Vol. | No. 6 The Official News Letter of KPA, Mumbai'

A BH 313 T84 |
e Nfe §|ﬁqlg |
38 eI gR Tt I TSI Tsiel
STHI JER ST FeolR Tier |
IS HT AT et HaR Teier

g wnfer g | |

(&1 12T Fifew)
e o
A Ffag IR we B R ag 1=
SESENIRIGEIEES EEatich
|

Wishing you a Very Happy and Prosperous New Year
filled with new hope, new joy and new beginning.
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Message from the President

Between Ourselves

. M. L. Matioo

amaskar. Wish you all a Happy and

Prosperous 2005.

® |n the month of November 2004,
| was in Jammu for my personal work. | took an
opportunity of visiting various camps at Muthi,
Purkhoo, Mishriwala, Nagrota and Udhampur
for assessing the situation by meeting the people
and having hands on experience and knowledge
about condition of the people residing there. It
pas observed that in these camps, many persons
ure suffering from terminal diseases like cancer and
kidney failures. KPA on its own is helping them
in whatever way possible, but we have financial
constraints. | would therefore like to appeal to
entire Mumbai biradari to contribute their might
for this noble cause. Probably you may be the
one to save somebody’s life.
® Recently | and Shri M K Raina attended two
days 'Global Conference on the Future of Kashmiri
Pandits' organized by AIKS and hosted by
Kashmiri Hindu Samithi (Karnataka) on 18th and
19th November at Bangalore. The Conference
was a grand success. About 49 members of other
affiliate KP bodies took part in the deliberations.
@ ore than 100 delegates attended the Executive
Committee Meeting and the AGM held at
Kashmir Bhawan. The Cultural Programme held
at Tarabalu Kendra, saw a jam-packed auditorium
meant to seat about a thousand people. The
Conference which was held at the prestigious
Bangalore University Auditorium, was inaugurated

by Shri Dharam Singh, Karnataka Chief Minister.
Other dignitaries like Dy. Chairman, Rajya Sabha
Mr. K. Rehman Khan, Karnataka Cabinet Minister
Shri R.V.Deshpande, former Union Minister, Shri
Ananth Kumar, former Karnataka Chief Secretary

and former minister Mr. J.
Alexandar and J&K State
Minister Shri Raman Mattoo
were also present on the
occasion. In addition to

granting financial assistance to
the tune of Rs. 25 lacs to the
Hindu Welfare Cultural Trust, Bangalore, the
Chief Minister announced continuation of the
reservation of seats for migrant Kashmiri children
in the professional colleges. He also announced
reservation of 5% seats in all higher educational
institutions for such children.

The delegates attending the Conference,
assured unstinted support to the AIKS President
Shri M.K.Kaw on all issues, and also expressed
community's full faith in him.

The Conference sought involvement of Kashmiri
Pandit Refugees in the ongoing peace process
between Govt. of India and Pakistan. It was made
clear that whole of the Kashmir belongs to Kashmiri
Pandits and any attempt to divide motherland in
the name of cast, religion or region will be forcefully
opposed. Regarding KPs' return to the Valley, it
was resolved that they will return only in wholesale
and not in driblets, and that too when conditions
are safe to the satisfaction of KPs themselves. The
Conference also demanded that Kashmiri Pandits
living in the valley be given sense of security and
employment package. (Full text of the Resolutions
is given elsewhere in this issue).

| must mention here that Kashmiri Hindu Samithi
(Karnataka) were hosts to the hilt. Their coordination
and participation in all the sessions was excellent.
Hospitality all through the stay was commendable.
Many thanks to hosts of the conference. @&
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Editorial

Cultural Transformation

e P K. Wali

wo questions have lately been bothering

me. Do cultures change? If so, have

changes come in the cultural scene of
Kashmiri Pandits since exodus?

Cultural changes are constantly taking place in
any society. These may be the result of changes in
economic & technological environment or exposure
to different trends of other cultures. Indian culture
has constantly imbibed traits from other civilizations
and in turn passed on its own to others. Religion
has also been a vehicle of culture. Nothing is static.
Cultural changes may be slow and may take place
over a long stretch of time. They may not be visible
in the short time spans. But they are operating at
all times.

Have cultural changes taken place among
Kashmiri Pandits during these fourteen years. For
mal-cing a proper assessment, the time span may be
too short in the cultural context. But it can still
throw pointers. When Kashyap Bhandhu advocated
change from pheran to saree for KP women, it was
resented as big enough a change. Today nobody
gives a damn for it. Even the few pherens which
we might have been left with in Kashmir, would
have done the disappearing act post exodus. A
pheran is too much to tolerate in the sweltering
heat of summer in the plains.

Has our food habits changed. Very few people
are still cooking non-vegetarian food on Shivratri &
offering it to gods. The effect of our cultural contact
with the rest of Hindu populace for whom non-
vegetarian food and gods are incompatible, (Bengal
not with-standing). We still like ‘taher’, but how
many of us are offering Taher-tsarvan with raw lungs
& heart of a sheep to the gods through the medium
of kites.

Watch a typical feast, veg or non-veg, at a KP
marriage. What is left of the past is Damaloo,

Choke-wangun, Rogan Josh &
Matsh. Rest of the fair you will
find is close to Punjabi cuisine.
Chicken & fish have entered the
non-veg service. Shahi-paneer,
Mushroom, Rajmah prepared
the Punjabi way, and many
others have entered. Garlic and onion is liberally

used by our professional cooks to prepare our food
(a taboo not so long ago). Cooks are ready to
serve prepared meals at each plate rates, rather z‘
us to collect a hundred items before cooking for
us.

As for ceremonies, ring ceremony has entered
to replace ‘Gandun’ or ‘Kaath Baath’. | witnessed
two marriages in which the KP girls were marrying
Keral boys. In each case two lagan’s took place.
One in Keralan fashion and other in Kashmiri way.
Each was in the attire typical to keralan's (a dhoti
for the groom etc) and the Kashmiri way with the
bride with a ‘Dejuhore’ and ‘Taranga'. It took me
time absorbing the amalgamation. Reception after
the marriage in the way it is held elsewhere in the
country has come in place of an after or before
marriage feast..

It was customary in olden days that all the Barag
would not stay for food and those receiving fro..
girls side would sure not be taking meals. Now
everybody sits for food and even the receiving
people are requested in advance to stay for meals.
Buffets have almost 95% taken over eating squatting
on the floor.

Dejhur wearing as a compulsory act by married
ladies is changing, some (though still few) do away
with it. Others have changed its size and shape in
number of ways. Ath (which holds the dejhur) has
gone through many changes in length & size. | am

Contd. on Page 19
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Message from Gen. Secy. KPA

Reaching Out

e S.P.Kachru

he New Year 2005 has begun and with

it, the new game, new luck & higher

expectations. The past year has left us a
lot of reasons to do better and look forward to a
new one. The New Year could not be ushered in
until the old, with all it's evils had been banished.
Leaving any witch hunting & inquisition behind, let
us sprint forward, wholly unabashed by the darker
side of past, so that the society in general & our
community in particular, benefits, blossoms & thrives.
q’hether drawing a line under everything bad really
helps, is open to doubt. After all, in only another
year's time, another performance will have to be
ruled & reviewed, if not under a repeat of last
year's mistakes, then under a new ones.

We do not show any reservations in inheriting
material legacy of our forefathers & elders, so, should
we discreetly accept some unpalatable views &
decisions of elders. We are often left with a
realization that the past is one thing & the testimony
it leaves behind in the form of keepsakes & artifacts
etc. is something completely different. Our
forerunners lived, suffered, struggled, laughed or
wept. In short, they have left behind an
immeasurable legacy in many varied forms. Indeed,
e cannot thank them enough what with the
overwhelming indebtedness for what they laboured
hard to preserve & pass on to us. They were not
identical with the physical objects that they left
behind. What they really were, was much more
but we will never know what this was. Therefore,
the next time that we see a footprint on the beach,
we should not forget that all we can see is an
impression in the damp sand & in no event may we
confuse with the unfathomable ife that created it
in the first place. .

Bettering ourselves socially, we must innovate,
graduating gently & gracefully from what is the known

norm or practice of past years
to what must be adopted to suit
the future years — not to erase
the past but in some strange
ways, to sustain it instead. It

sometimes means fundamental R v X
change of philosophy but in
doing so, the inevitable new responsibility or new
moral contract should not be construed as a soft
warm option. On the contrary, it elicits more specific
& explicit commitment & results.

Our younger members should involve themselves
more intimately & emotionally towards anything or
everything that would lead us to adding value to
our community, it's concerns and consequently
resources. This initiative would then drive them as
role models demonstrating the spirit, passion & moral
commitment towards preserving our cultural heritage
hence become the torch bearers of the vision &

causes that we have so longingly espoused for.
BR

Laugh A While g
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| A teacher was giving a lesson on the circula-
| tion of the blood. Trying to make the matter
| dlearer, she said, “Now, class, if | stood on
I my head, the blood, as you know;, would run
: into it, and | would turn red in the face..”;
I “Yes,” the class said. “Then why is it that
| while | am standing upright in the ordinary
| position, the blood doesn't run into my feet?”
1 A little fellow shouted, “Beause your feet
ll are not empty.”

1
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From the Pages of History

Kashmiriyat - In Retrospect

e N Kackroo

r. Imitiaz Alam, a prominent member of
Pakistani journalist group, who visited
Kashmir recently says “The Kashmiris
living in the valley have not been communalised as
compared to the displaced Pandits whose sizeable
sections have abandoned Kashmiriyat in favour of
segregation from Muslims .......

The allegation that Kashmiti Pandits (K.P’s) have
abandoned Kashmiriyat needs closer examination.
The term, in a limited sense in which the journalist
seems to have used, is the willingness of the minority
to live side by side with the Muslims in Kashmir.
Let us examine this aspect of Kashmiriyat in recent
past to determine whose responsibility is it anyway
to let the Kashmiri ethos, referred to as Kashmiriyat
to survive.

Kashmiri Pandits (K.Ps), the original inhabitants
of the valley have been reduced to a miniscule
minority over the last six centuries by waves of
religious persecution unleashed by some Muslim
rulers, notably Sultan Sikandar (1389-1413),
Aurangzeb (1658-1707) and the Afghans
(1753-1819); either under the influence of fanatic
religious ideologues or under inspiration from their
masters, who were aliens to Kashmiri ethos. But
the tolerance exhibited by Zainulabdin encouraged
some K.Ps to return and breathe freely the air of
religious freedom generated by numerous Rishis led
by Laleshwari followed by Nund Rishi. It was due
to the teachings of Rishis, Saints and Sufis and the
like that generated the trust amongst the minorities
in their compatriots belonging to the majority
community .The minority (K.Ps) preferred living a
passive life and follow its religion, culture, beliefs,
practices and rituals, maintaining its places of
worship, shrines and temples across the length and
breadth of the valley. They contributed significantly
to the various aspects of life including Persian

language and literature.
Whether they settled in cities,
towns or tiny villages, they were
always and everywhere in
minority. That speaks about the
sense of security, at least during
periods free from religious

persecution.

There is historical evidence to show that alien
elements were a|ways responsible for religious
intolerance or violence. 13 July 1931 goes dowgy’
the history as a black spot. This ugly episode is often
quoted as evidence that the two communities had no
faith in each other. But if we consider dispassionately
the circumstances leading to this undesirable event,
we shall identify that the emotions of the people were
successhully stirred by a sustained campaign of hatred
against a Hindu ruler by a Lahore based powerful
communal organisation. It is reasonably believed that
Abdul Qadir, whose trial triggered the riots, was
planted by vested interests within the full knowledge
of the British authorities to start trouble in Kashmir.
The communal riot that followed was not allowed by
local leadership to escalate.

Speaking in the first session of J&K Muslim
Conference, its president, S.M. Abdullah declared‘w}
“Our country's progress is impossible so long as
we do not establish amicable relations between
different communities. He preferred to severe
relations with Jammu leaders of Muslim Conference
and Mir Waiz of Kashmir rather than to give up his
principles From 1938-39, the popular political
leadership built a strong secular platform under the
banner of National Conference. This lent a positive
political support to the teachings of Rishis, Saints
and Sufis who preached amity. The failure of the
Muslim League and Mr. Jinnah in person to wean
the Kashmiri populace from secular beliefs and
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embrace the two nation theory showed how deep
the commitment of the masses to Kashmiriyat — the
Kashmiri ethos was.

The preachings of Rishis, Saints and Sufis
buttressed by the efforts of political leadership paid
rich dividends during the crucial period of history of
India. Mahatma Gandhi saw a ray of hope (for
humanity) in July 1947, when the rest of the country
was in the grip of communal violence. The ray of
hope, referred to the role of the majority in providing

ditions for peace, tranquility and amity in the

“entire population of Kashmir, where minorities (K.Ps),
scattered as they were, could have been most
vulnerable, if communal frenzy were to break out to
emulate the happenings beyond the borders. The
credit for this went rightly to the majority community.

The valley was raided by tribals backed by
Pakistan in 1947 to free “the Muslims from the
tyranny of a Hindu ruler”, with declared bait of
spoils of loot. So the Hindus and Sikhs became
the targets for murder, arson, loot and other inhuman
atrocities. The writer, living in Baramulla then, has
personal knowledge that there was not a single
case of violence in which any local was involved.
They were genuinely helpless. Only the ungrateful

n forget the role played by the locals in organizing
~ine disposal of dead bodies from almost every K.P
home when the survivors were dragged and driven
to “concentration camps”; and how enthusiastically
were we received, fed and sympathized when
released from the camp. The surrender of stolen
household articles needs mention to provide a
contrast with the present situation.

Soon after recapture of Baramulla by the Indian
Army, some VIPs including Mohi Din Kara, Sofi
Mohd Akbar and Wing Cdr. Mehar Singh visited
the town. They addressed a gathering at Sikh Bagh
near Kotitirath. A group of young K.Ps pleaded

for immediate relief in view of impending winter,
Their plea was that the valuables were looted from
their homes by raiders under their very noses. But
the heavier belongings such as beddings, clothes
etc could have been taken by local anti-social
elements in broad daylight without any fear of being
booked for theft due to breakdown of law and
order. An appeal was made to the more humane
tohelp. Within 2/3 days mountains of stolen articles
were exhibited in the grounds of the District Court.
Their identification and distribution was supervised
by M.K Tiku, a member of Emergency Government.
| recovered two sherwanis, a gabba, a quilt and a
samavar. At present there are instances galore of
illegal occupation and usurpation.

M. Imitiaz will agree that the Kashmiri Pandits
have been at the receiving end. Primary responsibility
of preserving Kashmiriyat was of the majority
community,

Islamic fundamentalism originating from outside
Kashmir made rapid inroads into the valley in
1980's. Political defences of Kashmiriyat collapsed
in 1982. A number of self-made leaders’, each
owing allegiance to a non-Kashmiri patron, individual
Of organisation appeared on the scene. They
included several communal elements that had
remained dormant. No one had the courage to
oppose the call for establishment of ‘Nizam-E-
Mustafa”, bidding a farewell to Kashmiriyat which
envisaged co-existence. Even the shameful call “We
want Pakistan with Panditianis (ladies) and without
Pandits (males)” went unchallenged. The merciless
murders, loot, arson, rape and inhuman atrocities
resulting in mass exodus of a community is recent
history. Is there any accredited leader with some
following who can apologise to the Kashmiri Pandite

for these acts / utterances to re-establish confidence
in them?
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Spirituality & Religion

Yoga Vasishta

... Moté lal Khar

oga Vaisishta written by sage Vasishta
is a book in which there are precepts to
prince Rama given to him by his guru

and teacher. He taught Lord Rama about the ab-
solute identity of Brahman and the soul. Accord-
ing to him, hunger, thirst, pain, pleasure and so on
are all 'maya-illusion’. The annihilation of mind is
the only means to realise Brahman.

According to Yoga Vasishta, the eternal is not
attained by performing rites, rituals and by going
to pilgrimages, nor by wealth, but it is to be at-
tained only by the conquest of one's mind and by
cultivating wisdom. When the mind is at peace,
pure, tranquil, free from delusion, it does not long

: Vaarshik Hawan

| Vaarshik Hawan this year will be per-
: formed on 12th and 13th February
| at Navi Mumbai. The venue is 'Shiva
| Vishnu Mandir Pratishthan', Plot No.
: 8 & 9, Sector 9-A, Vashi (Behind
{ Vashi Bus Depot), Navi Mumbai 400
| 703. Tek 27666009.

: Hawan will start at 2.00 p.m. on

L e e e e e o ———————————— ————— ]

for anything, nor does it reject anything. This is
Self-control or Conquest of Mind. All that is good,
flows from Self-control. One can experience lot of
delight through Self-control. Everyone trusts a per-
son who has self-control, and self-control is the
best remedy for all physical and mental ills. Sage
Vasishta suggested Lord Rama to have self-control
as all of us are as human beings pilgrims on this
earth. Maxim Gorky also believes in this theory
and says that the earth itself is a pilgrim in the
heavens. According to William Langland, "W,
should be low and love-like and lean each man to
the other and patient as pilgrims, for pilgrims are
we all." (1]

TR S S
: Invitation
|

For the Annual Cultural Programme of
| KPA, slated for 26th March 2005,
| youngsters (boys & girls) with vocal/instru-
I mental music flair or proficiency in any other

form of fine art, are requested to inform
| Shri J.L.Manwati (Tel: 28940791) or
| Shri Pankaj Raina (Mob: 98211 57587)

| on or before 30th January 2005 for au-
| dition/selection for performance in the said

- e e Sl e e B

| 12th February. Bhajan Keertan will be | i

| held for the full night and Puran Ahuti I a el P D, |

: will be solemenised at 1.00 p.m. on L__ofe_ntu’_ :tia_?ra_r":e_oimff_!
P —————— == === g

| 13th February. ; .

| _ ' Milchar Subscription '

i Biradari members are requested to at- : : . ‘ E

| SoBEE ey b= ol o aith ettt - We wish to inform our Readers that with |

Ilies s Bhainkeatan and foiipartal | effect from Ist January 2005, the Annual

| ing oF Navedd I Subscription for Milchar will be

| i | Rs. 150.00. Life-time subscription will be |

| Convener, Hawan Committee I Rs. 9000.00. I
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Our Martyrs

Sarwanand Koul Premi - Still Unsung

v Or. R.LBhat

remi Kashmiri, as Master Sarwanand *

Koul of Souf Shali, Anantnaag used to

style himself, belonged to that genera-
tion of men who got inspired by the challenges of
the first half of the twentieth century. Born in 1924,
he plunged into the freedom movement in 1938
at the age of 14, |t must have been around that
time that he started writing poetry, for it was the
age when 'men’ were substantive beings if they were
anything. They would be socially concious, reformist
Jhough devout religionists, men of letters who
mingled research and creative writing easily and
harmoniously in their pursuits. True to his age and
as Mahjoor and Azad had done before him, Premi
started writing in Urdu but shifted to Kashmiri again
like his peers. When Premi met Mahjoor, he handed
him a number of his poems in succession. At each
presentation, Mahjoor is said to have remarked,
"But that is what | have written myself'. Then Premi
showed him his poem Roouda-jarea and the great
poet reportedly cried out, "But why did | not write
that?"

As Premi himself says in his collection of verse
Paan-tsaaddar, he is influenced by Mahjoor. In-
deed, the Gazals in the collection not only carry

e unmistakable flavour of Mahjoorian poetry, but
“many actually appear to be continuations of some
one or the other of the soulful lyrics of the great
poet.Mahjoor went out of fashion with his death.
May be that would have been delayed, had not
the master craftsman Dinanath Nadim stepped into
the arena. At one sitting, Mahjoor is said to have
pointed to Nadim as the one who was to bear the
torch but had already begun to throw new light
upon the Kashmiri poetic vistas. The fifties saw
Kashmir poetry taking new diction, new idiom, new
concerns. Other monumental changes in ideation
were taking place. Mahjoorian ways, howso de-

lighting that may have been, passed out rather too
soon. So did his ardent followers, find the times
change quickly for what they had perfected.
Premi can be said to have mastered that style
well. That is why his poems lock so close that the
master himself may well have claimed authorship of
many of them. But there are other gems in there:
6las bydl gali, ti ti nd s& bani zinh
zin péyi chhali chhalf, t t nd 53 bani zinh
apuz kénh kil yodvay rathi khasi
pazrik nydl gal, & t nd si bani zénh
(Moon will break into bits and falll No never
Lie may live for a day or so but
Truth won't lose its rind, no never)

gatshi hé bilbilan kydzi &l nash

kit kath yiman, yod kinér dsihé

kadliir zdnihan chéni sabrik vépar

yiman chon hydv yéd jigar dsihé
Nightingales wouldn'y have lost their nest

Had they been of but one voice
Others would have known thy tolerance

If they had thy heart, thy forbearance

And of course, there is the roods jaer that Mahjoor
himself envied Premi. But Premi was only in his
twenties when Mahjoor died. He wrote the new
verse, modern verse. Indeed second part of Fran
Tsaadar is all nazams, in the right modern style.
And quite in tune, he livens up Taj Mahal in the
progressive, workers' idiom and idea, replete with
the sweat of brow of the hard work. fsan Tsaadr,
the title poem is in this part and quite a piece in
itself. As per Premi's son Rajinder Premi, certain
quarters, the money wielding powers of the cul-
tural academy, tried to prevail on Premi to change
the title of his collection, to call it Aabshar or
something in that tone and tongue, to get the nec-
essary funding from the academy, which he refused.
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_ He refused to change it to a suitably Urdu sound-
ing title that is, for he got the academy aid and
published the work with it. But refusal to compro-
mise ultimately cost Premi his life.

Just before his cruel death at the hands of ter-
rorists, who were then called Mujahid Saaeb -
they still are called that but with much less ardor!
Premi who was also a journalist and commentator,
sent one of the valley papers a rebuttal of the com-
munalist visions that the terrorists were propagat-
ing. They came calling soon after, in the night of
29th April 1990 and took him away for 'ques-
tioning'. His eldest son, Ravinder insisted on ac-
companying his father. Two days later, the father
and son were hanged, in which condition they were
discovered several hours later. But before that, they
had been severely tortured, their eyes had been
gouged out, their bodies burnt with cigarette bits
and a deep hole had been burnt into Premi's fore-
head where he used to wear his tilak. What
fufillments the Mujahids got from thus violating a
retired headmaster who may never have harmed a
fly is not only for those marauders to answer. It is
also for the torch bearers of their creed, the apolo-
gists of the 'movement’ to address. Many others
had preceded Premi, many more followed him,
though the callous killing of the father and son re-
mained one of the most dastardly deaths, the ter-
rorists masterminded.

But then Premi was not only a versifier and re-
butter of communalist tendencies. He had been an
activist all his life, though none of it could be said
to have rubbed any religion, any faith, any belief
the wrong way. He used to keep a copy of Koran
in his puja room. He was hugely popular among all
the people of his area irrespective of creed or call-
ing. He was a Gandhian having started his life in

the Gandhi-aashram. He was a freedom fighter and

above all a humanist who spanned the arenas of
social activity as easily as the academic pursuits.
Though government servants in those days kept
away from political activity, his freedom struggle
background would not have allowed him to remain
aloof from activism. It is remarkable that a category
of political workers in the valley somehow just did
not prosper or progress in politics inspite of their
huge contributions. Kashap Bandhu was a
frontrunner no doubt, yet he sank into the side-
lines. Rishi Deev, another grassroot worker in tH
old National Conference mould faded out, even
though he was a whole-timer there. Premi had to
be thankful for the teacher's job he had. Others
who had the potential and could have been signifi-
cant names had to be content with a mere occa-
sional call from the powers. A few of them made
it, but it was with entirely different means and for
different reasons.
pfemi COUId WE“ have beeﬂ a Ieﬂder OF masses.
His hold and influence cut across creeds, and ex-
tended much beyond the area where he lived. His
literary work was extensive. Apart from Paan
Tsaaclar, they include Kalami Premi, Payami Premi,
Rooda Jeri, Osh to Vush, Bakhti Kosum etc. He
was an editor, translator, compiler. The only pube™
lished works of the adyatmik seer-poet Mirza Kak
are the two compilations by Premi. He published
two books on Rupa Bhawani. He translated
Bhagawat Gita and Ramayana into Kashmiri. He
also translated Tagore's Geetanjali. His published
works number seventeen while another eighteen
works are yet to be published, These three dozen
books are written in Urdu, Hindi, English and
Kashmiri languages. Indeed, his was a life much
larger than one may imagine a forlorn villager to
have lived. His life has largeley remained unac-
Contd. on Page 34
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Vision Akead

An Agenda for Social Reforms

. ALKS

Preface:
he Kashmiri Pandit community has been
subjected to the most horrendous
experiences in human history. Still the community
has survived by adaptation to changing
circumstances, learning new languages, cuisines,
styles of dress and deportment, and social, religious
and cultural practices. The present time id one of
turmoil. We have been the victims of genocide,
ethnic cleansing and the worst forms of physical
md psychological trauma. yet as a community we
have not addressed some of the burning issues in
our society. Some of these are:
e The malady of inter-caste marriages.
e The high rate of divorce and separations.
e The high rate of dowry and opression of
daughters-in-law.
® Excessive expenditure on marriages and other
functions.
e Reduction of yagneopavit to a charade devoid
of meaning.
o The reluctance of the younger generation to
live in joint families.
@ The excessive time and money spent on useless
and long drawn out rituals.
The lack of generous impulse to donate
“* liberally to secular causes like education,
health, relief and rehabilitation.
e The dwindling availability of gurujis.
® The meaninglessness of the rituals performed
in an unintelligible language.
e The persistance with a cuisine out of tune
woth modern ideas of healthy food.
The All India Kashmiri Samaj had constituted a
Panel to draft an agenda for social reform. The
Panel met twice and presented a draft agenda.
This was widely circulated among the leading lights

of the biradari. It was published in the NAAD

and also appeared on the website. The draft was
also discussed in a meeting of the Executive
Committee held at Jammu, where a consénsus was
reached on most of the recommendations.

There were soime recommendations pertaining
to religious matters. [t was felt that although the
entire community was unanimous as far as the
desiranbility of the recommendations, the
implementation of the suggestions could be left to
the wisdom of gurujis. Accordingly, the KPS Jammu
decided to convene a workshop of prominent
Shastris, Acharyas and Scholars in order to hammer
out solutions that would lead to reform as well as
be in conformity with the spirit of dharmic injunctions
provided in the Shastra. As asterisk has been used
to mark all such recommendations.

The Agenda for Social reform will be seen from
two angles. One, that it says nothing new. Two,
that is so revolutionary, the community will never
accept it. In the area of social reform, the more
things change, the more they remain the same. And
it is not that we have not adapted ourselves to the
new circumstances already. It is an ongoing process.

We expect this document to intiate a debate
within the community and to get people talking.
Suggestions will be accepted or rejected in the
fullness of time. If we only approach each suggestion
with a serious, earnest, non-sectarian approach, we
believe that the community will need to change
and it will change. )

Agenda for Social Reform:

1) Boys and girls should be encouraged to seek
their marriage partners from within the community.
This would imply the creation of a mindset right
from birth, establishment of a social atmosphere in
which younger persons are encouraged and
facilitated to meet one another at social events,
organisation of a global matrimonial service, which
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does everything from online matching of Teknis to
sifting and selection of suitable partners based on
given criteria, and so on.

2) There should be a social mechanism by which
cases of harassment of daughters-in-law on account
of dowry or other factors are brought into the public
domain and lead to community intervention, ranging
from counselling to excommunication of recalcitrant
parties from the community.

3) There is need for a normal marriage counselling
service, so that husbands and wives who cannot get
along woth each other can seek confidential advice
and try to sahe their marriage, if possible.

4) The rituals relating to marriage should be pruned
and there should be minimal adoption of non-Kashmiri
rites, which add to expenditure unnecessarily.
Examples are Jayamala, Milni, Gas, Ghori and Baand,
Bhangra, Bidai in Taroon Ki Chhaon Mein, etc.

5) Expenditure on marriages needs to be curbed.
Some of the rituals like giving of expensive suitings
to the gentlemen and saris to the ladies, giving of
heavy saris and jewellery which our girls never wear
all their lives, etc. need to be curbed. In respect of
food also, we should be very simple and there
should be just one occasion for a meal. The tendency
to have several other types of cuisine along with
Kashmiri cuisine should be curbed.

Yagneopavit Samskar:

1) The Yagneopavit Samskar loses all its sanctity if
it is performed one day before marriage. It should
be performed at the appropriate age. It could be
done in simple style, so that the ceremony becomes
brief, inexpensive and meaningful. If possible, the
ceremony could be held on a samoohik basis with
community funding and participation. The
significance of the Gayatri Mantra and the beginning
of a spiritual life has to be emphasised,

2) The whole paraphernalia of massekaar and

pophakaarneeds to be simplified. Light refreshments
may be served and the expenses shared by the
same relatives.

3) The package for the Panditji should be
negotiated in advance and should be inclusive of
the offerings at abid. There should be an upper
limit on how much abid one person can offer.
Death Rituals: :

1) The number of days of mourning should be
restricted to four. The rituals of 10th, 11th, 12th
and 13th day should be completed within t}.qﬂ
period. *

2) The Shanti Paath should be performed in a
temple in a simple and graceful manner.

3) The ashes should be immersed in the locally
patronised stream.

4) There should be a concious moving away from
the theory preached about the journey of the soul
after death and a full stop to the kind of daan that
is done to undeserving people, who just sell the
items gifted to them™

5) Instead, death should be an occasion for a gift
of money to a social, cultural, health or community
activity or centre.

Issues relating to Women:

1) Women should be given their share in paren?é_
property, as provided under law. This will obviac
the need for giving a fat dowry.

2) With the equation of sons and daughters in all
respects, it should be the equal responsibility of
both to look after both the sets of parents. Parents
of girls should have no qualms in staying with them.
3) Boys and girls should be taught right from their
childhood that they should look upon their parents-
in-law as their parents-in-love. They should look
forward to living with them and supporting them in
their old age. They should be advised not to blindly
ape the West in becoming rank individualists or in

e
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breaking the joint family system. They should also
be told about the advantages of having older people
in the home to look after their children when they
are away at work.
4) At the same time, older persons need to
understand that the younger generation would not
behave exactly as they did themselves. They should
not interfere too much in the personal life, eating
habits or dress sense of their children after they
gain to adulthood.
@) Women should not wear heavy jewellery, as it
looks abscene. Even the djharu needs to be made
smaller and more compact., so that it can be worn
daily without any danger. Other jewellery can be
converted into cash or property or other kinds of
securities or shares, so that they fetch a return and
do not remain a dead investment. The role of jewellery
as strithan is no longer valid in today's world.
6) Daughters should also be entitled to
Yagneopavit. According to Vijayeshwar Jantri, such
a practice was quite common in ancient times.
Women could recite the Gaytri Mantra. We should
reintroduce this practice. *
7) Daughters should also have an equal right to light
the funeral pyre of their parents. This right has already
n exercised in some cases, but it should become
a general practice accepted by society and the priests.
Such a reform will also lead to a change in the mindset
of all Hindyg in respect of the family planning
programme. The tendency to keep on producing
children till one gets a son, will be curbed. *
Issues relating to Priests: The priests should
recognise that fact that their numbers are dwindling
and they are no longer in a position to cater to all
their yajmans in a befitting manner. They should try
to improve the situation by giving refresher and
orientation courses to local priests, so that they can
understand the peculiar customs and traditions being

followed by KPs and then cater effectively to those.
Such training needs to be institutionalised.
® There should be professionally perfect audio
and video tapes, which can be used for performance
of puja by the yajmans sitting at home anywhere in
the world. The narrator should give sufficient pauses
to enable the yajmans to complete the ritual properly
before they move on to the next sloka.
e Printed lists should be prepared for all kinds of
pujas/samagri that can be mailed or e-mailed in
advance to the yajmans, to enable them to purchase
the samagri and other items that are required for
different kinds of puja.
Issues relating to Language:
1) KPs should decide that they will try to save the
Kashmiri language from extinction.
2) They should speak Kashmiri at home, as far as
possible, and also persuade their children to speak
Kashmiri at home, with relatives, friends and
acquaintances. There should be a feeling of pride
associated with the language, as in the case of
Bengali, Tamil or Malayalam.
3) All Kashmiri Associations should organise Kashmiri
language teaching classes, to acquaint the new
generation of Kashmiri children with the language.
4) Scholars have already agreed upon a uniform
script for the Kashmiri language. This should be
accpted by all without further demur. We should
pressurise the central agnd State Governments to
recognise Kashmiri as a language with two scripts,
the devanagari and the Nastaliq. All books in
Kashmiri should be printed in both the scripts.
5) Children should be exposed to Kashmiri folk
tales, songs, ghazals, poems etc. so that they are
cognizant of the greatness of the language.
6) We should ensure that all important and popular
comics in English and Hindi are translated and
Contd. on Page 34
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Future of Kashmiri Pandits

ashmir is no more a normal place now.

It is facing a number of problems, the

most important is that it is a place that
lives without a huge part of people — Kashmiri
Pandits (Kashmiri Hindus). The valley is in the grip
of terrorist trauma engineered by Pakistan. Three
regular wars 1947-48, 1965, 1971, Kargil mis-
adventure in 1999 and ongoing low cost proxy
war, simply to grab Kashmir from India. The martyrs
for Kashmir came from every nook and corner of
the country from Kashmir to Kanya Kumari. There
is hardly any place in Kashmir which is not wet
with the Indian blood. Terrorist violence in Kashmir
has threatened the unity of India and the very survival
of Kashmiri Hindu minority. During 1989-90,
terrorist killings were accompanied by rape, torture
and atrocities unheard of in the annals of human
history. 24,000 residential houses and 14430
business houses were destroyed. About 12500
orchards of Hindus were grabbed by Muslims.
400,000 Kashmiri Hindus had to flee to save
their lives and honour of womenfolk. They migrated
primarily to Jammu and Delhi, during dark hours of
night without any of their belongings. Kashmiri
Pandits became refugee in their own country!

The exodus of the Hindus from Kashmir was
followed by wide-spread depredation of their places
of worship. The Minister of State for Home, Govt.
of India, stated in the Parliament on 12" March
1993 that 28 temples and Hindu shrines were
demolished and desecrated in Kashmir during the
year 1989 to 1991, while actual number of the
temples demolished and damaged was much larger.
68 temples and Hindu shrines located in remote
villages were burnt and demolished or damaged,
about which reports were never collected by the
State government. In the aftermath of the demolition
of Babri structure, erupted into widespread attack

Alternative Strategies in
Present Political Scenario

. C.L.8adoo

on the Hindu temples and places of worship, 77
temples were demolished, burnt or damaged and
desecrated. The destruction of the temples and
religious institutions was evidently aimed to destroy
the Hindu religious traditions and culture, thereby
to pave the way for the total Islamisation of Kashmir.

The ethnic cleansing of Hindus from Kashmir, is
a part of the game plan by the Muslim
fundamentalists to change the demographic
composition of Kashmir province and the Muslim
majority districts of Jammu province. A small numb™
of Kashmiri Hindus were left behind in the nineties.
Those were also threatened from time to time. Cold
blood massacres took plate, even women, old and
children were not spared. In March 1997
Sangrampura (7 persons), January 1998
Wandhama (23 persons), March 2000 Talwani
(5 persons), November 2001 Hugam (3 persons)
and March 2004 Nandimarg (24 persons) were
killed mercilessly. Now, there are hardly 6654
persons living there.

Genocide of the Kashmiri Hindus is the violation
of not only the Human Rights, but also our
Constitutional Rights. In a report on Kashmir by
Amnesty International released in December 1993,
it said, "Armed opposition groups in Jammu ag<’
Kashmir have been responsible for numerous ana
grave human rights abuses, including hostage taking,
assassination of politicians and their families,
deliberate killing of civilians including journalists,
torture and rape ..... . It urged all such groups to
release all hostages and respect human rights and
humanitarian standards.” The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) in a ruling on the
11* June 1999 stated that, “The Commission is
constrained to observe that while acts akin to
genocide have occurred with respect to Kashmiri
Pandits...." UN Secretary General at the 60
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session of the Commission of Human Rights in
Geneva on 7% April, 2004 observed, “When
civilians are deliberately targeted because they
belong to a particular community, we are in the
presence of potential, if not actual genocide”. It is
a pity, that in spite of our repeated requests, no
enquiry commission has been constituted by State
or Central government so far to bring culprits to
book who are responsible for genocide and ethnic
cleansing of Kashmiri Pandits, nor the Hon'ble
Supreme Court of India has acted so far.

ﬂ;' During the last 15 years, terrorism in Kashmir
has achieved the following objectives :

1. A complete ethnic cleansing of Hindus from
the whole Kashmir province and thus changed the
whole demographic profile of the province.

9. De-stablised the Hindus in the Muslim majority
districts of Jammu province also.

3. Prepared ground for the international intervention
in Kashmir to force India to accept the
disengagement of Kashmir province and the Muslim
majority districts of Jammu province from India.
4. Prepared ground for the exclusion of the State
from the Indian Constitutional jurisdiction under
the cover of ‘greater autonomy’ and restoration of
1953 position of the State, as demarcated by the
Wational Conference.

There has been a continuous disinformation
campaign about terrorist violence in Kashmir that
the Muslims were subjected to economic
deprivations which resulted in wide spread poverty
among them. The Jammu & Kashmir is a prosperous
state which in terms of per capita income is placed
third among the Indian states. The per capita growth
registered between 1970-71 and 1985-86 was
from Rs. 548 to Rs. 2204 at constant price level
of 1970-7 1. The prosperity of Muslims accounted
for a greater share in the figure cited above due to

more favourable allocation of financial resources for
the Kashmir division, varying between 65 to 69
percent as compared to 35 to 31 percent allocated
to the two divisions of Jammu and Ladakh.
According to an estimate done in 1989-90,
central financial assistance to state has been more
than Rs. 70,000 Crores (Rs, 700 billion). Again
according to National Sample Survey, Kashmir has
the lowest poverty ratio as compared to any state
in India. Only 3.5 percent of Kashmir's population
was below poverty line in 1999-2000. The
national average was as high as 26.1 percent.
Maharashtra is the second richest state in India,
but its poverty ratio is 25 percent whereas Orrisa
has highest poverty ratio at 47.2 percent.

Hindus in Kashmir, who formed the main support
base of India in Kashmir and who were ceaselessly
working for the consolidation of pro-India forces in
the State, became enemies of Muslim
fundamentalists of Kashmir. Within the broad
framework of the special status envisaged by article
370, which isolated the State from rest of India, it
was easy for the secessionist elements to infiltrate
into administrative cadres of the State government.
The Muslimisation of the various political and
economical processes had begun earlier and the
minorities in Kashmir were at the receiving end.
State government changed the names of 684
villages, which had Hindu names by a Government
Order No. REV.5.340 of 1981 dated
14.120.1981. There was almost total
employment blockade of Kashmiri Hindus. Also
their lands were taken away. For economical survival,
a slow and steady migration of Kashmiri Hindus
started. 1

At present, Muslims are ruling elite in Kashmir.
They dominate the entire economic organisation
and enjoy communal precedence in social forums.
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Islam is virtually the official religion of the State;
they have three-fourth share in legislative bodies,
administrative organisations and all the local
government institutions. In the Kashmir province,
Hindus have no elected representation in the local
bodies. They constitute las than 5 % of the
administrative services of the State and have less
than 1 9% share in higher cadres of the State
agministration. Muslim monopolise 94 percent of
the State services in Kashmir. More than 90 percent
of the admissions to professional, technical and other
educational institutions are reserved for Muslims in
rgg_g form or the other. In financial sphere, the
Muslims own 96 percent of agricultural lands,
grchards and other urban landed estates. They enjoy
monopoly over the entire industrial organizations,
tgade and commerce, financial resources and exports
qf the province of Kashmir.

{, Jammu & Kashmir State has three divisions —
Elindu majority Jammu, Buddhist dominated Ladakh
and predominantly Muslim populated Kashmir
vdlley. Hindu minority has been uprooted from
Kashmir. The following census figures for Kashmir
Valley speak volumes:

Year Mashims Hindus Others
1941 83% 15% 9%
1981 99% 5% 3%
1991 97% 0.1%  2.9%

b Kashmir valley has a majority of Muslims, but
does not mean that they alone have a right to live
there. But Muslims can live in India where not the
majority but practically the entire 86 percent
population comprises of Hindus. No wonder, we
have as many as ten million alien Muslims from
Pakistan and Bangladesh living in secular India.
The future of the Hindus of Kashmir, their return
to the homes, the physical security, political security
and economic security in terms of ground realities

prevailing in the State has not improved as claimed
by few Kashmiri Pandits. They are welcome to
Kashmir as tourists only, nothing beyond that. There
is no doubt about the desire of the community of
Hindus to return to Kashmir to which they actually
belong, where roots and temples are and where is
the mother of their culture and their history. At
present the gun-culture, which has over-whelmed
Kashmir for more than 15 years, has made no big
changes. The political class is making use of this
culture to make its point, reasonable or otherwise &
This is true for elected government in the State as
also the Hurriyat Conference. Once the gun-culture
is cracked without any hesitation, the political class
of Kashmir will see the light at the end of the tunnel
and function accordingly. Peace will return to
Kashmir only after terrorist guns are silenced. At
our end, we have to develop a cohesive approach
towards our political and economic rehabilitation.
We need our representatives in Parliament and
Legislative Assembly for our political survival. We
have been sidelined by political parties, as we do
not constitute a vote bank. In a democratic set up,
vote-bank politics has become a compulsion for
political parties. We must voluntarily seek mass
enrolment in voter's list of Jammu & Kashmir and«-
seek photo-identity cards from Election Commission.
Secondly, we must get State Subject Certificate,
so that we do not lose our identity.

We need economic development and a package
for displaced community. We need share in the
Central government aid of Rs. 24000 crores given
to the State. Healing touch policy should be for
victims of terrorism and not for terrorists.

Nothing has been done to improve the living
conditions of the camps in the last so many years,
resulting in high death rate and low birth rate of

Contd. on Page 19
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Al India Kashmiri Samaj Bangalore Declaration

Press Release

he two days Global Conference of

Kashmiri Pandits which concluded here

last evening has given mandate to All
India Kashmiri Samaj, the apex body cf Indian and
overseas Kashmiri Pandit organizations to initiate
dialogue process with the Government and all
shades of opinion for an honourable and dignified
return of Kashmiri Pandits living in exile since last
15 years with constitutional Guarantees ensuring
their Political economic, social and cultural rights. The
@bnferencz attended by delegates from different
parts of the country and abroad sought involvement
of Kashmiri Pandit refugees in the ongoing dialogue
process. The conference resolved that whole of
Kashmir belongs to them and any attempt to divide
the motherland in the name of caste, religion and
region will be opposed tooth and nail. The
conference made it amply clear that the Pandits
will return to valley in wholesale and not in
piecemeal. They will return only when the conditions
are conducive and entire infrastructure of terror is
demolished. It also stressed the need to modernize
all the madrassas and maqtabs preaching religious
disharmony and an initiative from the majority
community to invite Pandits, the original inhabitants
I Kashmir to the life dignity and honour. To promote
this process the people to people dialogue needs
to be promoted. The conference also resolved that
no decision on return of Kashmiri Pandits should
be taken without detailed deliberations with the
AlKS leadership. The conference urged to effect
constitutional changes in the J&K constitution to
ensure that the chief Minsitership is rotational giving
a sense of belonging to all the communities
particularly Kashmiri Pandits in the Political set up
Obpposing grant of any autonomy to the state of
J&K; the conference demanded concrete confidence
building measures before any talk on the return of

Kashmiri Pandits begins. It includes Political space
for Pandits in the Pariament and J&K legislature
with representation in union and state cabinet .
The other confidence building measures are:
m Kashmiri Pandits living in valley be given sense
of security and employment package besides all
the facilities extended to Kashmiri refugees living
outside the valley as they are also displaced within
valley.
® Declaration of sale of immovable properties as
distress sales, 109 reservation in central and state
government jobs and extension of healing touch
policy to Pandit refugees.
m Granting of reverse minority status to Kashmiri
Pandit community and declare the community of
refugees as Internally Displaced Persons till their
return.
m Passing legislation for consolidation and
management by the Kashmiri Pandits of all their
shrines, places of worship, properties and restoration
of management & control of minority institutions in
the valley back to the community
® Grant status of official script to Devnagari as an
additional alternate script to Kashmiri language.
The conference also approved setting up of an
economic foundation by the AIKS for the welfare
and economic upliftment of the community. It urged
the central government and the J&K govemment
for giving a one time grant for the corpus of the
foundation. The conference demanded separate
budget heads in the state and central govermnment
budgets for the relief and rehabilitation of Kashmiri
Pandits. Seeking to quantify the quantum of relief
from the announced 24,000 crore package for
the J&K state, the conference demanded that at
least 1000 crore should be earmarked for the relief
and rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits.

The conference placed on record its gratitude
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and appreciations for the graciousness shown by
the Karnataka Government headed by Shri Dharam
Singh for announcing a grant of Rs.25 lacs for the
construction of Kashmiri Bhawan housing a cultural
& Research center and reservations in educational
institutions. The conference also appealed other
states to follow suit to mitigate the sufferings of this
unfortunate and hapless community. The conference
also hailed the Politicians and the people of
Karnataka for their continued support to this
community in the state.The two days conference
was organized by the All India Kashmiri Samaj in
collaboration with its Bangalore affiliate Kashmiri
Hindu Samiti (Kar) Regd.

M.K.Kaw, President AIKS

Political Resolutions at the Bangalore Meet :
Resolution No. 1

Kashmiri Pandits resolve that the whole of Kashmir
belongs to them and no power on earth can deny
them the right to live in their own mothedand. The
return must succeed Confidence Building Measures,
which are:

o Involvement of Kashmiri Pandits in the ongoing
peace process. Pandits perceive that any discussion
on grant of further autonomy must be held in the
light of the following facts:

a) That even with the existing level of autonomy to
the State, Kashmiri Pandits have suffered in the
post-1953 scenario and their percentage of
population reduced from 4 to 0.01.

b) That their say in political matters has come almost
to naught.

c) That their economic, social and political rights
have been marred and they have lived in conditions
that have brought them to the verge of extinction.
d) That their share in government jobs has been
reduced and they have not been granted equal

facilities for setting up industrial units.

e) That their merit was completely ignored in all
fields, including admissions to educational
institutions.

f) That the grant of any further autonomy may result
in the absence of the control of constitutional and
central bodies such as Election Commission of India,
Supreme Court of India, Comptroller and Auditor
General of India, Prasar Bharati and so on, thus
resulting in the further accentuation of the factors.
like misrule, poll rigging and malfeasance that hav.
so adversely affected the rights of Kashmiri Pandits.
o All Kashmiri Pandits living a displaced life in
the valley must be given a sufficient sense of security,
an employment package and a liberal compensation,
besides all the facilities extended to Kashmiri refugees
living outside the valley.

o Creation of a political space for the community
in the State legislature and Parliament, with adequate
representation in the State and Central cabinets,
guaranteed through a mandatory constitutional
amendment to that effect.

o Declaration of all sales of immovable properties
as distress sales and vacation of encroachments on
all kinds of properties belonging to Pandits. =
o Passing legislation for consolidation ar'
management by the Kashmiri Pandits of all their
shrines, places of worship and properties
appurtenant thereto.

o Extension of healing touch policy to Kashmiri
Pandits and return of management and control of
all minority educational institutions to them.

o Declaration of Kashmiri Pandits as reverse
minorities and also as refugees or internally displaced
persons till they return.

e A 10% reservation in Government jobs, both
in the State and Central Governments.

o Grant of the status of official script to Devnagri as
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an additional alternate script for the Kashmiri language.
Resolution No. 2
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that they will return to the
valley in wholesale and not in driblets. They will
return only when the conditions are ripe and the
security environment conducive. The entire
infrastructure of terror, including the training camps
for terrorists, would have to be dismantled first.
Resolution No.3
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that majority community
* organizations should take the initiative to invite them
to a life of dignity and honour with full constitutional
guarantees of their civil, political and economic rights.
A People-to-people dialogue should be promoted.
Resolution No. 4
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that all the madrassas and
maktabs in the valley be modernized and distortions
in the Kashmiri culture and heritage be eliminated.
Resolution No. 5
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that no decision on their
return be taken without detailed deliberations with
the Pandit leadership. While deciding on the return
and rehabilitation of Pandits, the interests of all the
categories, be they employees, agriculturists,
orchardists, traders, professionals or entrepreneurs,
B should b taken care of
Resolution No. 6
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that the Government of
India formulate a National Policy on Kashmir on
the basis of the AIKS draft document that is already
under consideration of the Government.
Resolution No. 7
Kashmiri Pandits resolve that a suitable mechanism
be evolved to have the Chief Minister of J&K
State on a rotational basis from all the regions /
faiths. This will usher in a real democratic and secular
polity in the State, giving recognition to all regions
and groups, including Kashmiri Pandits. ©@

Cultural Transformation ... From Page 4

told that in some east Delhi district, the police has
taken pains to advice KP ladies to do away with
dejhur as it has become the object of preying eyes
of criminals of the area.

These are some of the examples of changes we
have seen. But many more changes are in the process
of being part of the cultural scene. Changes are
inevitable. Only we wish they were better (who
can judge better or worse). They are meant to adjust
to a changed environment. They do not take away
our core values. It takes a thinking society to discern
the changes and possible to direct the changes, where
necessary. Ours is a thinking society. We can do it!

| heard a beautiful sentence, The heart looks for
the old and the mind for the new'. | think the matter
of culture also faces the same dilemma. While our
heart goes down for all that has been passed down
to us by our earlier generations, our fertile mind is
busy finding new innovations and importations from
elsewhere. This dilemma will continue and eventually
determine our conduct. ore)

Alternative Strategies ... From Page 16

displaced community. Kashmiri Pandits have become
forgotten people now. Their basic constitutional
rights have been ignored. They need to be heard :
1. No decision or return of Kashmiri Pandits
including employees to Valley should be taken with
out its deliberations with KP leadership.
2. Involvement and consultation of Kashmiri Pandits
in all Peace processes and discussion on Kashmir.
3. Dedaration of Kashmiri Pandits in exile as refugees.
Let us join hands to improve quality of life of
our community members. Let us co-ordinate and
raise our voice and speak truth about Kashmir, °

God willing, we will be heard. o
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Kashmiri Rhymes from Distant Diaspora <. Or. B.K.Moza, Kotkata
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Learn Kashmiri. It is our mother-tongue.
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qrogfed SR 27 R e § Suers 21
T8 T SFRT I HERTST AR RE 3 2
I 9 9L o &, ¥ B afed v BT
foret 8 | S TET & ¥¥ SeAR R AR PR
fer S 7 foran 2 | Ria-urdel & uRwRe Warg
GRT T T T e T/ & | et <raor
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iR M BT Sl AW o By e FalRe
T HIRT T T LRV Y el 2 |

HINT &1 gfte 3 SR TR ATS & | i A
5 IR IS HY 19T BT SRINT B 3R NiRper
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fa oM faearT & SMER &R o1 Ward geg
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T W BRA forfY ¥ fomar war # sk g A
&% ol ofty o@e & =) § Rt o
=T & a1 P8 A1 L) fob 31T 39 X
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& & o = Tem & aey ¥ 9 @ e
TR e H s v & | S vy sl s
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Qmaﬁgémﬁmﬁumﬂam@#%ég
9 RIS - Yve TR - iR AR 1 g:
e F a8 AR R |
e T3 & SR T W W ST
Yo iedl 3 4 I & Hater THSeH w9
AR 3Ry B garis TEAR o fored
& | A TR o, Ma, wor 3R el
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(Source: Shudahavidys, New Delhi — May 2004)

i g AR &

- Sifde foire, “faora” (el )
(Dedicated to my motherland Kashmir)
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ve 81 7 U &1 BT eI [Rearr
ot & g & 3 & 71 76 &
atefl 7 S & & U &1 §1T aqsh /]
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FIEIT ®) Y & AV G
W) gasIS 4 Us & g3 Fvad &
VP HIGH &1 THIgY Bl ET BV ST
# &7eir eare S @ ANETH §
9 °TE] H 2T TR UR A @ e uRacH
o forg qrey v o ver 2 a1 R¥a @ spRan
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(g R reife 3f< wivi) A e & | 99
FHIIR & A Af<, 3sm iR [AEri ol
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PRIl PATAH | T TR Y= Af ST S 5
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qe, fe diea g qediel e+ dred e
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Report & Biradari News

e AIKS Global Meet at Bangalore :

A two-day Global Conference on the 'Future of

Kashmiri Pandits' was held at Bangalore on 18th
and 19th December 2004. The Conference was
organised by the All India Kashmiri Samaj, the apex
body of all Kashmiri Pandit organisation in the
country and abroad, and hosted by the Kashmiri
Hindu Samiti, Bangalore. More than 100 delegates
(including about 40 from other parts of the country
and abroad) took part in the deliberations. The
Conference unanimously passed various resolutions
which are separately given in this issue.

® Appointed :

Shri Vivek Raina of 20-A, Ahata Amar Singh,
Palace Road, Jammu 180001 has been appointed
as Special Correspondent of Milchar for Jammu.
His Telephone number is 2547394 and his
Mobile number is 9419195064, He can also
be contacted at vivekavtarraina@hotmail.com

® Smt. Susheela Dhar Charitable Trust :
Continuing its child-welfare work in the field of
education in collaboration with Kashmiri Pandits
Association, Mumbai, Smt. Susheela Dhar
Charitable Trust awarded Merit certificates and
Cash Prizes totalling Rs. 18700.00 to 22 students
of Kashmiri migrant camp schools in Jammu area, in
September 2004.

Shit G.L.Dhar and his daughter Dr. Mrs. Shashi
Bansilal (a Trustee) personally visited camp schools
at Nagrota, Muthi, Mishriwala and Purkhoo for
distribution of prizes.

The noble work instituted by Shri G.L.Dhar
may apparently appear a drop in the ocean, but it
is certainly a step in the right direction. Not only
shall this small gesture encourage meritorious and
deserving students, but it shall also inspire many
such generous-minded biradari members to come
forward to help our migrant children.

® Vivek Wali has done it :

Vivek, son of Sunita and Vinod Wali, presently in
Muscat, Oman, along with his team mate won the
Terraquiz2004 Green Olympaid in which besides
all the sates of India , 70000 school students from
other countries participated.

Vivek had honed his quiz winning capacities
while taking part in the Zaan Quiz while in Mumbai.
The encouragement he received from Mumbai
biradari then, has helped him to win higher laurels
this time when he was representing Sultanate o
Oman. Mallika Sarabai anchored the Quiz.
Jyotiraditya Scindia, MP was present in the Award
Ceremony and encouraged the youngsters.

In the prize distribution chaired by the Union
Minister of Environment, Vivek along with his
colleague was designated as Hero Honda
Environmental Ambassador - Hero-Honda being
a co-sponsor. We wish him many more successes.
® Asjun Kemmu scores 239 not out :

Asjun, son of Shri K.K. Kemmu, did a remarkable
feat in cricket while playing for his school in the .
under sixteen Herris Shield Elite Group in Mumbai
in the first week of December. Arjun, whom Times
of Delhi (7.12.2004) described as “The

Destructor - The Chief" scored 239 runs and wal™

still not out when his team declared the innings.
We wish Arjun Kemmu many more laurels in
the days to come with his daunting spirit.
@ Man Pamposh by Girja Pandit :
Girja Pandit has added to her repository of bhajans
and devotional songs with her latest offering — Man
Pamposh. These are Kashmiri bhajans from the Saint-
Poet Bhawani Bhagyavaan Pandit, published earlier
under the same name.
The depth of spiritual experience has been
converted into musical expression by Girja with
her voice and composition. The cassette & CD

s e
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have been issued by Baba Creations.

® Kashmiri Samaj, Hyderabad :

Kashmiri Samaj Hyderabad is performing Annual
Maha Yagya on 22nd and 23rd January 2005
at Hanuman Temple, Near Hyderabad Public
School, Begumpet Flyover, Hyderabad. The Samaj
has invited members of the biradari to be present
and have Naveed on the occasion.

® Nuptials:

52 Ashish S/o Smt. Mohini and Shri Sohan Lal

”‘__Kaul of Vashi, was married to Shalini D/o Smt.

“Shanta & Shri Deepak Chatta at Jammu on
923rd.Oct.,2004.

S Tanya D/o Smt. Basanti & Shri Kapil Raina of

Andheri, was married to Rahul, S/o Smt. Malu &

Shri Ramesh Kaul of Singapore, on 5th Dec., 2004

at Mumbai.

7 Navin S/o Smt. Santosh & Shri Surinder

Kachroo of Marol, Mumbai, was married to Swati,

D/o Dr. Durga & Dr. R.L.Khosa at Jammu on 8th

Dec., 2004.

2 Mohit S/o Smt. Shakuntala Kachroo Nair

was married to Rupa Raichur on 25th. November,

2004 at Birmingham.

® Yagneopavit Ceremony:

Of Rohit & Rahul, nephews of Mr. S.K.Kaul
QIJNPT) performed at Navi Mumbai on 27th &
28th Nov. 2004.
® Donation for KPA Medical Fund:

Shri PN.Wali, Editor-in-Chief of Milchar has
donated Rs. 5000.00 for the KPA Medical Fund.
® Medical Assistance:

KPA\ provided medical assistance to an ailing biradari
member (suffering with kidney problem) of Purkhoo,
Jammu to the tune of Rs. 5000.00.

® Voluntary Services :

KPA thanks Shri O.N.Watzir for his offer to carry

out maintenance services of various electrical and

other equipments at Kashyap Bhawan free of cost.
The gesture was very much appreciated by the
members of the BOT of KPA.

@ Moving out of Mumbai :

Dr. Surinder Kher, S/o Shri M.L.Kher, presently
working with LGATE Clinical Research, Mumbai
as Senior Vice President, is relocating to NOIDA
to take up his new assignment as CEO with Jubilant
Clinisys.

® Noted Social Worker Shri PN.Bhat is no
more : 7

One of the prominent social worker and close
associate of Shri Hriday Nath Jattoo, Prithvi Nath
Bhat is no more after prolonged illness. He
breathed his last at AlIMS New Delhi around
8:30 PM. today. Since migration Shri Bhat, the
resident of Ali Ganj Camp, Lodhi, New Delhi
actively participated in almost all the social
activities that were part of KP movements since
past 15 years. Simple, but the man of courage
and quick to help needy, Shri Bhat lived in camp
for all these years of exile a simple life. Shri Bhat
has left behind his wife, a son and a daughter.
May his noble soul rest in peace! (/nput: Dalip

Langoo) & @
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Letters

[=]1 We were deeply saddened on the passing
away of Smt. Dulariji Wanchoo in early December
2004. She alongwith her husband late Shri N.
N. Wanchoo were a towering couple, who had
made tremendous mark not only on my personality
but my family and many other youngsters while we
landed in Mumbai from our native places.

| had a special Bond of attachment with their
family as they were instrumental in arranging my
marriage in early seventy in a decent way based
on strong foundations. She was always ready
to assistin any manner whenever asked for, which
will always be remembered with reverence. | along
with my wife Sarla pray to God that her soul rest
in peace and our Association continues with her
legacy in fulfilling unfinished tasks. We also lost
two other stalwarts in the recent past, Smt. Shanta
Kapoor and Mr. Onkar Aima who were always
amongst the first ones in lending helping hands for
noble cause. Their concern and the efforts for the
growth of our Association is un-matchable. We
bow our heads to these fine personalities.

S.K.Razdan, Ville Parle
An Agenda for Social Reforms ... From Page 13

published in Kashmiri.

7) There should be cultural programmes where
plays, skits, individual and group songs, chhaksi,
rouf etc. are presented. There should be
competitions among children to test their knowledge
of Kashmiri language, literature, history and culture.
Issues relating to Diet:

Kashmiris suffer from a number of ailments which
can be directly ascribed to use of non-vegetarian
diet, deep frying of food stuffs and excessive use
of spices. There is a worldwide trend towards
adoption of vegetarian diet, limited use of oil and
spices and eating of health-giving food. Kashmiris
need to follow this general trend, both for medical
and spiritual reasons.

Smt. Vidya Gauri Gadoo, W/o Shri
C.L.Gadoo (Ex. President, Kashmiri Samiti,
New Delhi) of Sunder Block, Shakarpur,
Delhi, left for her heavenly abode on 12
October 2004 at Delhi.

Smt. Nirmala Wanchoo, W/o Late
N.N.Wanchoo (the heart and soul of KPA
during his times) of Joshi Apartments,
Lalubhai Park Road, Andheri, Mumbai left
for her heavenly abode on 4th December

2004 at Mumbai. k=

Shri Som Nath Langoo of Pamposh Enclave,
New Delhi (Originally of Badiyar Bala,
Srinagar), elder brother of Shri Kishen
Langoo and uncle of Shri Dalip Langoo,
left for his heavenly abode on 29th
December 2004 at Delhi.

May their souls rest in peace.
T e

... From Page 10

Sarwanand Koul Premi

knowledged, unsung, even though notables from
Jagmohan to L.M.Singhvi, including George
Fernandes, Syed Sahabudin, Shafi Qurreshi,
Subramanyam Swami and topped by Vice Presi-
dent Bharon Singh Shekhawat himself, lamentege:.
his death and the chief minister of state had been a
close associate and fellow traveler of Premi.

Thus as small a bequeath as naming a couple of
institutions in his home district Anantnaag after him
have remained proposals forgotten in the govern-
ment files. Nor have any other fitting tributes been
paid to this great soul for his sacrifice, his social
and political ‘work and literary contributions. The
bereaved family had to run after the administrators
and ministers of this State to get the date of death
of this martyr corrected in the records which some-
how had came to be stated as 5th of May 1990.
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Maftrimonial

Ta—-"-—-——————-——-—————‘f\a—-———-—-———————-

58 We are looking for an alliance prefer-
ably from a boy settled / serving in UK
for our daughter, March' 70 born, 5'3",
Convent educated, well mannered doc-
tor with decent family background. She
has cleared her PLAB | & Il and is pres-
ently working at London and also pursu-
ing MRCP. My daughter is an innocent,
issueless divorcee and her marriage lasted
for a very short period. |f interested please
respond with details to Kauls, C/o House
No. 26, Lane No. 1, Laxmi Nagar,
Muthi, Jammu 181205.

E-mail: yimberzal@yahoo.com

3 Wanted a suitable KP alliance, work-
ing in Mumbai for a smart, good looking
Non-Manglik KP girl, 5-6", Oct. 76
born, B.Pharma, MBA (Pune) working
as a Product Executive in a reputed
pharma company in Mumbai. The boy
should be equaﬂy qualified and well

(LM-674)

placed. Please contact T.K.Tickoo, G2,
Prabhat, Amrut Nagar, Margao 403602,
Goa. Tel: 0832-3129644 (Rel).

2 Wanted good looking KP girl, suitably
qualified preferably CA/Doctor/Lecturer for
a smart KP boy, settled in Delhi, 29 years,
5.6", B.Com (H), MBA, CA , self-
employed having own office and house.
Correspond for Tekni with Dr. Nirmal Dhar
Bagati, E-41, 2:2, Sector 4, Nerul, Navi
Mumbai 400706. Tel: (O) 27720702
and 27720264. (R) 27722197.
(M) 31031502.

A Wanted Professionally qualified match
for smart Kashmiri boy 21.7.74/5'-6"
working in management cadre in ACC Ltd.,
drawing handsome remuneration. Please
contact Dr. Nirmal Dhar, 422, The Great
Eastern Galleria, Sector 4, Nerul, Navi
Mumbai. Tel: 27720702, 27720264.

Kaul S.L., Flat No. 304, Apsara, Sector 17, Navi Mumbai 400 703. Tel: 278934792.

(LM-675)

Munshi Dr. A.K., 110, Keshav Kunj, Raman Reti, Vrindaban, Dist. Mathura, U.P. Tel: 25407 50.

(LM-676)

Bhat Bippan, B-202, Krishna Smruti, Evershine City - 88, Vasai Road (E) 401 208. Tel: 2464153.

(LM-677)

Bamzai Moti Lal, Wing A/2, Flat No. 405, Lokyaman Apt., Military Road, Marol, Andheri (E),

Mumbai 400 059. Tel: 39505742,
(LM-678)

Tikoo Smt. Chuni, B-5, Shankar Apartments, Kopri Colony, Thane (W) 400 603. Tel: 25320688.
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RNI Registration No. MAHMUL/2004/13413

| -' ] RESPECTFUL REMEMBERANCE
_ ON WAHARWAAR
| (FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARY)
Dr. A.N.Kaul Adalati _ Smt. Kamla Kaul Adalati
(Dec. 25, 1919 - Feb. 5, 2004) (July 1923 - Feb. 5, 2004)

A year has passed since both of you left us in shock and immense grief. Dr. Amarnath Kaul Adalati
renowned Educationist and Educational Administrator and his gracious wife, Smt. Kamla Kaul D/o Late
Pt. Sat Lal Sadhu (Bana Mohalla, Srinagar) passed away on February 5, 2004, following a car
accident near Kosikalan while on their way from Gwalior to Delhi-Gurgaon, to attend a marriage
function. Deeply devoted to each other for more than six decades, they did not part from each other
even in death. b.

Son of Late Pt. Bishamber Nath Kaul Adalati (Batyar, Alikadal, Srinagar), Dr. Adalati by
sheer hard work, commitment, dedication and systematic educational pursuits, made a name for himself
in the educational firmament of M.P. where he had settled down in the early fifties. Starting his career
as a Lecturer in Education, he rose to occupy covetous positions in the State, culminating in his
appointment as secretary, M.PBoard of Secondary Education. Author of several books, he also func-
tioned as Dean, Faculty of Education, and later as acting Vice Chancellor of the Jiwaji University,
Gwalior. Alter retirement, he was appointed as Director, Correspondence Courses and Continuing
Education, University of Bhopal.

Dr. Adalati, along with Kamla ji showered abundant love and affection on one and all zeal-
ously guarded the dignity and traditions of the Adalati clan. They also preserved and promoted the
Kashmiri Pandit culture, traditions and language among the Kashmiri community in Bhopal and Gwalior,
which revered them a fatherly and motherly icons, respectively. As President of Kashmiri Samaj, Gwalior,
Dr. Adalati played a notable role in helping the migrant community to stand on their own feet in the
post 1990 diaspora.

May the noble souls of departed rest in peace.

Fondly remembered by:

Sons & Daughters-in-law: Dr. O.N.Kaul & Dr. Ratna Kaul, Sanjay & Neeta Kaul, Anil & Anjali Kaul

Daughter & Son-in-law: Dr. Usha & Er. Rattan Raina.

Grand Children: Dr. Neeraj & Dr. Seema Kaul, Dr. Shweta Kaul, Neeti & Deepak Kaul (Karihaloo),
Amit Raina, Aditya & Ankit Kaul.

Great Grand Children: Varun & Satvik.

Sisters & Brother-in-law: Jaikishori Dhar, Lalita & A.N.Kaul Sahib, Santosh & B.N.Dhar (Patel).

Brother's Family: Susheela Kaul, Ashish & Bharati Kaul.

In-laws: Smt. Somawati Kaw, Smt. & Shri Brij Nath Sadhu, Kishni Sadhu, Rita & R K .Sadhu, Shanta &

J.L Kothidar, Lakshmi & R.L.Munshi, Raj & M.K.Kaw, Dr. Saroj & Dr. PK Kaw, Asha & Dev Swaroop.

Address: Dr. Kaul Hospital & Research Centre, Naya Bazar, Gwalior 474009
Tel: 0751-2324441, 2323331. Mob: 9826253331, 9425109900. E.Mail: KaulRatna@yahoo. com
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