
M i lchar
Vol. VI, No. 1  : January-February 2011

The Official Organ of KPA, Mumbai

Shiva at Kailasa

RNI Registration No. MAHMUL/2004/13413

Wishing Our Readers A Very Very Happy & Prosperous New Year

(Painting by C.L.Raina, Miami, USA)

Price:  ̀  30.00

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


Glimpses of the
ANNUAL  CULTURAL  PROGRAMME

2010

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


Milchar
Official Organ of

Kashmiri Pandits' Association,

Mumbai

Views expressed in the signed
articles are not necessarily those of the

Kashmiri Pandits' Association

or  Milchar.
Articles can also be e-mailed to:

editormilchar@yahoo.co.in
Write-ups in Kashmiri may only be sent

in the Standardised
Devanagari-Kashmiri Script.

Ø Message from the President
l  Between Ourselves

- Rajen Kaul Page 2

Ø Editorial
l  Miles To Go

- M.K.Raina Page 5

Ø Report & Biradari News Page 6

Ø Reaching Out
l  Wisdom Versus Reality

- S.P.Kachru Page 12

Ø DçHçÀmççvçe
l Dççíuç

- Ëo³ç vççLç kçÀçÌuç `çEjo' Page 13

Ø Kashmir Diary
l Kashmir 2010

- Prof. R.N.Bhat Page 16

Ø Pages From My Diary
l  The Ring of Suleiman

- Dr. K.L.Chowdhury Page 19

Ø Culture & Heritage
l  Influence of Advaita on Muslim

Rishis of Kashmir
- T.N.Dhar 'Kundan' Page 22

Ø Our Identity
l  Dejihor - A Symbol of Suhagin

- Dr. C.L.Raina Page 25

Ø Humour Page 28

Ø Profile
l  Arjun Dev Majboor - A Great Scholar

- Ashish Zutshi Page 29

Ø Preview
l  M.K.Raina's Gul-e-Bakawali

- Ravinder Ravi Page 31

Ø Your Own Page Page 33

Ø Know Your Motherland
l  River Vitasta

- Project Zaan Archives Page 34

Ø Editor's Mail Page 35

Ø kçÀçJ³ç
l çÆouççmçe - Kç@]pçej cçiççÆjyççÇ Page 39

Ø Obituaries Page 40

(Regd. Charitable Trust - Regn. No. A-2815 BOM)
E-Mail: kpamumbai@yahoo.co.in

In this issue

Vol. VI ~ No. 1

EDITORIAL  BOARD

Editor : M.K.Raina
Associate Editor : S.P.Kachru
Members : S.K.Kaul

Chand Bhat
Consulting Editor : P.N.Wali

T.N.Dhar ‘Kundan’
Webmaster : Sunil Fotedar, USA

Yearly Subscription : ` 250.00
Lifetime Subscription : ` 2500.00

Advertisement Tariff

Matrimonial (upto 50 words) : ` 100.00
Each Extra word : ` 5.00
Back Cover (Colour) : ` 5000.00
Front Inside Cover (Colour) : ` 3000.00
Back Inside Cover (Colour) : ` 2000.00
Inside Full Page : ` 1000.00
Inside Half Page : ` 500.00

mailto:editormilchar@yahoo.co.in
mailto:kpamumbai@yahoo.co.in
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


A

President's Message - Rajen Kaul

 Between Ourselves
Namaskar,
t the outset I would like to wish
you & your families a Happy,
Healthy and Prosperous New

Year.  I look forward to 2011 with excitement
and optimism to serve the interests of our
Biradari members. Update on some major
activities/projects being undertaken by
your Board of Trustees (BOT)  is as under:

Milchar :
It is my privilege to pen this message in the
inaugural issue of ‘new look’ Milchar  under
the leadership of Shri M.K.Raina, who has
kindly agreed to be the Editor of this
important communication tool of the
Biradari.  Other members who have agreed
to be on the Editorial Board of Milchar are:
1) Shri S.P.Kachru - Associate Editor
2) Shri S.K.Kaul - Member
3) Shri Chand Bhat - Member
4) Shri P.N.Wali - Consulting Editor
5) Shri T.N.Dhar Kundan - Consulting Editor

Shri Raina and his team, apart from
contributing themselves in Milchar, have
enthused several scholarly and intellectual
members of our community across India and
Globe to contribute in the Milchar on regular
basis. Shri Raina and his team are working
very hard to ensure that this issue comes
out well before end of January 2011, in time
for distribution during the forthcoming
Annual Hawan on 29th / 30th January 2011.  I
would like to express my sincere gratitude
to Shri Raina and his team for taking on the
editorial responsibility and ensuring
availability of the first issue by the month
end. I am confident that the ‘new look’
Milchar will be liked and received very well
by the Biradari members for both its

aesthetic get up and
informative content and
will become one of the
best and most sought
after publication of our
community.  With active
support and contribution
from all of you, we in the
BoT are committed to make it into a
monthly publication in due course of time.

Annual Cultural Nite :
As you are aware, we had our Annual
Cultural Nite on  4th December 2010 at Rang
Sharda.  We had a packed hall with 600 plus
Biradari members  present to witness the
gala evening of Kashmiri music by renowned
Kashmiri Music Guru Shri Vijay Malla.
Audiences were spellbound by rendition of
his well known melodies including bhajans,
folk songs, ghazals, etc. and didn’t want him
to stop even at 11.30 pm. On the demand of
audience, he also rendered beautifully
non-Kashmiri songs and ghazals.

We also had excellent performances by
young local talent from our Birdari
members. Ms. Niyati Kaul belted out couple
of lilting vocal recitals, Ms. Sheen Kher and
the 10 year old  Ms. Rishbha Tiku  presented
captivating dance performances, which
were  appreciated by one and all.

Based on Late Shri J.L.Manwati’s
immense contribution to KPA and our
Biradari, BoT decided on conferring Lifetime
Contribution Award for 2010 to him
posthumously which was received by his
son  Shri Sunilji.  We also presented the Shri
J.N.Kachroo Award for Academic Excellence
to Ms. Ritika Bhat.

We also felicitated Shri Moti Kaul,
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President AIKS for participating in this
event. He  briefly informed the audience of
the  progress on various issues impacting
our community and various activities
undertaken by AIKS. During this event, I
shared with the Biradari members some
important decisions taken by the new BoT
which were  spelt out in my first message in
the October–November 2010 issue of
Milchar.  This event was very well compered
by Shri Bharat Pandit who regaled the
audience with his impromptu humour and
anecdotes.

Based on the feedback from the BoT
members and audience, I believe the
programme was a grand success although
there were certain apparent 'areas of
improvement' which we need to take note
of while organizing such events in the
future. I would like to place on record my
sincere thanks and appreciation to all the
BoT members especially Shri S.P.Kachru,
Shri Bharat Pandit, Shri J.L.Kak, Mrs. Meena
Wanchoo, Mrs. Neena Kher, Shri Satish
Ganjoo, Mrs. Rita Kaul  and others who
toiled over several days to make this event
successful.

Board Meetings :
As mentioned  in my first message, as also
during my address on the Annual Cultural
Nite, your Board has regularly met on 2nd

Sunday of every month. I am pleased to
report that all the BoT members and Special
Invitees are making a conscious effort to
actively participate in the  deliberations of
the Board. As I reflect on the deliberations
during the last 4 to 5 meetings, I am left
with 2 profound impressions. First  that BoT
members are passionate about their beliefs
and convictions and I encourage them to
voice them very openly. Second that after
due deliberations and appreciating each
others view point, there is generally

unanimity in decisions. For me as a
President, it is a good sign of having a team
who are not afraid to voice their opinions
and yet are able to see logic in each others
inputs. My only request to our BoT members
is to look outwards to the needs and
aspirations of our Biradari members and act
with sound judgement and speed to meet
their expectations.

Additional Trustees :
BoT has unanimously approved induction
of Shri Ashwani Bhat from New Mumbai
and Shri Anil Gadroo from Vasai as 2
additional Trustees as envisaged in our
Constitution.

Special Invitees :
At our request, Shri P.N.Wali, Shri Bharat
Pandit, Shri Naren Kachroo, Shri Virendar
Takoo, Shri Ajay Kaul, Shri T.K.Raina, Shri
Chand Bhat and Shri Rakesh Shah have
agreed to be Special Invitees on the Board
to help us complete various activities /
projects. I am immensely pleased by their
voluntary contribution in service of the
Biradari members.

Biradari Directory update :
Shri C.L.Raina, our Vice President has  very
kindly agreed to spearhead the effort of
updating our Biradari Directory.  He is being
assisted in this work by all the Regional
Representatives. We expect this process to
be completed by March 2011.

Life Membership :
We have decided to launch a massive drive
through Regional Representatives and
during forums like Havan, Cultural
Programmes and other group interactions
to enroll as many new Life Members as
possible. I am happy to report that we have
already enrolled 20 Life Members in the last
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one month.

Website :
I would like to thank Shri K.K.Kemmu and
Shri Naren Kachroo who have kindly agreed
to work on designing our website. We
expect to launch the new website by end
of March 2011. Once operational, this will
become a useful e-interaction platform for
all key activities and communication with
the Biradari members. I am hopeful that
through this platform, we will enthuse a lot
of our young Biradari members to
participate actively in our programmes.

Sharda Sadan :
As decided in the last AGM, Shri M.L.Mattoo
will continue to lead the massive task of
completion of this most prestigious project
for KPA as Chairman,  Sharda Sadan Project.
He and his committed team with active
support from all the BoT members will
ensure that this project is completed as fast
as possible.

Hawan :
You will probably see this message from
myself in the Milchar during the forthcoming
Annual Hawan programme being held from
29th January to 30th January, 2011.  Shri
S.P.Kachru has kindly agreed to be the
Convener for this very important Biradari
event with active support from Shri T.K.Raina,
Shri Chand Bhat, Shri Rakesh Shah, Shri
Virendar Takoo and all the other Trustees.

I would like to conclude by saying that I
am very excited about engaging with you
all to serve the interests of Biradari
members. If you have any questions,
comments or implementable suggestions,
please reach me on +919967503577 or
through my e-mail given below.

Warm regards,
Rajen Kaul

Contact Rajen Kaul at : rkaul06@gmail.com

Dç, Dç@, Dçe, Dçó, Dçç, Dçç@,
F, F&, G, T, $çÝ, S, Sô, Sí, Dççí, Dççô,

DççÌ, Dçb, -³ç, -Jç
kçÀ, Kç, iç,     ®ç, s, pç,
 ]®ç, æs, ]pç,     ì, þ, [,

lç, Lç, o, vç,
Hç, HçÀ, yç, cç,
³ç, j, uç, Jç,
Mç, mç, n, $ç

kçÀç@çÆMç³ç& vççiçjçÇ Dçsj

kçÀçÆLç cçb]pç kçÀLç
Òççípçíkçwì ]pççvçe Kçç@lçje uçíKçvçe Dççcçeæ®ç jçF&cç

DçKç Dççímç DçKççn
yçáLç kç@ÀçÆjLç $çKççn

¬çÀóçÆuçmç $çç@Jçevç jôM³ç mçeb]pç cçKççn
Dç@çÆkçÀmç yçôçÆ³çmç nçbæsç uçç@çÆpçvç

lçípçmç oçôhçávç jçíJçácç mJçKçç
vçKçe h³çþe Jçç@çÆpçvç æ®ççoj kçÀçkçÀmç
ìç@çÆþmç JçáçÆsLç uçç@çÆpçvç ¬çÀKçç

®çkçÀe ®çKç yçÓçÆ]pçLç v³çákçÀ iççÌ ªçÆ]pçLç
[Ì[çÇ [çÇçÆMçLç $ççíJçávç ÖçÀKçç

- cç.kçÀ.jÌvçç

[This Rhyme contains all the Vowels
and all the Consonants of
Standardised Devanagari-Kashmiri
Alphabet.]
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t is a privilege and an honour to
serve one's community in any
manner one can and I feel
honoured to have been entrusted

with the task of editing 'Milchar', the
mouthpiece of Kashmiri Pandits’ Association,
Mumbai once again. I am particularly grateful
to the President and other office bearers of
the KPA who have reposed confidence in me
and considered me competent for this job. I
shall endeavour to come up to their
expectations and address the aspirations of
our esteemed readers and members of the
biradari.

I have been associated with this
magazine earlier also and I am conscious of
the fact that this task is onerous and
challenging. I, however, accept this job on
the strength of three most essential factors.
Firstly I resolve that I shall put in all my ability
in carrying out this difficult but rewarding
work earnestly and honestly. Secondly I feel
assured that my writer friends will stand by
me in writing for this magazine on various
topics of interest to our community. Thirdly
and most importantly, I am confident that
our readers will help us in making this
magazine a great publication by giving their
views and suggestions from time to time.

We have set a very high standard for
'Milchar', which we will try to reach in as short
a period as possible. It will be a tri-lingual
journal (English, Hindi, Kashmiri), carrying
articles on our culture and civilization, our
tradition, our rituals and rich heritage of
philosophy, thought and life-style. It will
reflect on contemporary problems
confronting the community and highlight
the activities that are carried out from time
to time to strengthen the mutual bondage

I

Editorial

 Miles To Go Before I Sleep
and further the interests
for the common good. We
shall also try to give
glimpses of our literature,
both past and present and
an account of personalities
who have or are serving
the community selflessly
and sincerely. We invite articles on these
and allied subjects from our honoured
writers. We also request that some of them
may like to write for every issue of this
journal serially, for which we shall be
pleased to reserve suitable space. 'Milchar'
will no doubt carry the news about the
members of the community living in and
around Mumbai and give priority to their
views and suggestion.

We intend to make 'Milchar' a Monthly
journal in a short span of time. We will also
ensure that a copy of this journal reaches
every KP home at least in Mumbai, to start
with. We would like to request members of
the biradari to pay subscrition for 'Milchar'
on a regular basis, to make it self-financing
and appear regularly without breaks. Those
members of the community who wield
influence in commercial circles can be of
great help. They are specially requested to
bring in regular advertisements for this
magazine so as to make it financially sound
and qualitative superb.

An exclusive page captioned 'Your Own
Page' has been introduced from this issue to
carry exclusive photographs, news,
achievements, laurels etc. of the members
of biradari and their children. Input in this
regard will be highly appreciated.

- M.K.Raina
Contact Editor at : editormilchar@yahoo.co.in
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Report & Biradari News

KPA's Annual Cultural Nite  2010 :
The most eagerly awaited event of Kashmiri
Pandits’  Association, Mumbai happens to
be the Annual Cultural Nite. This year’s
function was held on 4th December 2010 at
Rang Sharda Auditorium in Bandra
Reclamation, where the renowned
Kashmiri vocalist Shri Vijay
Malla regaled the listeners
with his well known
melodies for over two
hours  while the spell
bound audience asked for more. Among the
performances by young local talent, were
excellent vocal recital by Ms. Niyati Kaul,
the  captivating dance performance by Ms.
Sheen Kher and the highly applauded dance
recital by a 10 year old Rishbha Tiku. Other
features of  the evening included Lifetime
Contribution Award being posthumously
conferred on Late Shri Jawahar Lal Manwati
with a spirited Citation by Shri S.P.Kachru.
The endearing rapport with audience was
anchored by Shri Bharat Pandit besides
presentation of Late Shri J.N.Kachroo Award
for Academic  Excellence for Ms. Ritika
Bhat.  The newly elected President Shri
Rajen Kaul welcomed the community
members, felicitated AIKS President Shri
Moti Kaul amidst thunderous ovation,
introduced his team of trustees and
addressed the audience on upcoming
activities & sought everyone’s  support for
expeditious completion of construction
work on SHARDA SADAN at Kharghar, Navi
Mumbai.     

[Report : S.P.Kachru, Gen. Secretary, KPA]

vvv

Colourful Function at SOS Channi Rama :
A colourful function was organized by

Bhagavaan Gopinath Ji Trust of Udaywala at
SOS Home Channi Rama, Jammu on
Saturday, the Ist January 2011. The trustees
and other office bearers of Bhagavaan
Gopinath Ji Trust Udaywala, participated in
the function to make the inmates of SOS
Home feel that they are equally important
in the society as other human beings. The
Trust also organized a medical check up
camp for the inmates of the Home and
distributed free of cost medicines among
them. A musical programme was also
organized on the occasion and the inmates
of the Home who are mostly children,
participated in the dance. The Trust
distributed sweets, socks, hand gloves and
provided cash assistance to the inmates.
[Input: Reema Dullo : reemadullo@yahoo.com]

vvv

Amitabh Mattoo is the VC, JCU :
Prof. Amitabh Mattoo formally
joined as the first Vice
Chancellor of the Jammu
Central University at Ministry of
Human Resource Development
(HRD), New Delhi. Prof. Mattoo, Member
of PM’s National Knowledge Commission
and former Vice Chancellor, University of
Jammu who was recently appointed as the
first Vice Chancellor of the Jammu Central
University, submitted his joining report to
Human Resource Development (HRD)
Ministry, New Delhi. Prof. Mattoo is
currently Professor of Disarmament Studies
at the Centre for International Politics,
Organization and Disarmament (CIPOD),
School of International Studies. His
teaching and research interests included
issues of international security, India’s
foreign policy and arms control and
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disarmament.
Prof. Mattoo is a member of the

Academic Advisory Committee of the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations and is an
Honorary Professor at the Islamic University
of Science and Technology, Avantipura,
Jammu and Kashmir. He has published ten
books on nuclear issues, foreign policy and
international relations, and more than 50
research articles in leading journals like
Survival and Asian Survey. He remained as
Vice Chancellor of University of Jammu
from November 2002 until December 2008
and was the youngest person to serve on
that position. Recognizing his contribution
to education and public life, the President
honoured him with Padma Shri in 2008. He
was also awarded the Qimpro Platinum
Standard Award in 2008 and was recognized
as a National Statesman for his work in the
field of education along with Anand
Mahindra, who was awarded for his
leadership in business

[Input : Anil Koul : koulanil2007@yahoo.com]

vvv

ASKPC Meet to discuss Political Scenario :
The Executive Body of All State Kashmiri
Pandit Conference (ASKPC) held a meeting
on 1st January 2011 under the chairmanship
of its president A N Vaishnavi to discuss the
prevailing political scenario in the state and
the problems being faced by the displaced
community.

The meeting while rejecting the
demand of autonomy, self rule and Azadi
demanded abrogation of Article 370 which
has become an impediment in the
development of the state and has added to
the unemployment of the youth.
H.L.Chatta, General Secretary of the

organization demanded that there should
be free flow of Indian Constitution in J&K
to remove the present disparities and
discrimination.

Addressing the meting, R.K.Raina Senior
Vice President of the organization
demanded rehabilitation of the displaced
community at one place in the Valley
where they will feel totally secure and
where there is free flow of the Constitution.

The meeting demanded minority status
for Pandits in the state. Ravinder Raina,
another member of the organization
demanded passage of Kashmiri Hindu
Shrines and Temples Bill and Rs 25 lakh be
given compensation to over aged
unemployed youth for starting their own
business ventures besides enhancement of
relief to Rs. 12000.00 per month. It also
expressed concern over the encroachment
of the land of one Bal Krishan Pandit at
Chatargul in Kashmir Valley by the
Government with installation of water
supply pipes causing a lot of damage to his
agricultural land. It demanded that the
pipes be diverted towards the road side to
save the paddy land of the family.
[Input: Reema Dullo : reemadullo@yahoo.com]

vvv

Moti Kaul interacts with the community :
President All India Kashmiri
Samaj (AIKS) Moti Kaul held
several interactive meetings
with cross sections of KP
community in Jammu on 25
December 2010 to know their

view point on present problems of the
community. Addressing the meetings, Mr.
Kaul expressed grave concern over the
plight of over-aged KP youth and those who

Report & Biradari News
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are at the verge of it. He demanded age
relaxation for them in government services.
Stressing that these youth need special
attention, Mr. Kaul urged the Government
to take special steps for their rehabilitation.

Mr. Kaul also met Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner, Mr. Vinod
Koul and discussed the security concerns
of the newly appointed displaced youth
with him. While criticising the linking of
employment package with return, he said
it is the blackmail of KP youth in the name
of employment. The way the Government
has come out openly with the return plan
shows it (Government) was never friendly
with the community, he added. He also
protested against the affixing of draconian
conditions attached with the employment.
Addressing a meeting of lawyers, he said
next month the AIKS will come with Legal
Counseling cell to give legal assistance to
needy members of the community.
[Input: ashish zutshi : ashishzutshi@hotmail.com]

vvv

Probe against Arundhati, Geelani :
The Delhi police has
submitted a status report to a
local court, which is looking
into a complaint against
writer Arundhati Roy,
hardline Hurriyat leader Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, revolutionary poet
Varavara Rao and four others for speeches
made at a convention on Kashmir, stating a
first information report had been registered
and investigation was progressing. The FIR
was registered at the Tilak Marg police
station on November 29 last following a
direction by Metropolitan Magistrate Navita
Kumari Bagha. An organisation 'Roots in

Kashmir' filed a complaint in the court
saying the police had not taken any action
on its complaint, filed at the Tilak Marg
station on October 28, against the speeches
made at the October 21 convention 'Azadi:
The Only Way' organised here. On Thursday,
the judge clubbed three other complaints
received against Ms. Roy for her speech at
the convention with the 'Roots for Kashmir'
case. The matter will come up for hearing
on February 25.

The FIR has been registered under
Sections 124A (sedition), 153A (promoting
enmity between different groups and doing
acts prejudicial to maintenance of
harmony), 153B (imputations, assertions
prejudicial to national integration), 504
(insult with intent to provoke breach of the
peace) and 505 (statements conducing to
public mischief) of the Indian Penal Code,
and Section 13 of the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act.
[Input : Aditya Raj Kaul: kauladityaraj@gmail.com]

vvv

KPUF Cultural Function :
Kashmiri Pandits United Forum (KPUF)
organized a cultural function at Sathya Sai
International Auditorium at Lodhi Road,
Delhi on 11 January 2011. Women and
children in large numbers attended the
function and had a glimpse of their socio-
cultural activities that they left back in the
valley more than 20 years ago. Anjali Kaul,
Anil Nakhasi, Lovely Raina entertained the
audience with Dance, Rouf & Ladishah.
Programme was anchored by Brij Nath
Betab. Among those, who were felicitated
on the occasion for their contribution to the
community were Manohar Trakru, Late
Naagarjun Ganju (posthumously awarded

Report & Biradari News
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the Kashyap Bandhu Award), Sunil
Shakdher, (Ex President Kashmiri Samiti
and Chairman SK Foundation) R.K.Mattoo,
a renowned journalist, Dr. Romesh Raina
and Dr. Shiban Kishan Durani (London).

[Input: sanjay.wali@rediffmail.com]

vvv

Rajen Kaul appointed AIKS Vice President :
Shri Rajen Kaul, President of
the Kashmiri Pandits'
Association, Mumbai has been
appointed as the Vice
President of All India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS),
New Delhi. In a communique addressed to
Shri Rajen Kaul, Shri Moti Kaul, President
AIKS stated:
"In view of the significant role it has been
playing in community welfare affairs,
Kashmiri Pandits' Association, Mumbai has
emerged as one of the important affiliates
of AIKS. It has always been our pleasure to
have the President KPA Mumbai as our
Vice-President. Since in recent change of
guard at KPA, you have taken over as
President of the organization, I feel
honoured to nominate you as the Vice-
President of AIKS. I am confident that your
contribution to AIKS will  help us serve
better the community cause."

vvv

Launch of ME HOME TV :
Country's 12th GEC Hindi
entertainment channel was
formally launched on 5th January
2011 at Hotel Sea Princess, Juhu,
Mumbai, though it successfully
telecasted serials since October
2010 as test run. The launch was attended
by a galaxy of small screen and film

fraternity of India which included Jaya
Prada, Shakti Kapoor, Preeti Sapru etc. Mr.
Peeyush Sapru, nephew of vetern actor
D.N.Sapru, is the head of Programming and
Marketing Department of ME HOME TV,
which in fact is his brainchild. (Peeyush, in
his chilhood has won the Filmfare Award
for Best Child Actor in Dus Lakh.)

The channel will  offer TV serials,
feature films, tele films, reality shows and
other facets of entertainment. ME HOME TV
is the first of its kind brought to us by a
Kashmiri Pandit which will also have ME JK
channel for the state of Jammu & Kashmir.
Dalip Langoo is the Coordinator for the
Channel.

The event was graced by the songs sung
by Shashi Suman (he also composed the ME
title song sung by Kumar Shanu), Monica
bedi's dance number, Lesli Louis's song,
Ehsaan Qureshi's jokes and Rashid Khan's
mimicry. Bali Bramhbhat achored the show.

[Input: Dalipdlangoo@yahoo.co.uk]

vvv
Land Grab at Naran Nag Historical Shrine:
All Parties Migrant
C o o r d i n a t i o n
Committee has alleged
that land attached with
the historical shrine at
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Naran Nag situated in  tehsil Kangan of
Ganderbal district of Kashmir valley has
been grabbed by the land mafia  with active
connivance of ASI, authorities J&K Circle
Srinagar. In a press statement, Arun
Kandroo, General Secretary of All Parties
Migrant Coordination Committee, J&K has
said that the authorities of Archeological
Survey of India, New Delhi have conceded
the points raised by the leaders of APMCC
in a letter submitted to authorities on
13.12.2010 under RTI Act seeking
information about the land status of Naran
Nag historical shrine. This shrine was built
by King Lalitaditya more than a thousand
years back.  It was declared a national
monument in the year 1958.

ASI authorities, J&K Circle have
admitted that to remove the
encroachments, they had sent a number of
reminders to J&K Government for making
demarcation of land attached with Naran
Nag Shrine.
[Input: Reema Dullo : reemadullo@yahoo.com]

vvv
What have you done for Pandits: SC asks
J&K :
The Supreme Court
has expressed
displeasure over
inertia of the
Jammu and
K a s h m i r
government to
implement rehabilitation packages for
Kashmiri Pandits who fled the Valley in the
aftermath of insurgency. It asked the state
to take firm action to ameliorate their
condition.  “Tell us what have you (state
government) done with your promise of
providing 15,000 jobs? Have you given a

Report & Biradari News

single job? Or, for that matter, have you
given them a single house,” asked a three-
judge bench headed by Chief Justice SH
Kapadia on Monday. We don’t want to go
by your dream proposals, but want some
firm action”. It was hearing a petition filed
by the All India Kashmiri Samaj and others
alleging neither the state government nor
the Centre was addressing grievances of
Kashmiri Pandits who have been suffering
for over two decades. The court asked the
state government to furnish data on steps
taken to ameliorate the plight of Pandits. It
asked the state to explain whether the
government had set aside even a single sale
of house as illegal since hundreds of houses
between 1990-1997 belonging to Pandits
had been auctioned and sold illegally after
the victims fled the Valley. 

“Can you show us even one instance
where you have set aside the sale and given
it back to the victim.” The bench granted
four weeks to the state government to
explain it. 

Earlier, the court had sought a response
from the state government on Rs 1618 crore
special package offered by Centre for
restoring properties and providing jobs to
migrant Pandits. It also expressed
reservations over the Centre’s scheme
saying it was not clear as to how the
migrants on return will stay without any
accommodation. 

“Where will people who want to go back
stay? Now, their properties have been sold
or auctioned. There are number of petitions
pending in the High Court. How will they
go? Without house, how can people go back
to Jammu and Kashmir,” the bench asked. 

[Input: S. K. Bhat : dr.bhat.sk@gmail.com]
vvv
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Displaced KPs observe
'Holocaust day' :
Displaced Kashmiri
Pandits who were forced
to flee from Kashmir
valley to Jammu and
other states in early
nineties soon after the
outbreak of militancy in Kashmir, observed
19th January as their 21th 'Holocaust Day'.
The Joint Forum of Kashmiri Pandit
organizations held a massive protest
demonstration outside the Raj Bhawan,
Jammu. The demonstrators carried placards
and raised slogans remindful of ethnic
cleansing and mass exodus of Kashmiri
Pandits in 1990. The activists also raised
slogans against terrorism and apathetic
attitude of the government against the
displaced community.

Those who participated in the
programme included Ashwani Kumar
Chrungoo (President, Panun Kashmir),
H.L.Chatta (General Secretary, ASKPC),
D.N.Kissu (Chairman, NCMCC), R.K.Raina
(Senior Vice President ASKPC), Virender
Raina (Joint Forum Spokesperson), Chunilal
Kaul (Purkhoo camp), T.N.Kaul (Muthi
camp) and P.L.Swadeshi.   

[Input : Scoop News -Vijay Kumar Malla]
vvv

Nuptials :

Sandeep S/o Smt. Sudesh and Shri Shiben
Kishen Kaul of JNPT  was married to Suman
on 11th November, 2010 at Jammu.

Amit  S/o Smt. Asha and Shri Chaman Kaul
of Pune was married to Sudha  D/o Smt.
Mithlesh & Shri Surinder Chachar on 18th
November, 2010 at Jammu.

Varuna  D/o Smt. Usha and Shri Mohan
Kishen Kar (Mulund) was married to Suneer
S/o Smt.Mohini & Shri Ashok Kumar Bhat

on 12th November, 2010 at Jammu.

Gifty  D/o Smt. Girja and Shri Ashok Moza
(Shahad-Kalyan) was married to Amit  S/o
Smt. Piana and Shri Shiban Krishen Muku
on 18th November, 2010 at Jammu.

Mohit  S/o Smt. Anita Mattoo and Shri
Kailash Gondalia (Grandson of Smt. Shyama
and Shri Makhan Lal Mattoo of Chembur)
was married to Kiniri  D/o Smt. & Shri
Shailesh Thakkar on 18th Novemeber, 2010
at Chembur, Mumbai.

Sumit  S/o Smt. Sushma and Dr. M.K.Kaul 
(Grandson of Smt. Chuni and Shri
P.N.Takoo, Vice President KPA) was married
to Suniti D/o Shri Arunkumar Singh of Patna
on 12th November, 2010 at Jammu.

Yagneopavit :
Yagneopavit ceremony of Sumit and Nikhil
Sons of Smt. Sushma and Dr. M.K.Kaul
(Grandsons of Smt. Chuni and Shri
P.N.Takoo, Vice President KPA) was held
on 12th November, 2010 at Jammu.

Change of Residence :
Shri Chand Bhat of Kalash Udyan,
Sector 11, Kopar Khairane has
moved to his new residence at
B-302, Manibhadra CHS, Plot No.
104, Sector 16, Kopar Khairane,
Navi Mumbai.

'Milchar' is the tri-lingual journal
of KPA Mumbai. Your contribution
in the shape of write-ups, reviews,
comments and suggestions will
help us to further improve the
quality of your own journal. Write
to us at:

editormilchar@yahoo.co.in
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A few centuries ago, one saintly
Philosopher who is said to have
been satisfied with a small barrel
as a home, propagated the insight

that a human being always wants what is
good for himself alone but not what would
be good for all people. This wise perception
probably holds true to this day, which leads
one to assume that it will continue to be
so, a few centuries later. The only likely use
for this insight will be to decorate book
shelves with volumes containing it and
other ancient pearls of wisdom, or to give
such tomes to one’s friends and
grandchildren, so that they can enhance
their own display of reading material.

The human being evidently expects to
benefit more from new realities than from
ancient wisdom. We appreciate the
automobile, for example, which people
have not been entirely mistaken deriding
as a toy for adults. The only thing that cars
produce are accidents, which primarily
harm their proud owners and their
passengers. Far more people have lost lives
in accidents than in wars, nevertheless,
while such sudden end to life is hotly
discussed and disputed, we have yet to see
anyone who has demanded abolition of
cars in order to save thousands of lives, each
year. Critics merely find fault with the fact
that in a car, one drives past far too many
things that one could otherwise enjoy.

This is not the only reason why
automobiles are expendable. They also
have no nutritional value and are thus not
required to keep people alive or help them
procreate. You might object that
automobiles are required to transport

Reaching Out - S.P.Kachru

 Wisdom Versus Reality
marketable goods, but
profit-driven trade has
always found adequate
solutions for doing this in
all epochs, even without
such vehicles. Moreover,
what we can say about
automobiles, applies just as much to other
technical toys - ranging from televisions
and computers to aircrafts - which are all
very entertaining but which contribute
nothing to the physical well being of the
world’s population.

Words of wisdom such as those uttered
by our great saints appear to be superfluous
because hardly anyone has any use for
them, but weapons of all  kinds are
expendable for the opposite reason -
people use them too much. Tanks, Bombers
and Missiles etc. are useful solely to those
who manufacture them. Everyone else
could exist without them, and this would
not detract from their quality of life in any
way. The ever available supply of guns,
revolvers etc. is probably sufficient to meet
the needs of jealous husbands and robbers
of all kinds.

Other things, incomprehensibly
described as dispensable, can probably be
called essential, namely luxuries. Arguably
so, the allure of luxury is integral to the
human being as such. Superfluous and
unreasonable things, which have lost all
semblance of being necessary or useful, act
as signal of freedom. They confirm
something that human being can spare less
than any other, self-respect and dignity.

Each sign of superfluousness, each
(Continued on Page 30)
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DçHçÀmççvçe - Ëo³çvççLç kçÀçÌuç çEjo
Dççíuç

ç®ç& ³ç&lçeçÆ®ç MççcçeçÆ®ç hççbæs yçpçí ¿çáJç Dççímç
JçKç~ yçe Dççímçámç iççÆjçÆkçÀmç oçôçÆ³ççÆcçmç
hççíjmç h³çþ jJçeçÆKç cçb]pç Ðççvç oç@çÆjLç~

Dç@lççÇ iççícç kçÀvçvç çÆ®çj çÆ®çj mçoçn~ cçô HçáÀì Ðççvçe
DçJçmLçç~ Dç@s Jç@çÆìLçe³ç ]pççívçácç çÆ]pç çÆ³ç sô mççô³ç
Mççncç@æ®ç uç@çÆov³ç çÆiçunjçÇ ³çôçÆcç yçe ]pçe ³ç&Lç yçḉôbn lççcç
Dçç@çÆpç]pç Dççímçevçmç Dççôvçecçálç~ çÆ³ç çÆs lç@c³çmçeb]pçe³ç
DççJçç]pç~ Dçcççhççô]pç Dç]pç kçÀçÆlç Hç@Àì çÆ³ç yçôçÆ³ç vçcyççÆuç
lççímç lçáuçvçe yççhçLç~ hç@çÆlçc³çJç Ü³çJç ³ç&lçJç h³çþe ³çvçe
cçô iççMç HçwJçuçevç³ç mçç@jçÇ oççÆj yçj çÆoLç LçJçev³ç nôl³ç,
lçvçe Dçç@mç DççÆcç DççhçoççÆ³ç LçHçÀ lçáçÆpçcçeæ®ç~ Dç]pç
kçw³ççn cçeæ®çejçJ³çcç içbìe Kçb[ yḉçôbn jJççÆKç neb]pçe oççÆj,
çÆ]pç iç@çÆ³ç çÆ³ç yçuçççÆ³ç yçôçÆ³ç hçç@oe~ ]pçe ³ç&Lç yçḉôbn lççcç
Dçç@mç çÆ³ç mçç@çÆjmçe³ç Ünmç cçb]pç nçÆlç yççÆo uççÆì çÆ³çlçe
içæs kçÀjçvç ]pçvç lçe cçç@u³ç cççÇjçmç Dççímçámç~ çÆ³ç Dçç@mç
jJççÆKç nebçÆ]pç yççÆpç oççÆj h³çþekçÀçÆvççÆkçÀmç JççJçe JççôçÆyçmç
cçb]pç Dççíuç ³ççÇjçvç~ lççÆcç yççhçLç Dçç@mç mJç Dççíje ³ççíje
mççôcyçeçÆjLç hçvçe oçJçe, mçelçje [çRi³ç, Jççuçe yççôkçw³çJç
DçuççJçe mçççÆvç iççÆjçÆkçÀ vçcçoekçw³ç Jççuç kç@ÀçÆ[Lç lçe
kçÀç@uççÇvçeçÆ®ç oçÆMç oboJç mçól³ç æ®ç@çÆìLç çÆvçJççvç ³çáLç
]pçvç vçcçeomç içJç hç³ç&ávç lçe kçÀç@uççÇvçe içJç Kçeb]pçcçálç
kçÀkçáÀJç~ l³çálçá³ç Dççílç vçe~ oççÆj ³çámç hço&e DçuççWo
Dççímç lçe ³çôçÆcç mçól³ç nJççoçvçákçÀ (JçôbçÆìuçíì©kçÀ) yççôv³çácç
hççmçe ³çôl³çLç çÆ³ç çÆiçunjçÇ Dççíuç ³ççÇjçvç Dçç@mç, Kç@çÆìLç
Dççímç, lçc³çákçÀ HçÀçÇlçe (³çLç cçb]pç hço&e Dçuççíbo $ççJçvçekçw³ç
kç@À³ç& HçÀmçç@çÆJçLç Dçç@m³ç), çÆlç v³çÓvç æ®ç@çÆìLç lçe hço&e
h³çJç Dç[e KççÆMç hç@çÆsvç kçÀç@j ¿çáJç uççÆj~ cçáoç Dççímç
lç@c³çmçábo iççÆjkçw³çvç yçç@æ®çvç lçe yççkçÀe³ç oáMcçvç ]pçáJç
]pçç@æ®çvç h³çþ vç]pçj içá]pçj LçJçev³ç ³çáLç ]pçvç njiççn

kçÀçbn ]pçKç JççlçevçççÆJç ³çç HçíÀje
DçvçvçeçÆ®ç çÆvç³ç@æ®ç mççvç çÆ³ççÆ³ç,
mJç kçÀçÆ[ çÆìKç~ lççÆcç náj, ³çámç
yççô[ ]pçKç mJç DççÆmç JççlçevççJççvç
Dçç@mç, mçá Dççímç çÆ³ç çÆ]pç mJç
Dçç@mç nJççoçvçeçÆkçÀ [çÆyç hççmçeçÆkçÀ
oçmçe®ç uç@kçÀej $çákçÀçvç~ ]pçç@çÆnj ³çç lçe Dççíuç Kççôuç
yçvççJçvçe yççhçLç ³çç Mçç³ço Dçç@çÆuçmç cçb]pç Dçæ®çvçe vçíjvçe
Kçç@lçje vçôyçe³ç& JçLç kçÀ[vçe yççhçLç, ³çáLç ]pçvç mJç,
lçmçábo yçç@æ®ç lçe lçmçebÐç ]p³çJçvç Jçç@u³ç yç®çe vçôyçe³ç&
kçáÀçÆvç jçíìe Jçjç@³ç Dçç@çÆuçmç Dçæ®çvç vçíjvç lçe c³çççÆvç
oççÆj yçj $ççôhçjvçe mçól³ç iççÆæs vçe çÆlçcçvç kçÀçbn JçççÆ³ç~
lç@çÆcçmç cçmççn hççJç Jç]pçvçe lçe oçn yççn DççbçÆ®ç ]pçíçÆs
nábo, ³çLç cçb]pç hççbæs Mçô DççbçÆ®ç uç@ìe³ç Dçç@mç, c³çç@çÆvçmç
KJçje v³çþmç mçácyç kçÀuçe KççHçÀçÆj cçb]pç kçÀçílççn æ®ççôlçáj
kçÀçí[ Dççímç!

iççÆjkçw³çvç HçÀçÆMç& hçuçeJçvç nábo lçe hço&ákçÀ vJçKçmççvç
JçáçÆsLç JççíuçíçÆ³ç c³çç@v³ç içje Jççpçôv³ç~ hço&e cçjcçlçe
yççhçLç Jççuççvç Jççuççvç iç@çÆ³ç hççvçmçe³ç mçól³ç Jççíje
Jçç íj kçÀjçvç çÆ]pç ``çÆ³ç JçákçÀej kçÀçÆlç Dçç@mç DççÆmç
cçç@jcçeæ®ç~ Dç@çÆcçmç içJç pçJçç@vççÇ l³çáLçá³ç hç³ç&ávç ³çáLç
mçç@çÆvçmç vçcçeomç kçÀçô©vç~ ³ç[ kçÀçBçÆìLç mççô³ççxJç vççÆJç
mçje çÆ³ç kçÀç@uççÇvçe HçÀo&, DçLç çÆlç Lç@Jçevç lçôn Jçç@çÆuçLç
lçe y³çcçÓoçÇ kç@ÀçÆjLç~ Dç@çÆcçmç kç@Àj kçwJçoejlçvç y³çcçÓoçÇ~
lççÆlç kç@À³ç&cçeçÆlçmç Kç@Kççmçmç Dçç@mçe kçôbÀn nvç hçje çÆ]pç
Jççôv³ç çÆs ³çôçÆlç çÆ³ç Dç[eæ®ç@çÆìv³ç hçÓje kçÀjçvç~''

kçwJçoejlçvç sá mçç@³ç&mçe³ç ]pçáJç ]pçç@æ®ç kçÀçbn JçmHçÀ
lçe æ®ççÆkçÀkçw³ç ]pçªçÆj³ççlç çÆnJ³ç Lç@J³çcçel³ç~ ³ççvçí mçá
oíJçkçÀç³ç Jníuç ³çç nçômç Dçç@m³çlçvç ³çç hççRæ®çej jô³ç,
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mçççÆjvçe³ç sá K³çvç ®çvç, vçôboej, Kççíæ®çávç lçe hççvç
yç®ççJçvçekçw³çJç JçmHçÀJç DçuççJçe hçvçev³ç hçá³ç ]pççôJçejçJçvçákçÀ
lçe hçáçÆ³ç neb]pç jç@s jçJçþ kçÀjvçákçÀ FbmmççÆìbkçwì mçjmç~
ohççvç Fvçmççvç sá çÆ³çcçe kçÀççÆcç kçÀç[îçJç mçól³ç mçÓbçÆ®çLç
mççôçÆjLç kçÀjçvç lçe yççkçÀe³ç ]pçáJç ]pçç@æ®ç çÆs çÆHçÀlçejlçvç
kçÀjçvç~ Dçcççhçá]pç, Dç@çÆcçmç çÆiçunjçÇ nebÐçJç kçÀjlçÓlçJç
çÆkçÀv³ç sámç yçe çÆ³ç cççvçevçmç h³çþ cçpçyçÓj çÆ]pç uJçkçÀeçÆì
Kççôlçe uJçkçÀeçÆì kçôÀçÆcç h³çþe yççÆ[ Kççôlçe yç@çÆ[mç pççvçJçjmç
lççcç sô ÒçLç kçÀçbn ]pçáJçe ]pççLç çÆHçÀlçj@æ®ç DçuççJçe hçvçávç
Ðçcççiç (mçá mçeæ®ççÆvç hçôçÆlçmç mçácyç Dçç@m³çlçvç ³çç $çKç
Jç]pçvçe) çÆlç hçvçeçÆvç yçáçÆvç³çç@oçÇ ]pçªçÆj³ççLç hçÓje kçÀjvçe
yççhçLç Òçæ®çejmç Dçvççvç~ vçlçe Jç@v³çlçJç nôçÆjçÆcçmç hççíjmç
Dçæ®çvçe yççhçLç Dççímç vçe Dç@çÆcçmç çÆiçun@çÆjçÆ³ç kçÀçbn Kççmç
æ®çç@çÆjLç JçLç~ njiççn hç@çÆlçcç oç@j çÆoLç DçççÆmçní, mJç
Dçç@mç içjmç vçôyçe³ç& æ®JçJçç hççmçe uççÆyç h³çþ KJçKççÆMç
hçkçÀçvç lçe ³Jçmç³ç oç@j ³çç yçj JççôLç Jçásçívç, lçhçç@³ç&
Dç@çÆæ®çLç hçvçeçÆvç æ®çç@³ç&cçeçÆæ®ç pçççÆ³ç ³ççvççÇ nJççoçvçmç
Jççlççvç~ hço&ákçÀ þçôj [çuçvçe yççhçLç hço&e vçe yç@u³ççÆkçÀ
kç@À³ç& DçuççWo $ççJçevçákçÀ ìíhç kçÀ³ç&vç DçBÐç hç@K³ç æ®çìávç,
lçe Dççíuç KçuçejçJçvçe lçe vçôyçe³ç& JçLç kçÀ[vçe yççhçLç oçmçe®ç
uç@kçÀej $çákçÀev³ç Dççmçe vçe çÆHçÀlçjçÇ yç@u³ççÆkçÀ Dççmçe
kçÀç[îçJç mççôjcçeæ®çe lçe huççvç kçÀçÆjcçæ®çe njkç@Àæ®çe~

]pççÇJç kçw³ççn kçw³ççn sá hçvçeçÆvç hçáçÆ³ç yççhçLç kçÀjçvç~
Kççmç kçÀj cççoe~ çÆvç³çlççívç Fvçmççvç, uç@j pçç³ç
Dççm³çmç ³çç vçe Dççm³çmç, hççvçmç ³ç@[ yçlçe, ]pç@ì
Jçuçev³ç, ®çbomç nçj Dççm³çmç ³çç vçe Dççm³çmç, Mçá³ç&
]pççôJçejçJçevçmç vçe hçLç jçí]pççvç (cçç çÆmçJçç³ç kçôbÀn jçíMçvç
yççí]pçe Mççíæ®çe Jçç@u³ç)~ Dçoe hçlçe çÆlçcç Mçá³ç& [Óu³çlçvçe³ç~
Jç@v³çlçJç JJçv³ç kçÀLç DçççÆ³ç Dç@c³çmçebÐç kçÀç@[îç yçkçÀçj~
lçLç cçákçÀçyçuçe çÆs yçôçÆ³ç pççvçJçj iJç[e cçnHçÓÀ]pç lçe
Dççjçcçoôn pçç³ç æsçb[çvç lçe hçlç³ç Dçoe þÓuç $ççJççvç
³çç yç®çe çÆoJççvç~

o³ç ]pçççÆvç kçÓÀlç kçÀçuç Dççímçámç yçe çÆ³çcçvçe³ç iJçlçvç
cçb]pç Dç@s Jç@çÆìLç çÆ]pç cçô içJç yçôçÆ³ç çÆ®çj çÆ®çj kçÀvçvç~
cçô JççnjççÆJç KçMcçe mççvç Dç@s lçe JçáþJç lç@uççÇ Jççôvçácç
Dç@çÆcçmç çÆiçunjçÇ kçáÀvç, ``æ®çe çÆoKç vçç DççÆmç içjmç
cçb]pç mJçKçe mççvç jçí]pçvçe? æ®çí Dçç@mçe³ç JJçv³ç kçôbÀn
kçÀçuçe h³çþe LçHçÀ lçápçcçeæ®ç! Dç]pç kçÀçôlç Dçç³çKç yçôçÆ³ç
oççÆj yçj cçeæ®çejvçmç kçÀçcçvç kçÀjçÆvç~ mççívçá³ç içje kçw³çççÆ]pç
sKç HçÀçÇ³ç& HçÀçÇ³ç& çÆ³çJççvç? vçôyçje kçw³ççn ìdJçìí³çç
pçç³ç? vçíj oHçÀç içæs~'' çÆ³ç Jç@çÆvçLç JççôLçámç yçe Lççôo
Dç@çÆcçmç siç çÆoçÆvç~ Dçcççhççô]pç çÆHçÀlçj@æ®ç lçe Dççoelçmç
KçuççHçÀ æ®ç@pç vçe mJç vçKçeçÆ®ç JççÆæs oççÆj çÆkçÀv³ç yç@u³ççÆkçÀ
hç@®ç çÆ³ç níçÆj kçáÀvç~ cçô çÆlç h³çJç Dç@çÆcçmç hçlçe hçlçe níçÆj
Jçmçávç~ yJçvç Jçç@çÆlçLç êççÆ³ç vçe çÆ³ç Mççncç@æ®ç uç@çÆov³ç
JççÆæs oççÆj çÆkçÀv³ç yç@u³ççÆkçÀ ª]pç yç@çÆ[mç yçjmç h³çþe
kçÀçÆvç uççÆyç uçç@çÆjLç~ cçô çÆ³çLçá³ç yçj cçeæ®çjçíJç, mJç
êççÆ³ç v³çyçj lçe yJçvç Jç@çÆmçLç ª]pç yçḉbomç h³çþ cçô
kçáÀvç Jçásçvç~ yçe êçmç KJçj þçmççvç mJç æ®ç@uçejçJçvçe
yççhçLç~ Dçcççhçá]pç mJç Dçç@mç DçKç ]pçe iç]pç hçkçÀçvç lçe
³çáLçá³ç yçe hççôlç HçíÀ©vç nôcçenç, çÆ³ç çÆlç Dçç@mç hççôlç
HçÀçÇçÆjLç cçô yçáçÆLç çÆ³çJççvç~ vç@lççÇpçe êçJç çÆ³ç çÆ]pç DççÆcç
v³çÓmç yçe hççvçmç hçlçe hçlçe~ yçe çÆlç iççímç cççBçÆ$ç uço ¿çÓ
Dç@çÆcçmç hçlçe hçlçe, ³ççôlç lççcç yçe DççÆcç mçç@çÆvçmç içjmç
vçKçe yççiçmç cçb]pç JççlçevççíJçevçmç ³çLç cçb]pç jçLç Mççcç
lççcç $çô yç@[îç yç@[îç Dçcyçe, DçKç Dçcçªo, DçKç
®ççÇkçÓÀ lçe DçKç vçôc³ç kçáÀu³ç Dçç@m³ç~ Dçcççhçá]pç Dç]pç
Dçç@m³ç sjç Mçô iJç[~ cçô çÆoæ®ç Dç@svç cçÓjvç çÆoLç
o@çÆsv³ç KççíJçe³ç& vç]pçj lçe çÆ³ç jçlçákçÀ pççÇuççvç yççiç
Dç]pç hç@LçeçÆjmç uçç³ççxcçálç lçe Jçápççj iççícçálç [çRçÆMçLç
uç@çÆpçcç Jçç@çÆvçbçÆpç LçHçÀ~ uçB[ uçB[ Dçç@mçen@Kç æ®çìvç
Jççu³çJç æ®ç@çÆìLç vççÇcçæ®çe~ JJçv³ç Dçç@m³ç DççÆlç içvç,
cççôb[îç lçe iJç[e³ç ³çç@l³ç~ yçe ªoámç kçôbÀn kçÀçuç DçLç
Jçápççje içç@cçeçÆlçmç yççiçmç h³çþ DçHçÀmçÓmç K³çJççvç~
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DççÆmç cçç Dççímç vçôc³çJç Jçjç@³ç DççÆcç yççiçákçÀ c³çJçe
]pççbn Dçç@mçmç uççôoecçálç~ uçoen@Jç çÆlç çÆkçÀLçe kç@Àv³ç?
iJç[e Dçç@mç ³ç@n³ç çÆiçunjçÇ lçe Dç@c³çmçeboçÇ yçôç Æ³ç
ncç]pççLç, ³çámçá³ç oçvççn nvçç Jççuçávç uçç³çKç iç@³ççíJç,
lçLç ìáKç çÆoJççvç~ lçe hçlçe Dçç@m³ç DççÆkçÀ yççÇ ÜçÆ³ç yççÇ
uçBiçÓjvç nábo K³ççôuç çÆ³çJççvç lçe mçç@çÆjmçe³ç yççiçmç
çÆuçLçeuççíj kçÀjçvç~ ]pçççÆvç o³ç, kçÀçÆlç Dçç@m³ç çÆlçcçvç
hç@h³ç hç@h³ç lçe yç@[îç yç@[îç Dçcçªo lçe Jçôþîç Jçôþîç
®ççÇkçÓÀ uçyçvçe çÆ³çJççvç çÆ³çcç vçe DççÆmç yçç@çÆæ®ç yçç@çÆæ®ç mçç@j
çÆoLç çÆlç êçRþîç Dçç@m³ç çÆ³çJççvç~ Dçcyçe cççíkçÀmç
Lç@J³çlçJç kçÀmçcç ³ççôo DççÆmç Dç@çÆkçÀmç çÆlç hçhçícçeçÆæ®ç
Dççqcyç mJçço DçççÆmç Jçáscçálç~ Dç@m³ç ³çôcççÇ Ün mJçjenç@Jç
çÆ]pç hçiççn JççuçJç kçôbÀn Dç[e hççÆhç Dçcyçe, lçcççÇ Üne ³çç
oçôçÆ³ççÆcç Üne Dçç@mç iççMç HçwJçuçevç³ç uçbiçÓjvç neb]pç hçbiçLç
h³çJççvç Jçç@çÆlçLç lçe DççÆmç obo nç@J³ç nç@J³ç ìmvçe kçÀjçvç
kçÀjçvç oiç LçJççvç~ DçJçe Dçcççhçá]pç, Dççb®ççj, sáboç,
hçVçç yçí$ççÇ yçvççJçvçe yççhçLç Dççmçe vççÇçÆpç Dçcyçe ]pçªj
DççÆLç çÆ³çJççvç, çÆlçcç çÆlç lçôçÆuç ³çôçÆuç ]pçvç Dç@m³ç hççvçe
mçáyçe h³çþe Mççcç lççcç uçÓj ¿çLç jç@s jçí]pçenJç ³çáLç vçe
DçBÐç hç@çÆKçkçw³ç uçÓKç, Kççmç kç@ÀçÆjLç Mçá³ç& DççÆmç [áu³ç
yçḉ@j kç@ÀçÆjLç içæsvç~ Dçcyçe sô mçç@çÆjmçe³ç çEnoámlççvçmç
cçb]pç çÆÒççÆ³çJçávç c³çJçe~ Dçcççhçá]pç içápçjçlçmç cçb]pç çÆs
uçÓKç náje³ç hçnvç DççÆcçkçw³ç oíJççvçe~ Dçcyçe JçKlçmç çÆs
çÆ³ç o@h³ççq]pç çÆlç çÆ³çcçvç Dçcyç³ç JçájçÆvç lçe JJçLçejeçÆvç~
Dçcyçe æ®çÓj sávçe kçÀçbn hççHçÀ çÆ³çJççvç cççvçvçe~ çÆ³ç yçÓ]p³çlçJç
kçãÀøCçe yçiçJççvçe mçeb]pç LççÆvç æ®çÓj~ çÆ³ç çÆs cççHçÀ~

u³çnç]pçç DçHçÀmçÓmç Dççímçácç vçe c³çJçe DçLçe içæsevçákçÀ~
DçHçÀmçÓmç Dççímçácç çÆ³çcçvç kçáÀu³çvç nábo mçy]pççj lçe
Mçônpççj jçJçevçákçÀ~ iççí çÆ³ç yççiçe®ç ]pç@cççÇvç Dçç@mç vçe
c³çç@v³ç, çÆ³ç Dçç@mç mçççÆvç nçGçEmçiç mççímççFìçÇ nábo
kçÀç@cçvç huççì y³çnJççuç h³ççícçálç ³çôçÆuç yçe ³ççôlç yçmççÆvç
Dççmç~ DçLç cçb]pç Dçç@m³ç DçBÐç hç@çÆKçkçw³ç içje hçvçávç

æsdJçþ çÆMçkçÀmç $ççJççvç ³çLç Ünmç jçlçmç nÓv³ç, içç@Jçe,
mççíj, yçḉ@³ç& cçlççvç Dçç@m³ç lçe pçbiçe pçbiç kç@ÀçÆjLç DççÆmç
lçççÆuç çÆkçÀv³ç Dçvççvç Dçç@m³ç~ çÆ³ç çÆyçoLç nìçJçvçe
yççhçLç uçç@pç cçô huççìmç Dçboe Jçboe kçBÀ[îç lççj lçe
cççBçÆ]pç kçáÀu³çvç neb]pç yçvçe lçe Jç@çÆJçcçmç çÆ³çcç c³çJçe kçáÀu³ç~
çÆlçcçvç kçÀçô©cç hçuççuçe ³ççôlç lççcç çÆlçcç HçÀyçíçÆ³ç lçe
uç@i³ç c³çJçe çÆoçÆvç~ kçáÀu³ç HçÀyçvçe mçól³ç DçççÆ³ç jbiçe
jbiçekçw³ç Jçá[Jçev³ç pççvççJççj lçe çÆiçun@çÆjçÆ³ç~

çÆ³ç pçç³ç Dçç@mç jçLç lççcç pççÇuççvç~ Dç]pç Dçç@mç
Jçç@jçvç~ cçô kçÀçôj Dçboç]pçe çÆ]pç kçÀçÆcç lççcç içj]pçe sá
mççímçç³çìçÇ nebÐçvç DçnçÆuçkçÀçjvç çÆ³ç huççì ncçJççj
kçÀjvçákçÀ J³çæ®ççj Dççcçálç~ Dçcççhçá]pç, çÆlçcçvç içJç vçe
jæs çÆlç lçÓHçÀçÇkçÀ çÆ]pç çÆlçcç kçÀjen@vç cçô hçvçeçÆvç Fjçoe
çÆvççÆMç Dççiççn~ yççiçeçÆ®ç JçápççjeiççÇ h³çþ DçHçÀmçÓmçmç
mçól³ç içJç cçô DççÆcç kçÀçÆLç nábo cçuççuçe çÆlç~

yçe Dççímçámç çÆ³çcçvçe³ç DçHçÀmçÓmçe lçe cçuççuçekçw³çvç
DççJçuçev³çvç cçb]pç iççÇj çÆ]pç cçô içJç kçÀvçvç ]pçvç kçÀçBçÆmç
nebçÆo çÆiçl³ç kçÀjvçákçÀ ¿çáJç mçoçn~ cçô çÆoæ®ç Dççíje ³ççíj
vç]pçj~ DççÆlç iç@³çcç çÆ³ç çÆiçunjçÇ hççvçmç yçḉôbn kçÀçÆvç
hçvçev³çJç yçÓ́bnc³çJç hçbpçJç mçól³ç Dç@svç Lççôhç çÆoLç êWþ~
Dç@c³çmçebçÆo hççvçeçÆ®ç Kçmç JççÆmç lçe mççôhç mççôhç DççJçççÆ]pç
mçól³ç yççm³ççícç çÆ]pç mJç çÆs çÆjJççvç lçe çÆiçl³ç kçÀjçvç~
cçô ]pççívç çÆ³ç çÆs cçô ûççJç kçÀjçvç  çÆ]pç ``Jçás, æ®çô lçe
®çççÆvç ]pçç@æ®ç çÆkçÀLçe kç@Àv³ç uçánjç@J³ç c³çç@v³ç ³ççÇ³ç&cçel³ç
Dçç@u³ç~ c³çççÆvç hçáçÆ³ç v³çÓJçe Lçvçe h³çvçákçÀ çÆlç nkçÀ~ cçô
h³çJç cçb]pç cçç@oçvçmç Òçmçávç~ c³çç@v³ç yç®çe iç@çÆ³ç nçív³çvç,
yçḉ³ç&vç, kçÀçJçvç lçe iççBìvç nebÐç yçá]p³ç~ yçe çÆlç smç
JJçv³ç hççvçe JççÆlç h³çþ~ cçô çÆlç kçÀçÆj kçÀçbn yçuçççÆ³ç
Dç]pç vçe hçiççn ûççmç~ yç[e çÆsJçe lççô¿ç Dççocç]pçço
Fvmçç@çÆvç³ç@æ®ç nábo oçJçç kçÀjçvç~ çÆ³çn@³ç sç lçáneb]pç
Fvmçç@çÆvç³çLç? yçô³çvç nebÐç Dçç@u³ç uçánjçJçev³ç! Dçç@u³ç

(Continued on Page 18)
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May 2010
ay is a hot and dry month in the
plains. I sensed that our mother
found it difficult to manage day

to day chores smoothly especially after the
recent surgery that she underwent in
January 2010. My summer vacations were
due to begin and I decided to pay a visit to
Kashmir for the second time after our
displacement in 1990. Mother agreed very
happily.

We traveled up to Jammu by train and
took the less expensive flight, Spice Jet,
from Jammu to Srinagar. My cousin’s
brother-in law was waiting to receive us.
We went to their residing place in Tulsi
Bagh. After a quick lunch, rice with
knolkhol, we went to the Jyeshtha Devi
Temple complex where a room booked a
month back was allotted. The room is
spacious and sufficiently furnished. The
cooking gas connection and utensils too
have been provided. It was the month of
May but there were two quilts and two
blankets in the room so each person could
sleep comfortably.  I obtained rice, moong-
beans, onion, cooking oil from the complex
shop that made us comfortable with regard
to our dinner as well. I had a nice sleep and
my mother too must have slept well.

Next morning mother prepared yellow
rice and took it to the Devi’s temple some
ten odd stairs away. I had a nice bath in the
geyser-fitted bath-room of the room that
was allotted to us. Soon it began to rain and
it did not stop for the whole day. We were
forced to remain in-doors with electric
heater on. Meanwhile my cousin called and
spoke to my mother, his paternal aunt, and
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instructed that a vehicle
was on way to the temple-
gate to take us back to his
place of residence and we
were supposed to cancel
our stay at the temple-
complex immediately. I
met with the president of
the Complex to convey our decision to him.
We were back at Tulsi Bagh by 3 p.m. It
rained for another two days making it
impossible for us to move out of the
residence. When the Sun appeared on the
fourth day morning, a Friday, we decided
to go to Mata Ksir Bhawani temple at
Tulmul. My cousin arranged a taxi and we
reached Tulmul at noon. It was a moment
of great pleasure to be there. The security
from the outer gate itself is very tight. The
inner compound was almost empty. We sat
inside the temple for quite some time. The
purohit who put tilak on my forehead seems
to be a local youth who has efficiently
remembered the mantra to be recited while
doing the job.

We started our return journey in the
afternoon. A couple of miles away from the
temple, a group of youth stopped our
vehicle. Our driver, Sahil, very politely
agreed to turn back. He took a village route
to the newly laid highway that perhaps
connects Bandipora with the City. Once he
sighted the highway, he felt relaxed. Then
he told us that that was a normal thing on
Fridays. Some youth in a few towns block
roads after offering the Friday Namaz.

A young bearded gentleman, Sahil has
spent several years in places outside
Kashmir. He had been an army recruit too

M

http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


but he had to quit.  Sahil opened up and
told us that he had a childhood friend who
spoke very rarely and very little and whom
people in the locality and home considered
to be a lunatic. Then suddenly one day he
along with a foreign national was blown up
near an army camp by the explosives that
he carried inside his pheran. Sahil was
arrested to retrieve more information
about his friend. “He knew nothing.” He
looked sad and anguished for the suffering
of his parents during the period of his arrest.
It was 4 in the afternoon when we touched
the City outskirts. Sahil on his own took us
to Shalimar and Nishat Gardens and on our
request to the ancient Shiva temple at
Ishbar, then to Bhagwan Gopinath Ashram
and the Ganpatyaar temple.

The Ganpatyaar temple is highly
fortified. The KP houses in the vicinity have
crumbled. I saw a dog entering a KP house
through its window. I asked Sahil to come
back the next morning if it was sunny.

We were back at the residence in the
evening when three of my colleagues Roop,
Maharaj and Mallikarjun from Patiala,
Lucknow and Mysore respectively came
over to meet me. They were in the City on
an academic tour.

The next morning our vehicle came at
about 8 in the morning and we took Roti
and vegetables in our Tiffin box and started
our journey to Sonamarg. The route to
Sonamarg passes through Ganderbal,
Kangan, Gund etc. Sahil halted for breakfast
at Gund where my mother purchased
Shawls. I had a cup of Kahwa for Rs. 15! Upon
reaching Sonamarg we asked the driver to
be around. We enjoyed the breeze and the
snow-clad peaks around the place. A jeep
nearby fitted with a microphone and an
amplifier was making appeals in Kashmiri
to seek financial support for ‘orphans’.

After nearly two hours we asked Sahil
to drive us back to where we could eat our
food. He brought us to a Government
restaurant some 5 KMs away from
Sonamarg. The place is quite picturesque,
situated on an island at the bank of Sindhu
River. The Manager there was quite cordial.
He allowed us to eat our own food there.
However, we purchased biscuits, tea etc.
from them. After lunch we met a Shawl-
seller who happened to be a boy from our
native village! He was happy to know that
we hailed from his village!  Our return
journey was quite comfortable. We were
back at the hotel by 6 p.m. The following
day was a Sunday. We asked Sahil to bring
his vehicle by around 10 a.m.

My cousin and two of his brothers-in
law agreed to join us the next morning.
They prepared delicious food-items early
in the morning and we started our journey
by 10 a.m. We reached Baba Rishi and went
in there. There were another ten odd
vehicles parked outside but we were the
only KPs among the pilgrims. From there
we went to Gulmarg where our driver
parked at a height near the rope-way on
the advice of my cousin. The driver left us
there and went to meet his friends. It was
a beautiful sight and quite breezy. The
breeze made my mother uncomfortable.
She wished to start the return journey
immediately.

My cousin and his brothers-in-law
began to have liquor along with food. We
finished our lunch by 2 p.m. There was a
brief drizzle that made the place even more
beautiful. My mother was looking around
for Sahil to appear who finally came at 4
p.m. My mother did not spare him and he
went on apologizing.  We were back in the
City by 7 p.m.  Mother asked Sahil to come
to the Hotel next day after 11a.m.
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Sahil, the vehicle driver, called next
morning to inform that his vehicle-owner
needed the vehicle (Mahindra Xylo) and
that he (Sahil) had arranged for a substitute
driver and vehicle that would drop us at
Mattan, Anantnag. Mattan is my mother’s
birth-place. Two of her brothers have been
spending the summer months there for the
last five odd years. They have repaired/
redone some part of the house that is
located opposite the first gate of the
Nagabal (the holy spring). Besides, Mattan
has been my High School town. The
alternative vehicle came and we started our
journey after lunch. We made a brief stop
at Avantipore temple-ruins and then at
Anantnag Nagabal. We reached Mattan at
around 4 p.m. Mamaji, AK, was waiting. The
following two days were rainy again, so we
stayed indoors. Meanwhile the elder
Mamaji, BN, and his wife too arrived. AK
has a trusting young man, Altaf, from the
neighboring family who does several
chores for him. The rains halted life
especially in the villages.

A young person, a tailor-master, from
the neighborhood came to AK’s room in the
afternoon. He got acquainted with me and
a few minutes later, he narrated the story
of his suffering. “He went to Srinagar to
learn the art of tailoring. A young fellow
one day came to that shop and sought
stitched clothes from him. Since he was
only an apprentice, he did not know
anything about the customers or their
clothes; the elderly tailor-master who
owned the shop was elsewhere. When he
could not satisfy the young gentleman, the
gentleman threatened him. A week or so
later the apprentice was arrested and
severely tortured. Several months later, he
learnt that his name had been given to the
security forces by the same gentleman who
had threatened him at the tailor-master’s

shop where he had come to learn the art of
tailoring. The small town boy after severe
suffering in the custody gathered courage
to tell the senior-most officers to make the
following enquiries from the informer:
“How did the informer know me? Which
place was I from? What is my father’s
name?” The officer did the same and found
out the falsity of all that the informer had
been saying all those months. The accused
was helped by one of his London based
cousins during the period. Finally he was
out and he went back to his little town to
do tailoring on his own. He has moderate
earnings now.

Altaf helped us to hire a taxi from the
town when it was sunny again and we went
in a single day to Verinag, Kokernag,
Acchabal, Nagadandi, Martand Sun-temple-
ruins, and returned to Mattan by 7 p.m. We
had lunch at Kokernag.

(To be continued)

Author can be contacted at:
rnbhat2k2@sify.com

uçánjç@çÆJçLç çÆlçneb]pç yçíKç iççuçev³ç~ iJç[e yçe kçÀmç çÆvçMç
smç hçvçeçÆvç JçápççjeiççÇ neb]pç MçkçÀç³çLç kçÀjçvç? ®çç@v³ç
]pççLç vç³ç sô hçvçev³çvç hçæ®ççvç, cçô h³çþ kçw³çç Dççj
çÆ³ççÆ³çnômç~''

cçô mççôj Dç@çÆcçmç çÆiçun@jçÇ neb]pç MçkçÀç³çLç sô hç@]pç~
Dç@çÆcçmç h³çþ kçw³ççn DçççÆmç içáojçvç, mççôçÆjLç h³çJç cçô
hçvçávç Jçán Jç@jçÇ Òççívç Dçç@u³ç JççJç æ®³çlçmç, ³çôçÆuç cçô
v³çjuççÇHçÀ lçe v³çMççHçÀ uççj kç@ÀjeKç lçe yçe hçô³ççímç JççÆlç
h³çþ~ mçá ¬çÓÀþ JçKç æ®³çlçmç h³çJççvçe³ç Jç@æsecç Dç@sJç
cçb]pçe yçôJçççÆ³ç Dç@M³ç ooejç³ç~
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Dççíuç       ...         hçãøþ 15 mçí Dççiçí

mailto:rnbhat2k2@sify.com
mailto:hnkaul1@yahoo.com
http://www.pdffactory.com
http://www.pdffactory.com


walla is the presiding deity of
Pandits. She resides in a temple
on the hill at Khrew, barely
fifteen kilometers from Srinagar.

Her birthday was always celebrated with
great devotion and fervor by her devotees
on Jwalla Chaturdashi, the 14th day of the
bright fortnight of Ashada. After the exodus
of Pandits, security forces moved into the
temple precincts and have been camping
there ever since. Temples are their last
refuge since the locals are unwilling to
lease out any office or living space to them
even for a huge rent. Thankfully, they guard
the temples even as the temples provide
them shelter and solace in these difficult
times while they help maintain law and
order in the strife torn valley.

In 2008 Jwalla temple was thrown open
for the first time after eighteen years, and
the exiled Pandits were allowed to
celebrate her birthday once again. Several
hundred pilgrims traveled from Jammu in
buses and private cars to converge and
congregate at Khrew for the great occasion.
Many of them were visiting Kashmir first
time since they had been evicted from their
homeland. To escape the heat and dust of
Jammu, and to bask in the cool breeze under
the shade of Chinars even just for a few
days, was like being in paradise. The valley
was at her best – cool, serene and
mesmerizing. It was a soulful, blissful,
rejuvenating and elevating feeling which
they would not forget.

In the multitude of pilgrims was a small
friend circle of five young men who had
traveled together to participate in the
festivities. The group camped in the open
in the precincts of the Jwalla temple

Pages From My Diary  - Dr. K.L.Chowdhury

 The Ring of Suleiman
complex. They washed
and changed into neat
clothes. Virji  Bhat was
one amongst them. He
sported a short beard and
wore a typical Khan dress
of salwar and kurta that
the Muslims wear.

Their first calling was to pay obeisance
to the deity. Brimming over with faith, their
minds tranquil, they moved into the
sanctum sanctorum for the audience.
Bowing with great reverence, they offered
flowers and herbs, lighted earthen lamps,
burned incense and made
circumambulations, reciting hymns and
mantras. The deity was in her regal
resplendence, smiling at them, blessing
them, wanting them to return, never to part
again.

The group returned to their camp
greatly animated and rejuvenated and
cooked a grand lunch of teher and paneer,
damaloo and dal. They spread a mat on the
grass to sit down and relax. Food was served
in plates and they started eating, gossiping,
exchanging jokes.  Watching them curiously
was a bevy of girls from the village who had
come to witness the festivities for the first
time in their l ives. This was a unique
experience for them, many of them still
preteens, others fair maidens – all giggling,
speaking to each other, pointing at the
crowds.

Virji stood up with the plate of tehar
and other delicacies in his hands, and
walked over to the girls. They were in short
pherons and salwars, with head scarves
knotted neatly in front of the neck.

"Where from are you, girls?" He asked

J
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them.
"From the villages of Khrew and Ballahama,
sir," replied one of them politely and
respectfully.
"How come you are here?" he asked.
"To find out how the Battas and Battnis look
like," answered another.
"Have you never seen them before?"
The girls nodded their heads and replied
together, "No, sir, never."
"What do you find? Do they look different?"
"No, sir, they look like the rest of us. They
speak Kashmiri just like us. They eat tehar
as we do. But their ladies dress differently
and wear a peculiar ornament hanging from
their ears." This was from a rather tall, green
eyed, pretty damsel with an embroidered-
fronted pheron and a green scarf.
"Well, the dress is a blouse and sari and the
ornament is called dejhour, a symbol of
their wedded status, just like a wedding
ring." He explained.
"But, sir, how come you are with them?"
asked the green eyed one in wonderment.
"Why do you ask?" He asked.
"They are Battas."
"Yes, they are. I am the driver; I drove them
here in a Sumo," Virji joked, pointing at the
vehicle parked nearby.
"Why are you eating their tehar?" She
finally asked the question they all were
dying to ask.
"I was hungry. Is it wrong to eat teher?"
"Not really, but you are a Muslim."
"Does it make any difference? Muslims also
cook tehar.  Let me tell you, it tastes
delicious." He started lapping it up and
laughing, looking mischievously at each
one of them in turn. They were taken aback
by this action.
"Yes, sir, it makes a difference. They are
impure." retorted the first girl, with a
grimace of her pretty face.
"Who said so?" Virji  asked amusedly,

opening his eyes wide.
"Our village elders," replied she.
"And the teachers at school," said another.
It was an honest avowal.
"Well, I am really sorry to hear that. It seems
quite misplaced. The food is fresh. It has
been cooked hygienically," he explained.
"All the same, it is against our religion to
eat off their hands. You should have come
to the village and eaten with us. Come
down and we will cook some chicken for
you." They were extending the typical
Kashmiri hospitality.
"Next time, may be," Virji said, "but, let me
tell you, girls, it is all in the mind. I will give
you an example. If you were lost in a Batta
village with not a Muslim home in sight and
with nothing to eat or drink, would you
refuse water and food from their hands and
prefer to die thirsty and hungry?"
The girls fell silent and looked at each
other. After a while one of them asked, "Sir,
are they going to stay on?"
"Some of them intend to stay back; others
will travel back to Jammu. Would you like
them to return here?"
"No, sir. We do not want this pestilence any
more." The green eyed girl became a
spokesperson while the others nodded in
agreement.
"Why do you call them so?" Virji did not
give any expression to his disgust at the
epithet hurled at his community.
"Because, they are not good people."
"What is bad about them?" He asked.
"They are spies and informers," said the
first one.
"They are against the tehrik," said the green
eyed one contemptuously.
"Who told you all this?" he asked laughing.
"Why, every one knows it," said the first
girl.
"Our elders and our teachers often recount
their ugly deeds," said the second.
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"It is to their homes and hearths the Battas
want to return. They do not wish to snatch
yours. You can not stop them, can you?"
Virji probed them gently, trying a logical
approach.
"We can," said the first one.
"How can you?" asked Virji
"Because, this place, including the temple,
actually belongs to the Muslims?" It was
the impetuous green eyed girl speaking
with great self-assurance again. This was
an unusual turn in the discourse that
astonished Virji even more. "Does it, really?
How do you know?" He asked innocently.
"The whole village knows it. Have you heard
of Hazrat Suleiman, sir?"

The word Suleiman rang alarm bells.
Like the Battas, who believe that Vishnu
walked across the valley and left his
footprints everywhere and Siva meditated
on the high snowy mountains, the Muslims
have turned the myth around and speak
about Suleiman having ruled the land from
the top of the commanding hill that rises
from the famous lake Dal in the city of
Srinagar. They have rechristened the hill,
known originally as Shankaracharya Hill,
and named it Suleiman Teing.  Here,
possibly, was another story manufactured
to advance a claim on the Jwalla temple
thought Virji.
'Yes I have," he replied.
"Well, in early times, Suleiman used to
walk these hills. He loved the beauty and
solitude of this place. One day, unknown
to him, his ring fell off from his finger.
Several years later, a poor goatherd
happened to shepherd his cattle to these
hills for grazing on the rich foliage. When
he started clearing the ground near a huge
rock so he could rest awhile, he saw a
glittering object. He picked it up and
couldn’t believe his eyes. It was a ring inlaid
with an exquisite diamond. It was the lost

ring of Suleiman!" The green eyed girl was
a great narrator. The others nodded their
heads in agreement while Vir ji listened
with rapt attention.

She continued, "The goatherd did not
know what to do with the ring. Muslims
were illiterate, ignorant and simple. Battas
were educated, clever, and cunning. The
goatherd went to the most learned Batta
of Khrew to find out if he could make him
wise about the ring. The Batta asked to be
taken to the place where the goatherd had
found the ring. They waded through dense
shrubbery to the rock. The Batta looked
around the plateau in wide-eyed
amazement and declared, "This is a unique
place. I feel the presence of divine here. It
is not without reason that this fabulous ring
was dropped here. It is a sign. God wants us
to build a temple here. The rock is an
indication of the exact site. The diamond
will adorn the deity in the temple."

The girls nodded. Virji was spellbound.
"This temple was built around the rock and
since then the Battas have been in
occupation of this place which should
rightfully belong to Muslims," she
concluded.
"Why do you think it belongs to Muslims
and not to Battas who built it in the first
place?" Virji prodded her on.
"Because the rock is where Hazrat Suleiman
would often rest, and is sacred to his
followers. The ring with the diamond is the
one he wore."
"Who said so?" Virji could not rest his
curiosity.
"Why, this is known to every one here. How
long can truth remain buried?"
"You mean this whole place should belong
to the Muslims?"
"Undoubtedly, sir," she declared
emphatically.

(Continued on Page 30)
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Preamble:
ashmir has had a galaxy of saint-
poets, both Hindus and Muslims.
While Hindus are invariably

referred as Rishis, Muslims are given
various epithets. One of the epithets given
is Sufi, which I feel is a misnomer. Sufis
have come to Kashmir towards late
thirteenth century and fourteenth century.
They include Sharafud-Din Bulbul and
Sayyad Mir AH Hamadani etc. They were
Sayyads, who had escaped the tyranny in
their country of origin and had sought
refuge in Kashmir. With the advent of Islam
and large scale conversion, the
demographic situation changed and the
valley became Muslim majority place.
Naturally, therefore, these inhabitants
carried forward their Hindu tradition in the
matter of their faith, customs, language,
beliefs and so on. Kashmiris had a six
hundred year old philosophy called
Kashmir Shaiva Philosophy, which had
seeped into the very psyche and the way
of life of the populace. This philosophy is a
non-dualistic doctrine, which emphasizes
that the creation is the manifestation of the
Creator and that in the ultimate analysis a
being as a seeker can attain the Supreme
and be one with Him.

That God is one is a universally accepted
fact. There is no difference of opinion about
the existence of one God, although there
is some doubt about the existence of God
itself in some faiths. All those who do not
doubt the existence of God universally
believe that only one Supreme Power
exists. There is absolute unanimity on this

Culture & Heritage  - T.N.Dhar Kundan

 Influence of Advaita on
Muslim Rishis of Kashmir

point among the major
religions, religious
ideologues, philosophers
and thinkers. This view is
held by those who believe
in Confucianism, Taoism
and Shinto in the East, by
the Christians, Jews and
Muslims in the West and the Middle-East
as also by Indians with Sanatana Dharma as
their faith. Even Zoroastrians believe in one
God, ‘Ahur Mazda’ although they also
believe that there is another evil entity
called ‘Angra Manyu’, which misleads
people. This is more or less like Christian
and Muslims’ concept of Satan. Christians
believe in trinity of God, Son and the Holy
Ghost, who they believe are one like water,
ice and steam are as clarified by Huston
Smith in his book ‘The World’s Religions’.

As regards Indian view point, the God is
no doubt one called ‘Brahman’ but He is also
perceived through various powers of the
nature, which are viewed as ‘Devatas’
(Literally those that shine) as His different
facets only. Thus there is universal
‘Ekeshwaravad’ or belief in one God. This is
called ‘Vahdat-ul-vajud’ in Islamic parlance.
Sometimes this term is mixed up with
‘Advaita’ or non-dualism of the Upanishads.
Advaita actually denotes oneness of
‘Jeevatma’, the individual soul and
‘Paramatma’, the Universal Soul. This
doctrine of the Upanishads is against the
tenets of Islam.

When a Sufi saint or poet talks of
oneness he is referring to this doctrine and
not to the existence of one God, for he says

K
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‘Anal Haq and Man Khuda’ – I am the Truth
and I am the God. This is the reason why
Mansur–al–Hallaj was hanged and burnt for
such an utterance. Sufis were not accepted
in the fold of Islam for a long time till Islam
lost political power and they became very
important instruments in spreading Islam
in different countries. The Muslim Rishis in
Kashmir who are called Sufis are, however,
a class apart by themselves.

Advaita as conceived in the corpus of
Upanishadic literature, the Brahma Sutra of
Badarayana and the Bhagavad Gita (The
three together are called ‘Prasthana
Trayee’) has been interpreted and
enunciated in a variety of ways. Basically it
is a doctrine explaining the relationship
between the Creator and the creation.
Some sages and philosophers have held that
the two are really one and what we see and
observe outside these, is all an illusion.
Some of them believe that no doubt the
two are one but individually they have their
own identity. Some sages have likened the
two to the phenomenon of an object and
its reflection in a mirror, while others have
explained the two as the ocean and its
waves. The Kashmir Shaiva Darshan has not
subscribed to the il lusion theory. It
propounds that since the creation is the
manifestation of the Creator and since the
Creator is real, there cannot be anything
unreal about the manifestation. What is
unreal is the apparent difference observed
between the Creator and the creation. This
difference is actually an illusion and once
this veil of illusion is removed from our
vision, we can clearly perceive the truth of
the individual soul and the Universal Soul
being one. This state can be achieved in a
variety of ways including contemplation,
devotion, spiritual pursuit and the like. This
doctrine has appealed the thinkers world
over, whether Greek and Roman

philosophers, Eastern thinkers, Christian
monks or Muslim Sufis. The Muslim saint
poets of Kashmir also could not remain
unaffected by this captivating doctrine.

I remember my old home in Chhattabal.
There was a long lane leading to our house
from the main road. On the one side of the
lane there were cultivated fields full of
vegetables and tobacco. The other side was
a row of houses. One of these belonged to
one Sheikh Mehmud, who ran a small shop
in the ground floor, selling milk, yogurt and
some pulses. Whenever I passed by this
shop or went to him to purchase yogurt, I
would observe a number of men sitting with
him and talking about mystic subjects. Soon
I came to know that he was also a holy
person of the same Rishi order and had a
number of disciples whom he guided in
their spiritual pursuit. This ‘Peer-mureed’
or ‘Guru-shishya’ tradition in Hindu
terminology, meaning a lineage of
preceptor and disciple is an essential
feature of the Rishi order. This holy person
was revered and though illiterate, he also
wrote mystical poetry to bring home to his
disciples the secrets of mysticism, as was
the practice with other holy persons of this
order.
Lal Ded and Nunda Rishi :
The ‘Adikavayitri’ or the first poetess of
Kashmiri language is considered to be Lal
Ded, who was a great mystic and a ‘Shaiva
Sadhika’ or the seeker of the Divine through
the path of Kashmir Shaiva Darshan. She has
left behind a corpus of her sayings, which
are in the form of four-liners called ‘Vakh’
(or Sanskrit Vakya). These have been
translated into Sanskrit, Hindi, and English
and interpreted by many a scholar. Let me
quote two of her Vakhs to denote how she
denounced the false exhibitionist practices
and pointed to the essence of spiritualism.
She has deprecated the practice of ‘Bali’ or
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animal sacrifice in these words: ‘Yi kamyu
vopadeesh dyutui hayo bata, atseetan
vatas dyun sutseetan kath ahar? O Pandit!
Who has advised you to offer as a feed an
animate sheep to an inanimate stone idol?’
Similarly she has ridiculed the idol worship
when she says, ‘Diva vata deevar vata, heri
bon chhui ikavata, pooz kath karakh hayo
Bata? Your deity is made of stone, the
shrine is made of stone, everything from
top to bottom is the same stone, what are
you going to worship, O Pandita?’ She laid
stress on the need to go inwards and realize
the self and perceive the Divine in
everything. These two ‘Vakhs’ of her will
make this point clear. ‘Go’ran d’opnam
kunui vatsun, nyabra d’opnam andar atsun,
sui Lali gav vakh ta vatsun. My preceptor
told me but one thing only and that was to
go from without to within.' Lala adopted this
in letter and spirit.’ ‘Kava chhuk divan anine
vatsha, trukai chhuk ta andrei atsha Shiv
chhui aet ta kun mo gatsh sahaz kathi myani
karto patsh. Why are you groping in the dark
like the blind? If you are wise go within
yourself. Shiva is there in your heart. Do
trust me since it has come to me naturally.’
This great poetess was followed by Nunda
Rishi, another great ascetic poet of the
Kashmiri literature, who wrote four-liners
called ‘Shrukh’ (or Shloka in Sanskrit). He
did penance in a cave and was greatly
influenced by his senior Lal Ded. He wrote,
‘Tas Padmanporachi Lale, Tami gale
amryeth chav. Swa sanin avatar lwale,
tithyui mye var ditam Diva. The great Lal Ded
of Padamanpura drank a mouthful of nectar.
For us she is an incarnation. O Lord! Give
me a similar boon as you gave her.’ In the
true tradition of Vedanta, he considered the
world an illusion. He addresses himself in
these words: ‘Hai zuva bram chhui samsar
ho, zuva marun mothui kava, s’or ta zuva
gara panano. O my self realize that this

world is an illusion, why do you forget the
inevitable death; remember your own
home, the abode of the Divine.’ This
influence of non-dualism or ‘Advaita’ and
other Upanishadic principles as were
prevalent in Kashmir is vividly seen in the
writings, compositions and other verses of
the later Muslim saint-poets of Kashmir.

Let us first see what these Saint poets
have said about their mentor, Lal Ded.
Mohmud Gami (1765 – 1855), a great name
in Kashmiri poetry, who may not strictly be
clubbed with Saint poets has written a
beautiful verse associating every seeker
with Lal Ded in these words: ‘Tsonza
shoobai ba khazmatsei, granz Sahibo
hyetsthas na zanh. Ada nav pyom Lala
matsei, aavaz vatsei no. I am nothing but a
maid to serve you, no one to be counted by
you. Then I got the name of ecstatic Lala,
My Lord! Did you not hear my wail?’ Shamas
Faqir (1843 – 1906, real name Mohammad
Siddiq Bhatt), one of the foremost Saint-
poets of Kashmir who lived in Chinikral
Mohalla in Srinagar was fascinated by the
writings of Lal Ded. He has paid tribute to
her in one of his compositions and also
made a mention of her having given spiritual
guidance to Nunda Rishi. Says he, ‘Kor Lali
ikavata aakash pranas, zan milanav
Bhagavaanas seit. Lali trov zala no’t manz
pote’l khanas. Zan milanav Bhagavaanas
seit. Tchala gayi Lala ma’ts shurahyar
shranas. Hala tami kor zagi tikatar tarnas.
Kala tami tsotnai nafsi shaitanas, zan
milanav Bhagavaanas seit. Vopa deesh karni
gayi Nunda reshanas. Rindav dophas aini
Irfan. Tshyapi tshipras gyundun Shahi
Hamadanas, zan milinav Bhagavaanas seit.

(To be continued)

Author can be contacted at:
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Our Identity  - Dr. Chaman Lal Raina

 Dejihor - A Symbol of Suhagin
(Dedicated to the Motherhood of Kashmiri Pandit women)

ejihor is a golden ornament (mJçCç&
DççYçÓøçCç) designed as the symbol of
being a dyeka bada ([îçkçÀeyç @[).
dyeka bada in Kashmiri Pandit

ethos is known as Suhagin sobhagyawati
(mçánççÆiçvç mççÌYççi³çJçlççÇ).
Dejihor is a golden
ornament (mJçCç& DççYçÓøçCç)
designed as the
symbol of being a
Dyeka bada ([îçkçÀeyç@[).
Dyeka bada in Kashmiri Pandit ethos is
known as Suhagin-Saubhagyawati (mçánçç Æiçvç
mççÌYççi³çJçlççÇ). The word suhagin is considered
as a very auspicious  for a married woman
in the Hindu ethos. Dejihor is not a Mangla
Sutra, as is seen in other Hindu traditions,
but it is   a representation of being Dvija/
twice- born according to the Laughakshi
Paddati of Kashmiri Pandit heritage.
Previously it used to be a panadâva (hçvçeoçJç)
around the neck of a married woman. Now
panadaav is rarely seen, it has been
replaced by the golden chain. In the early
Vedic civilization, every woman was
supposed to be invested with the
Yajneopavit (sacred thread). Later, Mangla
Sutra took the place of the Bhrahma Sutra-
Upanayana in the rest of Bharat except
Kashmir. Kashmir evolved a new system,
where the Dijihor took place of  the
Upanayana at the time of Devaguna
Sanskara/initiation before the actual
Panigrihan Saptapadi/ marriage ceremony
of the girl.  Divyaguna, popularly known as
Divagoan in Kashmiri is the essential
Sanskara for a girl for receiving  the divine
qualities through a special ‘Homa/Havana’,

invoking Indra, Mitra,
Varuna, read with the
Swasti Mantras and
Shanti Prakarna, along
with ‘Aajya homa, Yava
tila Homa and Anna
homa’. Then the sacred
'Deji hor' is put on her
ears, with the Vedic Mantras to imbibe the
good qualities in the bride.

Dejihor is made of gold and should be
of the gold alone. Gold represents the
Hiranyagarbha or the cosmic womb. Gold is
known as the Swarna in Sanskrit, which is
the Hiranyamayi tattva of Shri Sharika.
Why?
Gold is considered as the
purest form of metal,
which never gets stained.
Shri Sharika is said to be
of the Hiranyamayi Divya
Tattva (ç ÆnjC³çcç³çç Ç çÆoJ³çlçÊJç).
Hiranya means gold.
Design of the jewelry is also influenced by
the religious ethos. Since Kashmir has
remained a Shakti Pitha and the Shaktivad
has been the main source of our spiritual
insight and for upbringing within the
Sanatana Dharma, so it was natural that
Dejihor should have taken the symbol of
the Shri Yantra. At the Anushthhana/
invocation of Devaguna, known as Kanya
Sanaska, the Dejihor is sanctified by the
Vedic and the Tantrik Mantras related to
the Shri Yantra.

tattvatiitaM tu baindavaM (lçÊJççlçç Çlç b lç á
yç ÌvoJçcç d) is the trancendental state,which
starts from the Bindu. The Bhairava Yaamala

D
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explains the beauty  of the Bindu in the
Agamic Yantras - sacred geometry of the
Hindus. As the Deji hor has evolved out of
the Bindu, it helps the ‘Suhagini’ to  be in
tune with the qualities, as prescribed in the
'Kashmir Vivaha Paddhati', and for
celebrating the married life for higher
consciousness, in the realm of spirituality.
It suggests a married woman to be the
integral part of the ‘Shri Chakra’, where
Shiva and Shakti are always in unison.
Really, a wonderful idea  has been given by
our ancestors, who were the descendents
of great Rishis. The 'Baindavi Shakti'
transcends all the triple qualities pf Sattva-
Rajas -Tamas, which is the realization of the
Self within the norms of being a nice woman
- a nice wife, a nice daughter-in-law and
nice mother. She is revered as the mâtr sakti
(cççlç ã Mçç qkç wlç). The reason why the married
woman is revered as the Matri Shkti,  bears
its testimony to the Vedic injunction, which
is read/recited at the 'Sapta Padi' ritual. 
Sapta Padi is the important segment of the
'Vivaha Prakarana - walking around the
sacred fire, taking each others hand, cross
ways, to establish the intimacy in the life
and beyond. This is Sahabhaava between
ahusnand and wife, as both are
complementary to each other.
 It reads as agnirimâm trâyatâm
gârhapatyah so’syâh prajâm muñcantu
mrtyu pâsât  (DççÆivççÆjcççb $çç³çlççb iççn&hçl³ç: mççíòm³çç: Òçpççb
cçá_®çvlçá cçãl³çá hççMççlçd). May the sacred Agni, which
has been invoked should save her progeny,
as being the mother through the
wedlock,within the two different
Gotras,performed within the Vedic
norms.She is verily, the saviour, as being the
Annapurna Devi (DçvvçhçÓCçç& oíJççÇ) of the house hold.
        If we recollect the days of our mothers
and grand mothers, they would invariably
invoke the gaarhapatya Agni (iççn&hçl³ç: DççÆivç)

with the Mantras at the morning times,
while igniting the fire for cooking purposes 
in the  kitchen.

Shri Yantra is the Chakreshvara, the King
of the all Yantras, according to the Shaiva -
Shakti Agamas. The hymn related to the
formation of the Shri Yantra is bindu-
trikona-vasukona daúârayugmam
manvasra-nâgadala-samyutasodasâram
vrtta trayam ca dharanîsadanatrayam ca
shri cakrarajamuditam,paradevataayaH

(çÆyçvoá-çÆ$çkçÀçíCç-JçmçákçÀçíCç oMççj³çáicçb
cçvJçÞç-vççiçouç-mçb³çálçMççí[ Mççjb~

JçãÊç $ç³çb®ç OçjCççÇmçovç$ç³çb ®ç
ÞççÇ ®ç¬çÀjçpç cçáçÆolçchçj oíJçlçç³çç:~~)

1. Dot (Bindu) is Ananda - All Bliss.
2. The inverted triangle is Sarva Siddhi
Pradaa Shakti, the Giver of all prosperity.
3. Eight Triangles are the Sarva Rogahara
Chakra - the Destroyer of all diseases.
4. Ten Triangles are the Sarva Rakshaakara
Chakra - the All Saviour.
5. Next ten Triangles are the Sarvartha
Saadhaka Chakra - the Giver of the all
fortune.
6. Fourteen Triangles are the Sarva
Saubhagya Daayaka Chakra - Giver of all
types of auspiciousness.
7. Eight Lotus Petals are the Sarva
Sankshobhana Chakra, the giver of the Eight
perfections, by removing all the
obstructions.
8. Sixteen Lotus Petals are the Sarva Pari
Puraka Chakra, the Giver of all
accomplishments.
9. Square of three lines with four portals is
the Trailokya Mohan Chakra, which is all
potent in recognizing the triple world of
Bhu-Bhuvah-Svaha with purity and
austerity.

The Nine Chakras are represented by
the Shatkona, two holes and one Mukta
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Bindu/ pearl Chuni.  Dejihor being the
symbol of Shri Sharika, bestows upon the
bride all auspiciousness, as described in the
following shloka:
dhanaM  dhaanyaM dharaaM   harmyaM 
kiirtimaayuryashaH   shriyam.
turgaan dantinaaH putraan mahaalaxmiiM
prayacCha me. (Oçvçb Oççv³çb Oçjçb nc³ç¥ kçÀçÇçÆlç&cçç³çá³ç&Mç: çÆÞç³çcçd~
lçáiççvçd oçÆvlçvçç: hçá$ççvçd cçnçuç#cççR Òç³ç®s cçí~~) O Mother
Sharika! Grant me all the material benefits,
i.e. wealth and all sustaining  edibles. I must
be bestowed with  purity of mind and soul! 
May we liveI a full span of life. May you bless
me with noble children and all prosperity
for the family. 

Mantras are powerful and produce the
positive energy. Thus the Dejihor was
designed by the great Kashmiri Acharyas to
infuse the divine strength for the would-
be married woman. The designs are
changing, but the Shatkona with circular dot
at the extremities have remained the same.
The size of the Dejihor has changed and is
still changing, with the passage of time.

This Dejihor is the Section of the
Chakreshvara, which we revere at the Hari
Parbhat. The two holes of the Dejihor
represent the Jaya and Vijaya Shaktis within
the Shatkona Yantra. The Atahor (Dçìençíj) is
presented by the in-laws to represent the
invocation and blessings from the Maha
Lakshmi, when the bride is received for the
first time by the Wai’ryuw/ in-laws after the
marriage ceremony is over. At the Sata
Raath the bride/ married woman gets the
Attahor’ (Dçìençíj) from the Maalyun/ parental
house, and the tradition continues for the
rest of her life. I think, it is more of affection,
reverence for the married daughter from
her parents. The Atta is the name of Shiva,
and Attahor is Shiva Shakti Eka Roopini (çÆMçJç
MççÆkçwlç ªçÆhçCççÇ), the Oneness of Shiva and Shakti.
The Shatkona is the Shiva and Shakti in

Unison and is represented in
the figure here:

The inverted triangle is
revered as being the Primal
Prakriti. The upward triangle is termed as
the Purusha The Bindu at the center of the
Shatkone is represented by a Chu’ni (®çÓv³ç)
precious stone in Kashmiri language. It
represents the Priya Bindu of the Shri Raj
Rajeshvari Shri Chakra.  The Mantra runs as:
Shri- Chakra- Priya- Bindu-Tarpana- Para -
Shri Raja-Rajeshvari. The central dot of the
Shri Chakra is the transcendental stage of
the Shri Rajarajeshvari. Kashmiri Pandits
bless the mahâryena (cçnç³çxvç) bride to be the
Raja Rajeshvari. She is said to be the
râjaryena (jçpç³çxvç), after Mahaaryen.

Dejihor is the Divine Shringaara as its
efficacy has been said in the
Bhavopnishada. niyatisrmgârâdayo rasâ
animâdisiddhayah (ç Æv ç³ç ç Æl çMç ã bi ç çjço³çç í jmçç
DççÆCçcçççÆoçÆmçà³ç:~) The  shringara (Mçãbiççj), which is
destined to be the part of one’s divine
deeds, leads to the Anima etc. perfections
as said in the PatanjalaYoga
Glossary:
• Atahor/ tassel is made of soulma (silver
thread). Now a days golden Atahor is
replaced instead of  soulma atahor. Atahor
is being hanged with the Atha/ Latkan/
hanging chain through the pierced ears in
the center of the ear. Wearing of a new
atahor is a shagun in Kshmiri Pandit
religious ethos.
• Chu’ni is a semi precious stone/ jewel,
which is fixed in the center of the Shatkone.
It represents the nucleolus of the Shri
Yantra, which is very dear to Raj Rajeshvari,
whose abode is Shri Yantra/ Chakra
• Dvija has turned into Deji, in the Kashmiri
language. Hor means the jur’i, two in
number. Dejihor is not a single ornament,
but must be two units within one set. .
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Humour
One day in a school in London, a teacher
said to a class of 5-year olds; “I’ll give
10 pounds to the child who can tell me
who was the most famous man who
ever lived.” An Irish boy put his hand
up and said, “It was St. Patrick.” The
teacher said, “Sorry Paddy, that’s not
correct.” Then a Scottish boy put his
hand up and said, “It was St. Andrew.”
The teacher replied, “I’m sorry,
Hamish, that’s not right either.” Finally,
a Gujju Patel boy raised his hand and
said, “It was Jesus Christ.” The teacher
said, “That’s absolutely right, Raj, come
up here and I’ll give you the 10 pounds
that I promised.” As the teacher was
giving Raj his money, she said, “You
know Raj, since you’re a Patel, I am very
surprised you said Jesus Christ.” Raj
replied after pocketing the 10 pounds,
“Yes. In my heart I knew it was Krishna,
but then business is business.”

çÆ³çvçe  mçç@ DçmçKç!
pçvççvçe DçKç iç@çÆ³ç ³çíje oákçÀçvçmç H³çþ lçe Jççôvçávç ³çíje
Jçç@çÆuçmç, ``jçlç ³Jçmçe yç@çÆvç³ççvç cçô ]®çô çÆvççÆMç cç@u³ç
nô]®ç, ]®çô JççôvçáLç mJç çÆs Dçmuç ³çíje®ç~ cçiçj iççÆj Jçás
DççÆmç lçLç yç@çÆvç³çççÆvç Dççímç uççÇçÆKçLç çÆ]pç ³çíj sávçe
DçmçuççÇ ³çíj~''

oákçÀçvçoçj Dççímç ®ççuççKç~ oçôHçávçmç, ``æ®çe
sKç c³çç@v³ç Òçç@v³ç Kç@jçÇoçj, yçe çÆocçe³çç æ®çô³ç oçíKçe~
mçá sá lçLç Dççmççvç kçÀôc³çvç ¬çÀóuçvç Kçç@lçje uççÇçÆKçLç,
³çáLç vçe çÆlçcç Dçmuç ³çíj ]pçç@çÆvçLç yç@çÆvç³ççvç K³çvç~''

]pçvççvçe mçhçe]pç çÆ³ç yçÓçÆ]pçLç cçálçcç³ççÇvç~

• Hor means two put in together, just lake
Dand Hor, wa’ink Hor.
• Jaya and Vijaya are the main associates of
Shri Raj Rajeshvari.
• Purusha is the Static form of the Absolute
Brahman and Prakriti is the Total
manifestation.
• Hari Parbat is the Divine Abode of Shri
Sharika, the Presiding mother of the
Chakreshvara Yantra.
• Shatkona is the hexagonal figure
representing Shiva and Shakti.

The author is highly grateful to Sanskrit
teachers and Professors like Prof. L.N.Sapru,
Prof. P.N.Pushp, Prof. Nila Kanth Gurtoo,
Prof. Kashi Nath Dhar for receiving
encouragement from them in his Sanskrit
studies. The author acknowledges the
guidance; he received from Shri J.N.Sibu of 
Purushyar Habba Kadal/Mumbai in
understanding the Tantras and Agamas of
Kashmir.
(Note: The copy right of this article and
graphics lies with the author.)

Author can be contacted at:
rainachamanlal@yahoo.com

Do You Know
Letters ‘a’, ‘b’, ‘c’ & ‘d’ do not appear
anywhere in the spellings of 1 to 99. (Letter
‘d’ comes for the first time in Hundred)

Letters ‘a’, ‘b’ & ‘c’ do not appear
anywhere in the spellings of 1 to 999.
(Letter ‘a’ comes for the first time in
Thousand)

Letters ‘b’ & ‘c’ do not appear
anywhere in the spellings of 1 to
999,999,999. (Letter ‘b’ comes for the first
time in Billion)

And Letter ‘c’ does not appear
anywhere in the spellings of entire English
counting.
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rjun Dev Majboor was born in
Zainapora village in Pulwama
District in Kashmir in the year
1924. Having orphaned in the

early stage of his life, he worked in a co-
operative bank after passing his
Matriculation. In due course of time, he got
a job in the court which he did not continue
for a long. He went to Lahore, where he
started learning Sanskrit. On his return from
Lahore, he worked with Prem Nath Bazaz
for some time. He was subsequently
employed in Education
Department after he got a
Degree in Teaching.

Arjun Dev Majboor was very
much influenced by Kalidas,
Galib and Nadim. He translated
Kalidas’s Meghadootam into
Kashmiri verse. His first
collection of poems Kalaam-e-
Majboor was published in the
year 1955, followed by
Dashahaar in 1983, Dazavuni Kosam in 1987,
Padi Samyik in 1993 and Tyol in 1995. He also
authored his most notable set of essays
Tehqeeq. He has written a good number of
short stories in Kashmiri, which have over
the years been translated into various other
Indian languages. Majboor has translated
Nilamata Purana into Urdu, which is
expected to be published by the J&K
Academy of Art, Culture & Languages soon.
He has also worked and written a lot on the
Pre-historic Period of Kashmir and Kashmiri
Culture, parts of which have already been
published and more yet to be published.

Arjun Dev Majboor has authored
research papers on Lala Lakshman, a well

Profile - Ashish Zutshi

 Arjun Dev Majboor - A Great Scholar
known Kashmiri
humorist-poet (1892-1962
AD) and compiled a book
on his works titled
‘Kuliyat-e-Lala Lakhman’,
published by J&K
Academy in 1982.
Majboor has also to his
credit, a research article on Arinimal. He has
published monograph on Krishen Razdan.

‘WAVES’, A collection of Arjun Dev
Majboor’s 30 poems, selected and

translated into English by Prof.
Arvind Gigoo, has opened a wide
window on his works, thus
taking him right across the
country. This book won him an
award from Poets Foundation,
Calcutta, presented to him
personally by Chief Justice
Shyamal Kumar Sen of Calcutta
High Court on 20 December 1999.
According to Dr. B.K.Moza, this

book brings out his deep rooted love for
the beautiful valley of Kashmir, the land of
his birth, where he sees his cultural roots.
Dr. R.L.Bhat, a well known reviewer and
columnist says, “Had WAVES not appeared,
non-Kashmiri people in Tagore’s land might
never have tasted the rich flavors, Majboor
has been brewing.” Majboor won the All
India Radio Award in National Songs
Competition, and also the Best Book Award
from the J&K Academy of Art, Culture &
Languages in 1993 for his book ‘Padi
Samyik’. 

Arjun Dev Majboor was conferred with
the Rashtra Bhasha Samaan by Rashtra
Bhasha Samiti, Jammu in the year 2005 for

A

Arjun Dev Majboor
1924 - 2010
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his contribution to Hindi language. He has
been honoured with the Saraswati Award
by the J&K Vichar Manch in 2005 for his
contribution to Kashmiri literature, and also
with the Vitasta Award by Naagraad,
Jammu. 

What kind of a love Majboor has for the
place of his birth, is evident from his
writings. Dr Manzoor Fazili has this to say,
“The political upsurge and violence in the
Valley forced him to leave Kashmir in 1990.
Since then he feels alienated. He is
conscious of separation from his native
village and native place .….. The soul of the
poet tumults in such a manner that he turns
majboor (helpless) and is sandwiched
between the love of his native land and its
separation. He aches, has agonies and woes
that his personality is shattered.” An Album
depicting Majboor’s outpouring on the
ethos of Kashmir is shortly being released
in Kashmir.

It is very difficult to sum up the character
of Majboor as a writer, especially as a poet.
But Maharaj Krishan Santoshi’s brief
assessment tells a lot about the poet:
“Arjun Dev Majboor is a restless soul, who
always wants to come out with something.
Although he is septuagenarian, yet old age
has not touched his spirits. He is as such,
the most diligent poet of Kashmiri”. Shri
T.N.Koul adds, “Arjun Dev Majboor’s poetry
is marked by deftness of expression, deep
introspection, progressive outlook and
mature treatment. His works constitute a
muffled outcry of his bruised heart against
the disappearance of old values and the
disequilibrium of modern life”.

Author can be contacted at:
ashishzutshi@hotmail.com

[Note: Shri Arjun Dev Majboor breathed his
last on 15th December 2010 at Jammu. This
article was written before his sad demise.]

"Why don’t you occupy it, now that the
Battas are not here?"
"We would have taken it over long back had
it not been for these dogs," she said with
disdain.
"Which dogs?" Virji was taken aback.
"The men in uniform who have been
camping here ever since the cowardly
Battas ran away," she said disdainfully
while the girls gave their assent by nodding
their heads. Virji was left speechless as they
pranced, hopped and dispersed, humming
an Azadi tune.

Author can be contacted at:
kundanleela@yahoo.com

Wisdom Versus   ...      From Page 11

The Ring of Suleiman  ... From Page 21

piece of luxury, takes on a special, even
crucial meaning especially in bitter poverty,
where the experience of want determines
a person’s life expectations. Luxury
confirms and symbolizes the fact that the
human being is able to raise his existence
above all the indignities and insecurities,
despite everything.  All this taken together
leads inexorably to one conclusion. We do
not need words of wisdom which no one
bothers to live by. What we need is luxury -
superfluous and unreasonable - especially
for the poor.

Author can be contacted at:
spkachru@rediffmail.com

Are you a Life Member of
Kashmiri Pandits' Association, Mumbai?

If not, enroll now.
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ashmir, a hill-locked  valley
would remain under  a snow
blanket  for months together in
ancient times. People would

remain indoors to save themselves from
biting cold and other weather related
difficulties. No doubt people engaged
themselves in different indoor chores but
still there was enough time to do other
works. During this period, Kashmiri people
would enjoy listening to Daastaan by a
Daastaan-go.

It may be recalled that Kashmiri
language was once neglected for a long
period because of foreign rule.
Persian was being taught and
most of the  written material was
in Persian. Later on, Persian was
replaced by Urdu in the late
nineteenth century. Even today
we see most of the elderly
people in our community
reading, writing and speaking
Persian with ease. There are
numberless hymns in Persian.
This is also a fact and may be an irony that
very few people today prefer to read or
write Kashmiri. There was a time when
there were professional story tellers  and
people would  gather around them only to
listen to them.

It is after a pretty long time that we are
again  re-discovering our forgotten Masnavi
legacy in Kashmiri. M.K.Raina has taken a
bold step by embarking upon translating
Masnavis in Devanagari-Kashmiri after his
successful short stories broke fresh ground
in Kashmiri literature. He has been
mercurial in translating Masnavis in

Preview - Ravinder Ravi

 M.K.Raina's Gul-e-Bakawali
Devanagari to showcase
the untapped literary
wealth in the field of
Masnavi. Shri Raina has
chosen a right time to put
these Masnavis in
Standardized Devanagari-
Kashmiri script so that
more and more people  could  read and
enjoy them. The author has already
translated Daastan-e-Gulrez in Devanagari-
Kashmiri and  this time he chose to translate
the Daastaan-e-Gule Bakawali in
Devanagari Kashmiri for which he deserves

commendation.
Masnavi is an Arabic word

which was never used by Arabs.
It was used by other languages.
Kashmiri Masnavi came from
Persian after Mehmood Gaami
got several Persian Masnavis
translated into Kashmiri. It starts
with the praise of God and after
that Daastaan gets underway. It
has got different kinds and deals

with Love, War, Compassion, Peace and
other many many topics.  Sheereen Farhaad,
Yousuf Zulaikha, Haroon Rashid, Laila
Majnoo, Heemaal Nagirai, Ziny Mozoor, Aqa
Nandun, Ram Charit, Saam Nam, are some
of the glaring examples in the field of
Masnavi. Mir Hasan’s  Sahr-ul-Bayan in Urdu
is being considered as a unique Masnavi,
and in Kashmiri, although Gulrez is
considered the best  but  other Masnavis
are also equally good.

Daastaan Gule-Bakawali too is a
milestone in Kashmiri Literature. This
Daastaan has been written by Nyamatullah

K

Daastan
Gul-e-Bakawali

oçmlççvçí
içáuçí-yçkçÀçJçuççÇ

M.K.Raina
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Parray in versified Persio-Kashmiri and
compiled by Mohd. Ahsan Ahsan and Gulam
Hasan Taskeen. Shri Raina has dwelt on its
origin and who is its actual creator, this point
has also been dealt with. Although it has
been described as a Hindustani Masnavi but
some critics talk about its Iranian influence.
Noted critic Prof. Gopi Chand Narang
disputes both the contentions. Major
portion of the Daastaan has Indian feel and
flavour and may be after Muslim Rule in
India, Muslim influence especially the
Iranian influence may have cast its shadow
over Daastaan-goyi (story-telling) also. Its
original manuscript is with the Cambridge
University. Shri Raina has quoted Mohd
Yousuf Teng who says, Niyam Sab’s Masnavi
is based on the Urdu Translation of the first
manuscript  of Gule-Bakawali written by Izat
Ullah Bengali and the translation has been
done by Nihal Chand Lahori. Daastaan Gule-
Bakawali has been translated into various
other languages including English and
French. It is worth mentioning that this
Daastaan has been given different names
by different authors. It is named as Mazhab-
e-ishq in Urdu  by Nihal Chand. Najam Din
Miskeen translated it into Punjabi.
M.K.Raina  has tried to get deep into it to
find out whether it is a real story or an
imaginative description of an anecdote. It
is said that a King ‘Raja Bhoj’ once sent his
son to an under developed area. Great
Astrologers and Learned Men in the court
accompanied the Prince to the area and
planted trees and developed a magical
garden. A beautiful girl was born to the
King. She was named Narbadaal. The sweet
fragrance of her youthfulness reached
every nook and corner. A hermit named
Sone Bhadra inflamed with love, was
bewitched by the fragrance and he fell in
love with her, having heard about her
beauty even though he had not seen her

personally. By hook or by crook, this hermit
reached before Bakawalli (Narbadaal) and
presented her a flower with the condition
that she shouldn’t be married to anybody.
Meanwhile a Prince was fascinated by her
beauty and told her that he loved her. Raja
Bhoj accepted his request. When Sone
Bhadra  heard about it, he was heart broken.
He cursed Narbadaal to change into water
and wash away with it. She was turned into
a river which was named Narbada. Even the
historian Mohd Din Fouq endorses this
story and says, “Amar Kantak is a holy place
of Hindus and Narbada springs out from the
same place.” However, Shri Raina doesn’t
suffer any loss when he absolves himself
by not commenting and coming to a final
conclusion regarding the Masnavi’s
authenticity. He categorically states, that
his purpose is to bring before readers, the
Kashmiri literary treasures in Devanagari
script, which otherwise is available only in
versified Persio-Kashmiri script. Be that as
it may, this great  Daastaan belongs to us
and we  are proud to have created such
great literary pieces. Shri Raina has indeed
done a good job by bringing this Masnavi
before the readers in Kashmiri as well as in
Hindi. Shri Raina intends to serialise the
Hindi version in Milchar, which again is a
welcome step.

Author can be contacted at: ,
ravinderkoulravi@gmail.com

Note from Editor: The Kashmiri Classic Gul-
e-Bakawali (Hindi version) will  appear
serially in 'Milchar' from the next issue.

cçjnyçç sá çÆlçcçvç (HççÆjJççjvç) çÆ³çcç DçbûççÇ]p³ççÆkçÀ
]pçyçjomç cççnçíuçe yççJçpçÓo Mçá³ç&vç kçÀç@Mçáj
yççíuçevççJççvç çÆs~

-[ç. jlçvç uççuç Mççblç
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Collaged Painting  - Shiva at Kailasa

The painting suggests the meditative aspect of Shiva, who is 'Trigunatmaka
Prakriti' has been shown through different colors, vibrating
AUM, through Primal Spanda, forming the universe. Shiva
has been drawn on the Pipal leaf, who sends the vibration
through various Mantras. These Mantras are the Agamas of
Kashmir, and Bhawani Sahsranama is the main source of
inspiration of our Shakti tradition. The solar energy has been
shown rising from the east, as we revere Surya in the form of 'Martanda'.

Painting & Text by Chaman Lal Raina, Miami, USA

nÌ cçácççÆkçÀvç      ...      mçácççÇlç hçìJççjçÇ

kçÀuç mçáyçn pççiçíiççÇ ³çn jçlç, kçÀnçR yçáPç pçç³çíiççÇ pçuçlççÇ jçKç
kçÀuç mçáyçn DççuçÓoiççÇ Kçáo mçn vç hçç³çíiççÇ içáìvç
nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç

kçÀuç mçáyçn içç³çíiççÇ çÆKç]pççb, vçHçÀjlç kçÀçìíiççÇ ³çÓb mç]pçç
kçÀuç mçáyçn cçç³çÓmççÇ YççÇ vçç®çíiççÇ kçÀjkçíÀ FkçÀ pçMvç
nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç

kçÀuç ojJçíMççW kçÀç YççÇ cçá]kçÀçcç, nçíiçç mçyçmçí nçÇ DççuççÇMççvç
kçÀuç Jçn çÆmç³ççmçlç kçíÀ içáuççcç, oWiçí Jçlçvç kçíÀ çÆuç³çí pççvç
kçÀuç mçáyçn mççÇjlç kçÀç nçÇ oáçÆvç³çç cçW nçíiçç ®çuçvç
nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç

kçÀuç onMçlçiçoça kçÀçÇ pçiçn, nçWiççÇ KçáçÆMç³ççW kçÀçÇ çÆjJçç³çlç
DççÌj pçyç oáçÆvç³çç kçÀçÇ mçjnoW, nçWiççÇ FkçÀ hçuç cçW ³çÓb ]HçÀvçç
lçyç nj cççmçÓcç nçLç, mççR®çíiçç Dçhçvçç ³çn ®çcçvç
nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç ... nçíiçç Dçcçvç

☯☯☯

Sumeet Patwari, a practising ayurvedic
doctor associated with Wockhardt
Foundation, Mumbai, is a budding
model. Son of Dr. H.N.Patwari of Bohri
Jammu, Sumeet was recently selected
by the United Colors of Benneton to
promote Benneton range of
products. He was the only model
from India among 20 models selected
worldwide.

Sumeet also has a passion for
singing and plays guitar. He lives in
Khar, Mumbai .

A
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itasta is known to the Kashmiris
as Veth. When it leaves the
Valley at Baramulla, it is called
Kashur Darya. After it joins

Kishenganga, it is called Jhelum, the name,
derived from a Punjab town of the same
name. Jhelum is now the most commonly
known name.
Origin: Nilamata Purana regards Vitasta as
an incarnation of
Uma, who at the
request of
Kashyapa came
bubbling forth as a
river from a hole as
big as Vitashi, made
by Lord Shiva with
his spear.
Traditional source
is the Nila Kund,
also called
Vitastatru. The
auspicious Vitasta is
verily the holy river,
remover of all sins.
According to a legend, Vitasta disappeared
and re-appeared three times till it finally
appeared at Vethavatur, about one mile to
the West of Verinaag.
Tributaries: Vitasta is the recipient of the
drainage of the entire valley. Its major
tributaries are as follows:

Between its source and Khanabal,
Vitasta is joined by streams known as
Sandrin, Brang and Arpal, bringing water
from Kothar, Kokarnaag and Achhabal
respectively.

On its right bank, the Vitasta is joined
by Lidr near Khanabal, Sindh at Shadipur,

Know Your Motherland

 River Vitasta (Jhelum)

Tsunthkol (from Dal Lake) at Mysuma,
Srinagar and Pohru at Doabgah near Sopore.

On its left bank, the Vishau Rambiara
combine joins it at Sangam (Khanabal) and
the Doodganga just below Srinagar.

Sindh is its biggest tributary. It drains
the entire mountain water from Dras to
Harmukh. It forms the Prayag of Kashmir at
its confluence with the Vitasta at Shadipur.

The Vitasta has a zigzag course and
wends its way through the Valley. Its length
from Khanabal to Baramulla is 102 miles. Its
breadth and depth may vary with seasons.
According to Lawrence, its average width
was 210 feet and depth 9 feet. Its fall from
Khanabal to its basin i.e. Wular Lake is just
220 feet, with a little more up to Baramulla.
Its normal velocity was 1.5 miles per hour
(before dredging). It is prone to floods in
rainy season and gets alluvial soil with it.

Project Zaan Archives
www.ikashmir.net/zaan

Write to us at : projectzaan@yahoo.co.in
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Editor's Mail

Ø ìççÆþ cçnçjçpç kçãÀøCç mçç@yçe,
vçcçmkçÀçj~ o³ç uçç@mççÆJçvçJç mççmçmç
Jç@çÆj³çmç! çÆ³ç ]pçççÆvçLç çÆ]pç lJççÆn nôæ®çeJçe
çÆcçuç]e®ççje®ç cç@oçÇjç@³ççÇ yçôçÆ³ç hççvçmç h³çþ,
iççímç yçe m³çþçn njMçmç~ lçáneb]pç çÆ³ç

ç]ÆpçcçeJçç@jçÇ yçôçÆ³ç hççvçmç h³çþ nôv³ç çÆs çÆcçuç]®ççje®ç lçe
cçô çÆnJ³çvç uçíKçvç Jççu³çvç n]ebpç yç@[ yçççÆiçJçç@vççÇ~
çÆcçuçeæ®ççje®ç DççÆcç çÆkçÀv³ç ç]Æpç lç@c³ç pçjçÇovç ÒççíJç HçÀçÇçÆjLç
lJççÆn cç]bpç DçKç iJçvçcççLç lçe yççjmçÓKç cç@oçÇj ³çmç
Dçuçe hçuçe mçç@jçÇ kçÀç@çÆMç³ç& çÆuçKçç@³ç& ]pçç@v³ç çÆs, çÆ³çcç
]pçvç yçKçáMççÇ lçmçebçÆomç Jçvçevçmç h³çþ çÆcçuç]e®ççjmç Jçámçpççj
çÆovçmç cç]bpç yç´çWn çÆ³çLç JççÆæs Jçç@çqvpç DçLçe jçôì kçÀjvç~
çÆuçKçç@³ç& çÆs vç@mççÇyçe Jçç@u³ç DççÆcç çÆkçÀv³ç çÆ]pç çÆlçcçvç
cçíçÆuç Dç@çÆkçÀmç yççMçTj oço çÆonbo cç@oçÇje mçebçÆo o@m³ç
hçvçeç Ævç lçKçuççÇkçÀe yçç ]pççíkçÀ hçjvç Jççu³çvç lççcç
JççlçevççJçevçákçÀ ]pç@çÆjçÆ³ç~ c³çç@v³ç JççÆæs Jçç@v³ççÆpç Dçç@nçÇ
sJçe ç]Æpç lJççÆn Jçç@l³çvçJçe lçcççcç iJçvçcççlçvç nábo [Kç
lçe lçán]ebpç cç@oçÇjç@³ççÇ Kç@çÆmçvç DçMç&mç! JJçv³ç ³çôçÆuç lJççÆn
Kççj nôæ®çeJçe cççÆì, yççj ³çôçÆæsvçJçe DççíyçjçÆ³ç mççvç vçKçe
Jççuçávç~
         Dççcç kçÀç@Mçáj uçíKçvç Jççu³çvç sô ]pçe Jçlçe hçvçávç
u³ççôKçálç hçjvç Jççu³çvç, cçoçnvç lçe vç]kçÀçovç  lççcç
JççlçevççJçvçeçÆ®ç~ DçKç JçLç sô çÆ³ç çÆ]pç çÆuçKçç@³ç& DççÆvç
hçvçeçÆvçmç Kç®ç&mç h³çþ çÆkçÀlççyç sç@çÆhçLç hçvçávç u³ççôKçálç
uçákçÀvç yç´çWn kçáÀvç~ ÒçôLç kçÀçBçÆmç çÆs vçe Jç@mççÇuçe çÆ]pç mçá
nôçÆkçÀ çÆkçÀlççyç sçhçvçákçÀ KççÆ®ç& lçáçÆuçLç~ JJçv³ç çÆ³çcç
lççÆs yççÆs kç@ÀçÆjLç çÆkçÀlççyç sçhçevççJççvç çÆlç çÆs, l³çánábo
lçpç©yçe sá çÆ]pç çÆkçÀlççyç sô nççÆ³ç lçe KççÆ®ç& jç³çiççvç
içæsçvç, ¿çvçe Jççu³çvç nebçÆpç J³çæsçÆ³ç cçÓpçáyç~ oçôçÆ³çcç
lçe hç@çÆlçcç Jç@mççÇuçe sá  kçÀç@çÆMç³ç&vç mçbmLçç³çvç nebÐç Kç@mçÓmççÇ

cçÌiç]pççÇvç çÆ³çcç cçÌ³çç@oçÇ lççíj shççvç çÆs~ çÆuçKçç@³ç& çÆs
çÆ³çcçevçe³ç cçÌiç]pççÇvçvç h³çþ lç@çÆkçÀçÆ³ç kçÀjçvç lçe SçÆ[ìjmç
KJçjvç lçuç hçvçev³ç pç]pçyçç@lççÇ lçe Ðçcçç@iççÇ mçchçLç
$çç@çÆJçLç mçj Kçcç lçmçuççÇcç j]ç]ípççvç~
        içjçÇyç áuçJçlçvççÇ nebÐçJç ÜKçJç, oçÐçJç,
nç@çÆjmççlçJç, Jçç@çÆjoçlçJç, JçÓçÆjçÆvç lçe kçÓÀçÆjçÆvç kçÀ@[îç
kçÀç@çÆMç³ç&vç cçbpç Jçlçvç J³çuçç@³ç mçhçovçe hçlçe kçÌÀnç Dç@oçÇyç,
Dçç@çÆuçcç, Mçç@çÆ³çj, DçHçwmççvçe iç@³ç& yçílçjçÇ vç@v³ç~ Dç]pç
DçççÆmç çÆkçÀnçR vç³ç lçe Jçán HçÀçÇmço yçìe içjvç cçbpç DçKç
çÆuçKçç@³ç&~ yçá]pçiç& lçe yççkçÀcççuç mçççÆnyçççÆvç kçÀucçvç nebpç
sámç vçe yçe kçÀLç kçÀjçvç~ çÆlçcç çÆs vçe hçvçeçÆvç lçKçuççÇkçÀe
uçákçÀvç lççcç JççlçevççJçvçe yççhçLç kçáÀçÆvç çÆlç pç@jçÇoekçw³ç
cççônlççpç~ Dçcççhçá]pç Dççcç çÆuçKçç@³ç& sá oço lçe lçv]kçÀçÇoe
yççhçLç hçvçeçÆvç lçKçuççÇ]kçÀe uçákçÀvç lççcç JççlçevççJçávç ³çæsçvç~
lç@çÆcç yççhçLç sá çÆlçcçvç KJçMçvç@mççÇyççÇ çÆkçÀv³ç, Dçcççhçá]pç
æsçôì JçmççÇuçe kçWÀæ®çJç MçnjJç cçbpçe vçíjeJçev³ç cçÌiç]pççÇvç~
çÆ³çcçvç cçb]pçe kçÀç@æ®ççn lçKçuççÇkçÀe sô shççvç lçe kçÀç@æ®ççn
sô iççuçKççlçmç içæsçvç, çÆlç ]pççvçvç lJççÆn çÆnJ³ç hççjKççÇ
cç@oçÇjçvç~ Dçcççhç]ápç mçchççokçÀ mçççÆnyççvç çÆs kçÀcçe³ç
hçnvç çÆ³çcçvç lç@njçÇjvç h³çþ kçÀuçcç [ç@çÆuçLç Fmuççn
kçÀjçvç (lç@çÆlçLç ³çôçÆlçLç hçç]Æpç), vç nvçç æ®çáçÆkçÀ mççvç
vççoá©mlç kçÀuççcçmç cçáluçkçÀ hçvçev³ç jç³ç $çç³ç sç@çÆhçLç
uçíKçvç Jçç@çÆuçmç JçLç nçJççvç~ vçlççÇpçe sá vçíjçvç çÆ]pç
cçÌiç]pççÇvçvç cç]bpç sá LççÆo hçç³çákçÀ uçíKç lçe kçÀuççcçe lçe
lçákçÀyçboçÇ ªyçª vç]pççÆj içæsçvç~ hçjvç Jçç@u³ç çÆlç çÆs
vçe kçÀçbn jç³ç, oço ³çç lçv]kçÀçÇo mççí]pççvç~ DççÆcç çÆkçÀv³ç
sá vçe çÆuçKçç@çÆjmç hç³ççÇ uçiççvç çÆpç lç@çÆcçmçebpç lçKçuççÇkçÀ
sç cç³çç@jçÇ çÆkçÀvçe vçe~ njiççn vçe, lçe lç@çÆcçmç kçw³ççn
kç@ÀçÆjLç lçe çÆkçÀLçe kç@Àv³ç hççÆ]pç hçvçeçÆvç lçKçuççÇçÆkçÀ lçjcççÇcç
³çç Fmuççn kçÀ©vç?
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lççô¿ç ³ççôoJç³ç kçÀçbn mçyççÇuç kçÀçÆjJç çÆ]pç çÆuçKçç³ç&vç
çÆ³ççÆ³ç lçánebçÆo o@m³ç lçe lçánebçÆo cçÌiç]pççÇvçe çÆkçÀ ]pç@çÆjçÆ³ç
JçLç nçJçvçe, çÆ³ç kçÀocç DçççÆmç hçç@v³ç hççvçe cçávçHçÀo& lçe
DççÆcç mçç@l³ç cçíçÆuç çÆuçKçç³ç&vç JççôoyçJç~ iJçvçcççLçvç çÆlç
çÆs oço cçíuçvçe mçól³ç yJçkçÀe HçwJçuççvç lçe çÆlçcç çÆlç çÆyççÆ³ç
nvç Jççôuçemçvçmç çÆ³çJççvç~ cçáMçç@³çjvç cçbpç Jççn, Jççn
sá Mçç@³çjmç ç]ÆHçÀçÆkçÀçÆj lçe çÆ]pççÆkçÀçÆj nábo mçcçj yççmççvç~

njiççn yçe kçÀçbn jç³ç çÆocçe (jç³ç kçw³ççn çÆocçe,
o@çÆhçJç çÆ]pç J³çvçLç kçÀje) Kçyçj sç J³ççôþ cçç içæçÆs~
DççuçeJçmç cçb]pç Dçç@çÆmçJçe lççô¿ç hç@çÆlççÆcç çÆHçÀçÆj kçÀç@çÆMç³ç&
lçucççÇn sçhççvç~ çÆlçcç Lç@çÆJçlçJç Jççôv³ç pçç@jçÇ çÆcçuçeæ®ççjmç
cçbpç~ mçólççÇ njiççn Òçæ®çe, o@h³ç lçe cçánçJçje çÆlç çÆoçÆ³ççÆnJ³ç,
]pçyçj iççÆ æsní~ kçÀç @ç ÆMç³ç&vç cçÌiç ]pççÇvçvç cç b ]pç sá
lçv]pççícç]pççn kçÀcçe³ç hçnvç êWþ içæsçvç~ kç@ÀçÆjJç vçç jeæ®ç
kçÀç@cçç, kçWÀn cç]pçççÆn³çç DçHçÀmççvçe cç]pçcçÓvç, mJçKçvç
yçílçjçÇ sç@çÆhçLç Dç@çÆvçJç yçáL³ç yççkçÀuçvç Jçáþe kçáÀcçpççj~

yçç]kçÀe³ç ©lç~ vççôJç Jç@jçÇ vççÇçÆjvçJçe lJççÆn Mçá³ç&Jç
yçç@æ®çJç mççvç lçe mçç@çÆjmçe³ç ]pçiçelçmç, çÆcçuçeæ®ççjekçw³çvç
hçjvç Jççu³çvç ¿çLç, éçyç lçe ÖçÓÀæ®ç!
lçánábo uççíuçe mççvç,
Ëo³çvççLç kçÀçÌuç çEjo,
çÆMçJççMççÇøç, 81, DçCçáMççqkçwlçvçiçj,
v³çÓ mçcçç jçí[, Jç[çíoj - 390024.
hnkaul1@yahoo.com

lll
Ø Namaskar ,

Congratulations ! And I am sure
once again it will be as refreshing
as 'Harvan'. Anxiously waiting for
same. Regards,

Veer ji Wangoo
veeruz@gmail.com

lll

Ø Namaskar Mahara,
MUBARAK.
Brij Nath Betab
New Delhi.
bnbetab@yahoo.co.in

lll
Ø Revered Raina Sahab,

Namaskar Mahara,
Better late than never.
Ultimately your great milchar
and samchar proved to be

auspicious  to undertake once more  a
challenging as well as noble task which I am
sure will usher in a new chapter in our
literature that is coming of age. As soon as
I came  to know  about your starting second
innings, I was really delighted to receive it.
In this age of Globalisation, when cultures
are  being invaded, preserving ones identity
becomes a  daunting task. In this context
your efforts will go a long way in enriching
our language and taking our literature to
new heights. I  am sanguine that
'Milchar' will  prosper under your able
leadership.         
Ravinder Ravi.
ravinderkoulravi@gmail.com

lll
Ø Dear Maharaj Krishen,

Congratulations for taking up
the assignment. I am sure, in
your second stint, you will bring

your tremendous editorial experience to
the job at hand to make Milchar a news
letter that the readers  will look forward to
eagerly. Wishing you a successful second
innings.
K L Chowdhury
kundanleela@yahoo.com

lll
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Ø Dear Raina Sahib,
Namaskaar! I echo Doctor
(K.L.Chowdhury) Sahib’s
comments that he has so
eloquently put. Call me a
pessimist, but I have always

believed that we as a community are racing
against time. With several community
events unfolding in last several months, it
is clearer to me than before that we must
collectively use our strengths and unique
skills that Lord Shiva has bestowed us with,
and pool our resources to try to do our best
to preserve what we have not lost yet
before it is too late. Because of the time
crunch you could not devote as much time
to continue with Harvan issues as you
would have liked, and it is perfectly
understandable. It, however, has left a huge
void that will be hard to fill. My hats off to
you for taking over the responsibility of
Milchar publication once again. As before,
I am looking forward to the online versions
of this publication for the websites
maintained by me. For the record,
milchar.com site does not exist any more,
and the previous issues of Milchar have
been moved to http://iKashmir.net/
milchar. Regards,
Sunil Fotedar
Webster,Texas, USA
sunilfotedar@yahoo.com

lll
Ø Dear Raina Ji, 
Namaskar. On behalf of Kashmiri Pandit
Sabha, Panchkula Haryana, we welcome
your association with 'Milchar'. We request
you to share matrimonial advertisements
with us so to publish them in our
'Panchtarni' journal for the larger benefit

of our community. Hope you shall
cooperate. Thanks.
Vinod Razdan
razdan.vinod@gmail.com

lll
Dear Raina Sahib,
I Would like to convey sincere
appreciation & thanks on behalf
of the BOT and on my personal
behalf for accepting the

Editorship of Milchar inspite of your very
busy schedule. I am confident that under
your stewardship with able support from
Shri S.P.Kachru, Milchar will become one of
the most sought after community
magazines. I will be always available for any
support if required. Warm regards,
Rajen Kaul
rkaul06@gmail.com

lll
Ø Namaskar Sir,
Myself Aarti Sher, from Mumbai. I came
across your details from the net. Sir, I want
to learn Kashmiri language. If you can
provide me with some details, it would be
highly appreciable. Basically I am South
Indian married to Kashmiri Pandit, hence I
want to learn the language.
Thank you & Regards,
Aarti Sher
aarti.sher@gmail.com

lll
Ø Dear Shri M K  Raina ji,
Namaskar. It has given me a
great joy to learn that you are
taking over as the editor of the
Michar journal. Please accept my

congratulations on this assignment. Your
work is very superb as we have seen through
your editorial potential in the Harvan E-
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journal. I enjoy reading your Kashmiri short
stories and the great work of Sant Krishan
joo Razdan under the title ‘Bhajan Mala’,
nicely typed by you in the Standardized
Kashmiri Script. I am sure 'Milchar' will  give
a fine understanding about Kashmiri Pandit
culture and heritage, with the support of
the dedicated writers, artists within your
editorial frame work. Milchar will prove a
grand co-ordination between the writer and
the editor. Regards,
Chamanlal Raina, Miami, USA
rainachamanlal@yahoo.com

lll
Ø Respected Raina Sahib, 
Namaskar. I do not have any interaction
with you in past and have come to know
your assosiation with Milchar. Kindly cosider
the concern of Kashmiri Pandit Sabha,
Panchkula Haryana in their service to the
community. With regards, 
B.L.Bhat
Jain Nagar, Delhi 
bl.bhat@nic.in

lll
Ø Dear Raina Sahab, 

I am delighted to learn that you
have agreed to edit 'Milchar'
again. You have been doing great
service to the ‘biradari’ for more

than a decade. It is a great moment for the
community that you are back in the editor’s
seat. This is a good omen for the e-
magazine  'Har’van' too. Your decision to
take over the editorship of 'Milchar' may
trigger appearance of 'Har’van' as well. I am
attaching couples of leaves from my June
Diary. Hope you will find them interesting.
Warm regards,
Rajnath Bhat (BHU)
rnbhat2k2@sify.com

Ø DççojCççÇ³ç Scç.kçíÀ.jÌvçç pççÇ,
vçcçmkçÀçj~ hçnuçí DççhçkçÀçí DççÆYçvçvovç
kçÀjvçç ®ççnlççÇ nÓb çÆkçÀ Dççhç çÆcçuçæ®ççj kçÀç
mçchççovç hçávç: kçÀjvçí pçç jní nQ~ çÆcçuçæ®ççj

mççÌnço&hçÓCç& hççjmhçççÆjkçÀ mçb³ççípçvç kçÀçÇ DççÆYçJ³ççqkçwlç
nÌ~ çÆcçuçæ®ççj kçÀç ÒçkçÀçMçvç ³çÐççÆhç cçácyçF& mçí nçíiçç,
hçjvlçá Dççpç kçíÀ kçÀch³çÓìj ³çáiç cçW, DççhçkçíÀ mçchççokçÀçÇ³ç
vçílçãlJç mçí çÆcçuçæ®ççj hççÆ$çkçÀç iuççíyçuç ¢çÆäkçÀçíCç mçí
hççjmhççÆjkçÀ çÆcçuçæ®ççj/mççÌnço& kçÀçí mHçáÀçÆlç& Òçoçvç kçÀjíiçç~
SímççÇ cçíjçÇ DççMçç nÌ~ ncççjç hçÓjç mçn³ççíiç çÆcçuçæ®ççj
kçÀçí Dççiçí yçæ[çvçí cçW nçíiçç~
çÆcçuçæe®ççj LçJçJç, cçç³ç yçç@içejçJçJç~
vççÆJç hçáçÆ³ç yççhçLç kçôbÀn uççÇçÆKçLç LçJçJç~~
çÆJçvçcç´lçç kçíÀ mççLç,
pç³çç çÆmçyçÓ,
çÆcç³ççcççÇ, ³çÓ.Smç.S
jaya_sibu@yahoo.com

lll
Ø Congratulations Raina Saheb,

I am sure you will take Milchar to
the heights that it used to be. It
was always a pleasure to read the
excellent content that it had.

Thanks,
Samvit Rawal
Pune.
samvitr@gmail.com

lll
Ø Welcome back. Every time when I talk

to Dr.B N Sharga, we always
remember you and nice articles
we got to read in past through your
popular magazine 'Hárvan'. We

will be curiously waiting to read your
upcoming Milchar. I have written an article
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on Shargaji which I would like you to go
through and if you find it good, you can
publish it.
Regards,
Roshni Tankha
Roshni_Tankha@lntenc.com

lll
Ø Dear Raina Ji,

Great that you have rejoined
Milchar. The Ganges of Kashmiri
will definitely flow through your
rarest contribution in the field.

With warmest regards and Ahee,
Dalip Langoo
Dalipdlangoo@yahoo.co.uk

lll
Ø Dear Maharaj krishen Ji,

Delighted to learn that you have
agreed to edit the Milchar once
again. Congratulations and best
wishes. Whilst wishing you all
success, I extend my best

cooperation. I pray to God you reach the
Milchar standard to greater heights.
Wishing all the best and regards,
Brij Krishen
bk_moza@yahoo.co.in
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HçÓçÆMçcçálç kçÀmç çÆ]pçboiççÇ nábo vçJç yçnçj?
DççôMç cçe nçj ~

ÜKç çÆouçákçÀ ]®çÓjçÇ LçJçávç içJç iççìepççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

Dç@çÆuçHçÀ kçÀo n³ç cççÇcç mçHçoçvç, içcç cçe yçj,
MçákçáÀj kçÀj~

HçvçeçÆvç kçwJççÆþ Hçç@v³ç HççvçákçÀ lçáuç ]®çe yççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

kçÀmç vçe çÆ³çJçvç ³çLç pçnçvçmç cçb]pç yç@çÆvçLç,
H³çJçvç s@çÆvçLç ~

kçÀmç vçe ]®ç@çÆuçcçel³ç oçiç çÆoLç ³çôçÆlç yççuçe ³ççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

yçí Mçácççjmç Dç]pçuçe lçkçÀoçÇjmç sá Jçj
kçÀj vç]pçj ~

içcçeçÆ®ç iççÆì cçb]pç o³ç sá Dççmççvç içcç içámççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj  ~~

Dççcç Hçç@þîçvç sô kçÀnçJçlç, ³çLç kçÀcççuç,
lçLç ]pçJççuç ~

jçní HçÀvçç ne³ç Dçç@Kçejmç sá³ç GmlçJççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

içcç lçe çÆHçÀkçÀje³ç çÆ]pçboiççÇ neb]pç yçç@içjvç,
lç³ç Dçç@[jvç ~

çÆ]pçboiççÇ Dçç@Kçej cçlçç³çí  vççiçJççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

cçjçÆiç cçáçÆnyç sç pçáoç@³ççÇ Üvç lçvçvç?
kçw³ççn Jçvçvç ?

çÆ]pçboiççÇ Dçboj cçô Jçás yçmç uççje uççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

cçnçÆHçÀuçvç cçb]pç cçiççÆjyççÇ³çvç, JçácççÆj Dççômç,
Dççqkçwuç jçômç ~

çÆouç Jçoçvç ªoámç Ün³ç Hççô]pç ]pççj ]pççj ....
DççôMç cçe nçj ~~

kçÀçJ³ç - Kç@]pçej cçiççÆjyççÇ
çÆouççmçe

Attention Biradari Members

KPA Mumbai is in the process of updat-
ing the Biradari Directory. If your name
and address does not appear in the old
directory, or if you have changed your
residence recently, or if you have new
Telephone / Cell numbers / E-mail IDs,
kindly intimate us by filling in the req-
uisite form at Kashyap Bhawan, or by
sending an e-mail to:

kpamumbai@yahoo.co.in

mailto:Roshni_Tankha@lntenc.com
mailto:Dalipdlangoo@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:bk_moza@yahoo.co.in
mailto:kpamumbai@yahoo.co.in
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They Left Us

Shri Chuni Lal Moza, F/o Shri Rakesh Moza
(Oshiwara, Andheri) left for his heavenly
abode on 9th November 2010 at Jammu.

Shri Amar Tiku (Rashmi, De-
Monte, Bandra) left for his
heavenly abode on 15th
December 2010 at Mumbai.  Shri
Tiku was a recipient of the Life-time
Contribution Award of KPA.

Shri Arjun Dev Majboor
(Udheywala, Jammu), left for his
heavenly abode on 15th December
2010 at Jammu. Shri Majboor was
a well known Kashmiri litterateur.

Shri Dwarika Nath Motto (Panchvati, Marol
Maroshi Road, Andheri ) breathed his last
on 18th Decemeber 2010 at Mumbai. Shri
Motto will be remembered for his untiring
social work within & outside the community.

Smt. Nirmala Langer, W/o Late Triloki Nath
Langer (Seaside Apartments, Greenfields,
Juhu) left for her heavenly abode on 31st
December 2010 at Mumbai.

Smt. Durga Wali / Jaikishori Sapru,
Sister of Shri P.N.Wali, Mumbai
(Consulting Editor 'Milchar'),
breathed her last at Delhi on 4th
January 2011. She had retired as District
Education Officer in the J&K Govt. and was
devoted to spiritual persuits.

Smt. Janak Dulari Tikko, M/o Smt. Pushpa
Tikko Kaushal of Lokhandwala, Kandivli
(Head - Shemaroo Entertainment) left for her
heavenly abode on 4th January 2011 at
Jammu.

Shri Manohar Nath Thathoo, F/o Smt. Kiran
Sachdev (Yoga Society, Gulmohar Cross Road
No. 12, Juhu Sceme) left for his heavenly
abode on 7th January 2011 at Pune.

KPA  Mumbai expresses heartfelt
sympathies with the bereaved families.

Obituary

Shri Amar Tiku

The memories of a lifetime
that you have blessed us with,
will guide us through our
lives. You will always be in our
prayers and we will always
celebrate your life and
everything you have taught
us - honesty, integrity,
humility, hard work and a
for-ever-smiling attitude,
regardless of circumstances.
Thank you for being our
friend, philosopher and
guide. We miss you and love
you so much.

Grief Sticken

Anu Tiku ... Wife
Ritu Tiku & ] Daughter &
Himanshu Surti ] Son-in-Law
Beepti Tiku … Daughter
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