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Between Ourselves
... M.L.Mattoo, President

Namaskar.

® This year, June month remained very hectic for KPA to liaise with the Director,
Technical Education, Maharashtra State, Mumbai. It was because this year onwards, as
per the ruling of Supreme Court, DTE decided to condut CET for Ist year Engineering
courses for all students, including J&K Migrants. This was putting our students from
Jammu, Delhi and other states to lot of inconvenience financially as also on account
of railway reservations so as to be in Mumbai on two occasions, i.e. for CET and
Counselling, as the gap between the two was very large. Hence a team comprising
myself, Shri C.L.Raina (General Secretary, KPA), Shri Virander Takoo (Trustee
KPA) and Shri A.N.Vaishnavi, who had come from Jammu, met Prof. N.B.Pasalkar
Director, Technical Education, Maharashtra a number of times, explaining our
difficulties and pleading that the CET should also be conducted at Jammu & Delhi.
Finally after our persuations and with the help of Shri M.K.Kaw, President AIKS,
New Delhi through AICTE, New Delhi, the Director agreed to hold CET at National
Institute of Technology, Jammu and Bhartiya Vidyapeeth, New Delhi. Our sincere
thanks to Prof. N.B.Pasalkar and his team for acceeding to our request.

®All India Kashmiri Samaj held its Executive Body Meeting and AGM at Jammu on

18th to 20th June where KPA Mumbai, being an affiliate, was invited to attend. I
attended the meeting on behalf of the KPA, Mumbai. During the Conference, an
interaction meeting with various J&K political organisations, proved to be very
fruitful, advising all Kashmiri Pandit organisations to get their act together under one
umbrella. On the 3rd day of the Conference, the guest speakers were Lt. Gen. (Retd)
S.K.Sinha, Hon'ble Governor, J&K State, Shri M.K.Rasgotra, Former Foreign
Secretary, Govt. of India, and other important KP leaders. The proceedings and the
Resolutions passed in the Conference are separately mentioned in this issue.

®KPA received requests from the Principals of Muthi, Purkho and Jhiri/Mishriwala

Camp Govt. Mixed Higher Secondary Schools, Jammu for their requirement of
Uniforms, Note Books and School Bags for about 150 economically weaker students.
Out BOT sanctioned Rs. 25000.00 for the purpose. We took the opportunity of my
presence at Jammu and distributed the above items personally to the students.

In addition to above, a request from the Head Master, Camp School,
Jhiri/Mishriwala, Jammu for requirement of hygeinic drinking water, a Eureka Forbes
HI1-F10 Aqua Guard Water Purifier was fitted at the school premises at a cost of
Rs.8500.00. The gesture was very much appreciated by the parents of the students and
the press.
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I must record my thankfulness to Shri S.K.Jalali and Shri Sandeep Kaul for the
support they provided me during my engagement at the Camps.

®We have received the following donations for our Relief activities:

M/s KREBS Biochemical and Industries Ltd., Hyderabad: Rs. 25000.00
M/s Anna Bulk Carrier, Mumbai Rs. 8500.00

®In response to a humanitarian call for help from New Delhi, a sum of Rs. 5000.00

was sanctioned by the BOT, KPA and sent to the person concerned as a token gesture
for his medical treatment.

A list of about 20 unfortunate destitute persons who continue to live in the Valley,
alongwith a request for some relief was received and discussed by our BOT. Our
Association selected five persons (blind, deaf and dumb, paralytic and sick with
terminal diseases) and adopted them for this year (for the time being). A sum of Rs.
6000.00 have been sent to each of them by DDs.

®Lastly I believe, 'Milchar' subscriptions have not been renewed by a large number of
our Biradari members. Kindly do subscribe as soon as possible, so that you have a
copy in your hands. All that you need to do is to send us a Cheque for Rs.100.00
(subscription for one year) drawn in favour of 'Kashmiri Pandits' Association,
Mumbai'.

Thank you.
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Editorial
... P.N.Wali

Employing our Youth

At the recently held meeting of AIKS at Jammu and in many other fora of the
Community, concern for employment opportunities for our youngsters have been
voiced. And it is felt that community action be taken in solving this problem.

The problem of employment for the youth who enter the earning stage of life is
universal. It confronts every one in the society. But it is a more serious issue for the
youth of community, whose families have been uprooted from the home land. We are
left without any support from the home state, which even otherwise has in the past
been seldom sympathetic. The Central adminstration shows no inclination to help.
Government jobs in the state are almost out. Even commercial establishments like
J&K Bank etc. have also shown no inclination to accommodate members of KP
community. With no support base, the struggle for seeking employment can be bitter.

Every young man/woman has aspirtion for a 'good' job. But one has to go through
frustrations, disappointments and compromises in the process. One seldom gets what
one aspires for. Although there are exceptions. Some of our youngsters have done
fairly well, often by dint of their capacity and drive.

Can the community help? Yes, in a way. Individuals in the community have been
very helpful in the past. People who can help in industry, have helped of course
within the limitations of their positions. No doubt as a community, we have a habit of
not showing gratitude. But they have helped inspite of that. We hope this support
mechanism will continue - rather more effectively.

Associate action in looking for openings can also be sometime useful. Some
associations like in Delhi had an employment cell. In Mumbai, KPA provided a
breathing space in their premises for a limited period till they were able to find
employment. AIKS did the same for girls from camps. It may be done in future also.

Associations can do work in employment guidance. These days, guidance for
employment has also become a specialised field. Some organisations have designed
short courses for it. Young people need guidance where and how to approach for
employment. The course conducted by Dr. Om Kaul, a top management consultant in
Mumbai, on behalf of KPA last year, was found very useful by our youngsters.

Associate action can also work as pressure groups with state or central government
to specifically make openings for the community youth. The problem of
unemployment is rather in the worst form for those KPs still left in the Valley. Their
youth are finding no outlets in an atmosphere which even otherwise is also not so
sympathetic. There government initiative can be useful. The government, which is
asking KPs to return, be told to make life easier for those who are still there.
Employment opportunities specifically for them will be a step forward.

o O o O
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From the Pages of History
... J.N. Kachroo

Indo-Pak War - Part il

Plebiscite — Its Genesis and Current Status : The secessionists hold that the
Kashmir's accession was subject to people’s will and also to the implementation of an
UNO resolution. They claim India has not honoured her promises. On the other hand,
critics of Nehru blame him of Idealism. It would be appropriate to trace the historical
march of events in this regard for an impartial, realistic, and logical (devoid of
emotions) conclusions. Human memory is short and always needs to be refreshed.

Before proceeding ahead, it would be useful to keep in mind the salient features of
the political scene in Kashmir on the eve of India’s Independence. It can be summed
up as follows:

A secular party, the National Conference (NC) led the freedom struggle by the
citizens of J&K against their Hindu Maharaja. The Congress was closely associated
with the NC and its movement for democratic rights. The Muslim League, professed
champion of Muslims of the sub continent, denounced the secular democratic
movement and its connection with the Congress.

The country was in the grip of massive communal riots. There were large scale
riots in the Punjab, The western borders of J&K were too fragile to prevent
infiltration. According to an assessment by Prime Minister Nehru, Maharaja
Harisingh’s army would not be able to face any border trouble, the signs of which
were increasingly visible, without popular support. Obviously, the only major group
that could help was the NC under Sheikh Abdullah, who was in jail alongwith his
followers.

The decision of the British Govt. to partition India was announced on 31d June
1947 the rulers of the states could make their own decision.
Maharaja Harisingh’s Procrastination : The Viceroy, Lord Mountbatten visited

Kashmir on 19t June 1947 to meet Maharaja Harisingh. One day before he flew to
Srinagar, he issued a statement saying, “Constitutionally and legally the Indian states
will be independent sovereign states on the termination of paramountcy and they will
be free to decide themselves to adopt any course they like”. His mission was to make
Harisingh realise the gravity of the situation and act decisively. But, unfortunately,
the crucial meeting between them scheduled for 22 June 1947 could not take place.
Harisingh suffered a colic attack. Shortly after his return to London, Mountbatten said
in a speech, “On everyone of the four days, I persisted with the advice : Ascertain the

will of your people by any means and join by August 14th this year... Had he

acceded to Pakistan before 14th August 1947, the future govt. of India had allowed
me to give His Highness an assurance that no objection whatever would be raised by
them.”. And had the Maharaja joined India, Pakistan could not object, as it did not
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exist” (Refer 'Time Only To Look Forward' P.69). The Viceroy returned without any
success.

Mahatma Gandhi visited Kashmir on 29th July 1947 on almost the same mission
without any visible success. S.M.Abdulla continued being in jail. Maharaja Harising,
perhaps frightened by Jinnah’s Islam in Pakistan and Nehru’s democracy in India,
opted out for procrastination. S.M.Abdullah, continued to be in jail.

Maharaja Harisingh opted out for a 'Standstill Agreement' with Pakistan.
Theoretically he attained his Independence on 15th August 1947 on the termination of
British paramountcy.

Integration of Indian States : 565 Indian states would assume sovereignty on 15th
August 1947. To deal with the situation a Department of States was constituted and
brought under the control of Home Minister, Sardar Patel on 5th July 1947.
V.P.Menon, a confidant of the Viceroy, became the Secretary of States. The stated
objective of the States Department was to supervise the integration of the Indian
States with the emerging Indian Union. V.P.Menon’s book 'Story of Integration of
Indian States' gives interesting, at times thrilling accounts of the integration stories of
some States. Most of the princes signed the Instrument of Accession willingly, some
had to be persuaded, and some coerced. Typical among the reluctant were the Nawab
of Bhopal, Dewan of Travancore and Maharaja Hanwant Singh of Jodhpur. The last
mentioned almost worked out a deal with Jinnah for acceding to adjoining Pakistan,
in spite of overwhelming Hindu majority of the state. All these were persuaded to join
India. However, Hyderabad, Kashmir and Junagarh remained undecided.

Kashmir ignored : No effort was made to persuade, much less to pressurise or
coerce Harisingh to accede to the emerging Indian Union. Hadson writes in the 'Great
Divide'": "The States Ministry of the Govt. of India was meanwhile strictly passive.
Kashmir was deliberately omitted from a committee of States representative called by
Pre-Independent States Department to discuss the terms of accession, though
Hyderabad was included".

V.P.Menon writes in his book "The story of Integration of Indian States': ".... We
left the State (Kashmir) alone. We did not ask the Maharaja to accede, though at a
time (after partition) as a result of Red-Cliffe Award, the State had become connected
by road with India. Owing to the composition of population, the State had its own
peculiar problems. Moreover, our hands were full and, if truth be told, I for one had
simply no time to think of Kashmir”.

What does this attitude suggest ?
1. Was India not interested in integrating 3rd biggest State in spite of its strategic
importance?
2. Was the States Ministry convinced that the composition of its population did not
warrant any efforts to persuade the Maharaja to accede to India, in spite of NC factor?
3. Whatever it is, the fact remains that no pressure was brought upon Harisingh
to take S.M.Abdullah into confidence to take a decisive step for three weeks

from the date of his release till 2ond October 1947 when Kashmir was raided
by tribals backed and organised by Pakistan army.
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Release of Abdullah — Time Lost : Meanwhile the situation on Kashmir borders
worsened. Alarmed by reports, PM Nehru, on 27 Sept. 1947 wrote a long and well
argued letter to the Minister of States (S.Patel) saying “I rather doubt if Maharaja
and his State forces can meet the situation by themselves without popular help.
Obviously only major group that can side with them is the NC under Sheikh
Abdullah’s leadership... we have definitely great asset in NC... Sheikh Abdulla
has repeatedly given assurance of wishing to cooperate and of being opposed to
Pakistan”.

S.M.Abdullah was released on 29 Sept.1947 and on 4th October he said, “.....I
never believed in the Pak slogan..... Pandit Nehru is my best friend and I hold
Gandhiji in real reverence”.

Yet for three weeks between 29 Sept 1947 upto 22 Oct. 1947 when Kashmir was
raided by Pak backed armed tribals, nothing was done to put pressure on Harisingh to
take Sheikh Abdullah into confidence and take a firm decision.

However, Sheikh Abdullah, perhaps realising the urgency took a bold step. He sent
a delegation led by G.M.Sadiq to Pakistan with a three point proposal: 1) Pakistan
should not precipitate a decision upon them. 2) Give them (Kashmir) time and
support the freedom movement in Kashmir and; 3) recognise the democratic right of
the people to decide their future. Sadiq went to Pakistan twice, without any success.

Even on 31 October 1947 (after accession) Sheikh Abdulah sent a signal of Peace
to Pakistan. He said “....I request Mr.Jinnah to accept the democratic principle of the
sovereignty of the people of our State, including as it does 78% of Muslims whose
free and unhampered choice must count in the matter of final expression” —
(Hindustan Times 2 November 1947).

Pakistan with an eye on Hyderabad and Junagarh would not accept it. Mr.Jinnah is

reported to have commented, “Kashmir is in my pocket”.
Accession to India: The armed raid on 22 October 1947 precipitated the matter.
Kashmir could not resist the massive raid. Death and destruction were unleashed. The
state administration almost collapsed. India could not send any help unless J&K had
acceded to India. On 26 October 1947 Maharaja Harisingh signed the Instrument of
Accession to India, endorsed by Sheikh Abdullah. Accepting the accession, the
Governor General Mountbatten wrote in a separate letter, “...... In consistence with
the policy of the Govt.... it is, my governments wish that, as soon as law and order
have been restored and soil cleared of the invader, the question of State’s accession
should be settled by a reference to the people”.

Why had India put a condition when it was not needed under the Independence
Act? Explaining the Indian stand and action, Mountbatten speaking to the Editor of
Statesman on 28 October 1947 said “You cannot build a nation on tricks .... Jinnah at
Abbatabad had been expecting to ride in Triumph into Kashmir... India’s move on
Kashmir was an event of different order. Her readiness to accept a Plebiscite had been
stated from the outset. The Maharaja’s accession gave complete legality to the action
so far taken."

It is interesting to note that legality of Kashmir’s accession to India was never
questioned by any power in the security council. On 4" February 1948, the U.S
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representative in the Security Council said: “...... with the accession of J&K to India,
his (Maharaja’s) foreign sovereignty went to India, and that is how India happens to
be here as a petitioner”.

Why Conditional ? Was this offer of reference to people’s opinion unique in the case
of Kashmir? If not, what was the evolution of this policy? A ‘policy’ should be
distinguished from a constitutional provision. The former is usually a mechanism to
deal with an evolving situation and is often subject to modification and amendment to
suit the time of its implementation.

The evolution of the policy: A close study of the historical development vis-a-vis the
integration will show that;

Most of the states acceded to India on agreed conditions either willingly or as a result
of persuasion / negotiation without any such condition for ratification. In all such
cases the ruler exercised his powers of decision conferred upon him after the
termination of British paramountcy. But unfortunately, three States Junagarh, J&K
and Hyderabad remained undecided till 15 August 1947 and beyond.

Incidentally all the three had more or less similar problem. The rulers and the
majority of the ruled did not belong to the same religion.

Junagarh presented the first opportunity to the Govt. of India to evolve a policy to
deal with the delinquent who did not act judiciously and timely. Let us examine the
sequence of events related to Junagarh :

1. On 15 August 1947, the Nawab announced his decision to accede to Pakistan.

2. On 21 August 1947, V.P. Menon, asked Pakistan to clarify her policy, keeping in
view that a) Junagargh had no geographical continuity with Pakistan b) the
majority of people were Hindus and c) peoples consultation was necessary.

3. On 12 Sept.1947, Nehru sent a written message to Pakistan through Lord Ismay,
Mountbatten’s chief of staff proposing to accept people’s verdict.

4. On 13 Sept. 1947, Pakistan accepted the accession of Junagarh

5. India refused to accept the validity of the accession, but Mountbatten regarded it
legally valid, though politically and morally incorrect.

6. On 17 Sept. 1947, India sent V.P. Menon to Junagarh to advise the Nawab to
accept the proposal for reference to the people.

7. Respecting Mountbatten’s views, India resisted the temptation of an armed
intervention.

8. On 25 Sept. 1947, Pak turned down India’s proposal for a referendum, stating “this
was a matter between the Nawab and his subjects”.

9. On Sept 30, 1947, the Prime Minister proposed in the newly constituted Defence
Committee, “Wherever there is a dispute in regard to any territory, the matter should
be decided by referendum / plebiscite.... We accept the decision whatever may be”.
(Hudson — Great Divide) The decision was immediately conveyed to Pakistan.

10. Next day Nehru made a public announcement of this decision .

11. In a meeting of Joint Defence Council attended by Nehru and Liaquat Ali Khan,
Mountbatten said that the decision of the Defence committee of India, referred to
above (item n0.9) would apply not only to Junagarh but to other areas as well.
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12. Liaquat Ali Khan made no comment. Was it because of Junagarh and Hyderbad?
Or, was it because of Pakistan’s lack of confidence to win in S.M.Abdullah’s Kashmir
9

13. Pakistan chose to insist on the ruler’s prerogatives in the case of Junagarh and
Hyderabad. She maintained her conspicuous silence regarding Kashmir.

14. After meeting Liaquat Ali Khan on 16 October 1947, Mountbatten reported that
Pakistan was agreeable to a plebiscite, but the Pak Prime Minister backed out saying
it was a misunderstanding.

15. India held a plebiscite in Junagarh on 20 Feb. 1948. Pakistan did not cooperate.

India remained committed to her declared policy which was stated in his letter by
the Governor General on 26 Oct 1947 while accepting the accession of J&K.

India’s efforts and Pakistan’s reaction: The Govt. of India showed its seriousness
about the commitment right from the start, but unfortunately failed to persuade
Pakistan to accept the offer. The following are some instances;

1. On Nov. 1, 1947 Mountbaten conveyed to Mr.Jinnah the commitment of the Govt.
of India, Mr.Jinnah suggested a Round Table conference of Mountbatten, Nehru,
Jinnah, Liaquat Ali Khan, Harisingh & Sheikh M Abdullah. The last two had no locus
standii after accession.

2. Without prior sanction of the cabinet, Mountbatten suggested to Mr.Jinnah to hold
a plebiscite under the auspices of the United Nation. Jinnah rejected it and suggested
a plebiscite under the supervision of Mountbatten and Jinnah himself.

On 2 Nov 1947, Nehru in a broadcast said, “...In Kashmir, India is willing to hold

a referendum under some such international authority as that of the United Nations”.
(V.P.Menon says that no Indian Minister objected)
3. On 25 Nov 1947 speaking in Parliament (reading from a prepared statement, while
both Patel and Shyama Prashad Mukherjee were present) Nehru said, “....we have
suggested that when the people are given a chance in future, this should be done
under the supervision of an impartial tribunal such as the United Nations
Organisation”.

A meeting of Nehru and Liaquat was arranged by Mountbatten at 4.00 p.m. on 26
Nov. 1947. A series of meetings at lower level took place to discuss disengagement.
Liaquat Ali Khan returned to Pakistan ahead of his delegation’s departure. He issued
a statement that Pakistan would never give up Kashmir. Fresh batches of raiders were
sent to Kashmir and ghastly atrocities by the raiders were reported. Mountbatten's
effort failed once again.

United Nations Efforts: The United Nations Commision for India and Pakistan
(UNCIP) comprising representatives of Czechosolvakia, Argentina, Belgium and
Colombia and the United States, arrived in Karachi on 5 July 1948. On 9 July 1948
the Foreign Minister of Pakistan, Sir Zaffarullah Khan informed the commission that
three brigades of Pakistani army had been operating in Kashmir. When the
commission arrived in New Delhi, Sir Girja Shankar Bajpai, the Secretary General of
External Ministry reacted sharply and pleaded that the situation had changed since the
commission was formed in April 1948. “Pakistan should be named an aggressor and
condemned”, was the Indian demand. However, after much negotiations the UNCIP
passed a resolution on 13 Aug 1948. The basic resolution had three parts; Part one
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relates to cease fire; Part two made it incumbent upon Pakistan to withdraw all
forces, regular and irregular, while accepting that India could retain sufficient forces
for the security of the state including the observance of law and order. Part three
provided as follows;
“The Govt. of India and Pakistan reaffirm their wish that the future of the state of
J&K shall be determined in accordance with the wishes of the people and to that end,
upon the acceptance of the Truce Agreement both Governments agree to enter into
consultation with the commission to determine fair and equitable conditions whereby
such free expression will be assured”.

(To be continued)

o O O O 0
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Sweet & Sour
... Tribhuwan N.Bhan

Sweet ~ Yeh Mera India

These facts were published in a German Magazine, which deals with World
History.

a) India never invaded any country in her last 10,000 years of history. b) India
invented the Number System. Zero was invented by Aryabhatta. ¢) The World's first
university was established in Takshashila in 700 BC. More than 10,500 students from
all over the world studied more than 60 subjects. The University of Nalanda built in
the 4th century BC was one of the greatest achievemnts of ancient India in the field of
education. d) Sanskrit is the mother of all the European languages. Sanskrit is the
most suitable language for computer software - A report in Forbes Magazine July
1987. e) Ayurveda is the earliest school of medicine known to humans. Charaka, the
father of medicine consolidated Ayurveda 2500 years ago. Today, Ayurveda is fast
regaining its rightful place in our civilisation. f) Although modern images of India
often show poverty and lack of development, India was the richest country on earth
until the time of British invasion in the early 17th century. Christopher Columbus was
attracted by India's wealth. g) The art of Navigation was born in the river Sindh 6000
years ago. The very word Navigation is derived from the Sanskrit word 'Navgatih'.
The word Navy is also derived from Sanskrit 'Nou'. h) Bhaskaracharya calculated the
time taken by Earth to orbit the Sun hundreds of years before the astronomer Samrat.
Time taken by Earth to orbit the Sun (5th century) 365.258756484 days. 1) The value
of 'pi' was first calculated by Budhayana, and he explained the concept of what is
known as the Pythagorean Theorem. He discovered this in the 6th century, long
bafore the European mathematicians. j) Algebra, trigonometry and calculus came
from India. Quadrtic equations were by Sridharacharya in the 11th century. The
largest numbers the Greeks and the Romans used were 106, whereas Hindus used
numbers as big as 10 (10 to the power of 53) with specific names as early as 5000
BC during the Vedic period. Even today, the largest used number is tera 10" (10 to
the power of 12). k) According to the Gemological Institute of America, up untill
1896, India was the only source for diamonds in the world. 1) USA based IEEE has
proved what has been a century old suspicion in the world scientific community that
the pioneer of wireless communication was Prof. Jagdeesh Bose and not Marconi. m)
The earliest reservoir and dam for irrigation was built in Saurashtra. n) Chess
(Shatranja or Ashta Pada) was invented in India. o) Sushruta is the father of surgery.
2600 years ago he and health scientists of his time conducted complicated surgeries
like caesareans, cataract, artificial limbs, fractures, urinary stones and even plastic
surgery and brain surgery. Usage of anaesthesia was well known in ancient India.
Over 125 surgical equipments were used. Deep knowledge of anatomy, physiology,
aetiology, embryology, digestion, metabolism, genetics and immunity is also found in
many texts. p) When many cultures were only nomadic forest dwellers over 5000
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years ago, Indians established Harappan culture in Sindh Valley (Indus Valley
Civilisation).

Sour ~ No Jokes
Express Delivery from US

At New York's Kennedy Airport today, an individual, later discovered to be a public
school teacher, was arrested trying to board a flight while in possesion of a Ruler, a
Protractor, a set Square and a Calculator. Attorney General believes the man is a
member of the notorious Al-gebra movement. He is being charged with carrying
weapons of math-instruction. Al-gebra is a very fearsome cult, indeed. They desire
average solutions by means of absolute value. They consist of quite shadowy figures,
with names like X, Y, and, although they are frequently referred to as 'Unknowns', we
know they really belong to a common denominator and are part of the axis of
medieval with coordinates in every country.

As the great Greek philanderer Isosceles used to say, there are 3 sides to every
angle, and if God had wanted us to have better weapons of math-instruction, he would
have given us more fingers and toes. Therefore, I am extremely grateful that our
government has given us a sine that it is intent on protracting us from these
mathematicians who are so willing to disintegrate us with integral calculus disregard.
These manipulating staticians love to inflict plain on every sphere of influence. Under
the circumstances, it is time we differentiated their roots, made our point, and drew
the line. These weapons of math-instruction have the potential to decimal everything
in their math on a scalene never before seen unless we become exponents of a Higher
Power and begin to factor-in random facts of the vertex.

As our Great Leader would say, Read my ellipse. Here is one principle he is
uncertainty of-though they continue to multiply, their days are numbered and the
hypotenuse will tighten around their necks. But if their days are numbered, then their
time is very precious!

o O R/
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Laughs
(Courtesy: The Mumbai Age, 29 April 2004)

5000 Years Ago

After digging to a depth of 100 meters near Moscow last year, Russian scientists
found traces of copper wire dating back to 1000 years, and came to the conclusion
that their ancestors already had a telephone notwork 1000 years ago.

Not to be outdone, American scientists dug 200 meters near the Mojave Desert and
headlines in the US papers read: 'US scientists have found traces of 2000 year old
optic fibres, and have concluded that their ancestors already had advanced high-tech
digital telephone 1000 years earlier than the Russians.
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One week later, Indian newspapers reported: 'After digging as deep as 500 meters
in the outskirts of Koderma in Jharkhand, Indian scientists have found absolutely
nothing. They have concluded that 5000 years ago, their ancestors were already using
mobile phones and wireless communication.'

& O 0 O 0
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Moorings
- From Intruded Moorings
by M.K.Raina Ratnakar

I have come back

Somehow from somewhere far,

The mist, the chill, the calm, welcomes me
Means the same familiar pleasant thing
Strange too, yet with no bar,

This is my land.

One Nationality we have,

They and me have same ancestry,
Though in past ten years

I have never come this way,

But never it seems, I never could be
And never had been anywhere else.

O o0 o

L R C R C R HC R 4

* 6 e

\/
*

\/
*

Page 14



Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 15

Our Heritage
... Dalip Langoo

Déjihor - Our Soul & Pride

[Vig' vatstn sung on Mekhla Ceremony]
hér ayam gindiiné,

sdr soniisinziiyé

hari gotshum katshkar, suti soniisuduye
hari gotshum mokhtii har, suti soniisuduye

rrrrrrr

Déjihor represents unity, purity, continuity, ancient heritage, fixity of purpose and so
on. The ornament is symbolic of unity, unity of two families, two individuals and
above all the symbol of cordial relationship. Regarding déjihor nothing is mentioned
anywhere except several interpretations and personal views. We Kashmiri Pundits use
it at the time of divgon and complete its form on the day of ldgiin. In déjihor, déji is a
hanging object and hor is a pair, so a pair of ornaments which hang over the ears,
though there is no mention of ears in the word. In this ornament déjihor is the oval
part. The chain is called the ath. Another part beneath the déjihor is called atithor. So
the ornament is complete with the combination of three things viz. ath, atithor and
déjihor. This is worn by a Kashmiri Pundit lady since past so many millennias.

There is some statue of Lord Buddha in some American museum which bears this
hanging ornament. A strange thing! But this ornament is actually used to symbolise
the oneness of two clans, two families, two different cultures. That is why déjihor is
given to the daughter by her parents and ath and atiihor is later attached to it after
bride reaches her husband's home that is véryuv (war-e-kul). After this the two are
considered as real couple. It appears that the bride's side expresses to God, to devtas
and to the groom's side that may the relationship between the two remain as pure as
that of Shiva and Shakti or as pure as gold. The groom's side also expresses and
ensures that this be true, and they too eccept that the aadhar (the basis) of this world
is Jagadamba herself, so may the Goddess fulfill all their wishes! This ornament
confirms our faith and practices in the famous Shiva and Shakti doctrines of Kashmir.

The formation of particularly two parts déjihor and atiihor are based on triangles.
The déjihor is having likeliness of Shriyamtram, thus symbolising the oneness of
Shiva and Shakti. The atithor symbolises the aadhar, the basis of a Kashmiri
parivaar, the Pundit family. It is seen in Kashmiri families that most of the old ladies
at the time of sandhya wash and worship their déjihor and consider it as divine as
Shiva and Shakti.

It is said about this ornament that once a thief tried to snatch it, but got paralysed
on the spot. He remained in that condition till the same lady, at the request of the
people present there, forgave the thief who promised not to repeat the act in future.
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Such was the impact of the intense spiritual practice associated with this ornament in
the old days.

Our Heritage
... Prof. Raj Nath Bhat (BHU

Displaced Kashmiris
A Study in Cultural Change 1990-2002 - 1

This paper investigates the liguistico—cultural loss among the younger generation of
the displaced Kashmiris who have been living away from the valley for over a
decade now. This segment of the population was either of a tender age at the time of
displacement or was born in the plains. Although it lives with the middle generation
(parents) who are well conversant in Kashmiri language and culture yet a lack of
motivation on the part of the parent as also on their own part has made them mere
passive users of the language. Hindi has acquired the status of their first language
both at home as well as at the school. The parents are deeply pre-occupied with
their daily chores to win bread and butter for the family. They have neither the time
nor any inclination to enable their children to get acquainted with Kashmir language
and culture. The community extends no support whatsoever whereby the Kashmiri
language and culture could be taught to them. Hindi is the language of the dominant
culture and English that of higher education. Kashmiri finds no place in this kind of
linguistic  hierarchy. The younger generation is least inclined to learn and
comprehend their parental cultural and tongue. Rather, it, in their view, is a burden
they can do well without. Obviously, the loss of both the language and culture looks
inevitable.

1. Introduction —

Language and culture are the two fundamental ingredients which give a community
a distinct character and build bonds of fraternity and oneness amongst its members.
The climate, flora and fauna, history and the geographical conditions of the place
where a community lives govern many a cultural entity. Kashmir has a cool climate
where the spring is flowery and the winter snowy. The towns and villages are full of
brooks, rivulets, rivers and springs. One has a geographical understanding of the
directions (east/west etc.) due to the hills and mountains surrounding one’s place of
residence. All such objects are lacking in the plains. Kashmir valley is full of orchids
of almonds and apples, Chinar and walnut trees are usually grown in the kitchen
gardens/backyards. There are several kinds of flowers-wild and cultivated, foods,
places of religious significance etc. which may not be found in the plains. A
displaced community finds itself in alien surroundings with a new kind of flora and
fauna and language and culture. Several linguistic-cultural entities are inevitably lost
in this scenario because the younger generation cannot get acquainted with the
climate, flora and fauna, and culture of its parental (ancestral) land. Thus a large
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number of linguistic-cultural entities are lost even in the passive competence of the
younger generation of a displaced community.

2. Background :

During the medieval times when the Muslim kings inflicted terror in the lives of
Kashmiris, a large majority embraced Islam and a few who stood their ground,
despite repression, sought protection as well as guidance from Guru Tegh Bahadur,
the ninth Sikh Guru, whom the barbaric Mughal King beheaded in Delhi, and his
martyrdom prevented the Kashmiri Hindu culture from going extinct. In the modern
times, the religious and cultural heritage and identity of a people does not attract the
attention of the powers that be unless they constitute a numerically strong group
capable of doing or undoing governments. Pandits of Kashmir constitute a miniscule
minority of nearly half a million people, in the vast human jungle of India, which
does not send even one member to an assembly. Obviously there is none to take up
its cause. On the contrary, there are forces determined to wipe it out from the
cultural scene of India. ‘Scholars’ and politicians have been observing an intriguing
silence regarding the displacement of the Kashmiri Hindus. The cultural identity of
this community is gradually getting eroded which over the ages has been at the
forefront in shaping, nourishing and nurturing the ‘great Indian culture.” An authentic
history of the ‘making of India’ would always have to repeatedly refer to
Kashmiris’ contributions to ancient Indian knowledge, be it philosophy or religion,
logic or literary theories, astrology or mathematics, history or grammar. The rightful
heirs to the legacy of Kalhana, Abhinavagupta, Laleshwari, Bilhana,
Kuntaka,Vamana, Shankuka and a host of other stalwarts is on the cross—roads today,
bewildered and baffled, unsure ofits future.

Migration away from Kashmir of the members of this community has been a

continuous process ever since the advent of Islam into the wvalley. The terror and
torture inflicted upon this community by the Muslim rulers sends shivers down one’s
spine. The names of Sikander (the idol-breaker), Aurangzeb, Jabbar etc. continue to
be the terror-creators in the folklore of the community.
A few that possessed “the imagination of disaster” probably guessed (and rightly so
) the intent of the post-independence rulers because the migration of the members of
the community in ones and twos continued during the years after independence
(1947). But the winter of 1989-90 turned out to be the turning point in the history of
this community which constituted a mere 2.5% of total population ( of the Muslim
majority Kashmir valley) — nearly 300,000 souls of various age groups, social strata
and professions.

In order to build an Islamic society in Kashmir valley, the leadership of this
movement offered three options to the minority Hindus : rdliv ‘embrace Islam’,
tsaliv ‘run away’ natu ‘or else’ galiv ‘perish/face annihilation’. Killings of prominent
Hindus like lawyers, businessmen, judges, professors, government officers etc.
followed . ‘Human Rights’ groups found no case of the violation of human rights!
Powers that be seemed indifferent. By November 1989, the Muslim terrorists came
forward with yet another insulting slogan which read : asi chhu banavun pdkistan,
batav bagidr,batinév sa ‘we shall join Pakistan, without Hindu men but with Hindu
Women’. Meanwhile the killings of even less prominent members of the community
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continued. By December 1989, the Pandits of Kashmir started running away to
Jammu, Delhi etc. to save their lives and honour. The valley in her sad history of the
last 600 years, once again witnessed the exodus of its original inhabitants with a 5000
year old history. And by driving the minority community out, the process of ethnic
cleansing in the valley was complete. Human rights groups observed a sacred silence.
Ironically, the posters on Delhi walls during the period read: “Hands off Kashmiri
Muslims....”

Migration of an individual from a rural to an urban environment brings about some
kind of a cultural change in him. For instance, he may switch over to a new
occupation, change his accent in speech, become more polished in his behaviour and
so on but there is always a possibility of going back to one’s village. Secondly, one
does not find himself in alien surroundings here for primarily the language, foods,
clothing, festivals and so on continue to be the same in both the situations.

The migration from one linguistic-cultural setting to another places an individual in
alien surroundings where he has to relearn almost everything from speech to toiletry.
This kind of migration gives a sort of cultural-shock to the person. When such
migrations are forced upon a whole community, its very existence, the magnitude of
its suffering and anguish at physical, emotional and mental levels cannot easily be
assessed or analyzed. This kind of displacement brings enormous shock and suffering
into the lives of the displaced. They experience Hiroshima and Nagasaki endlessly in
their lives. The displaced Kashmiri Pandits have been living in exile in their own
country for the last twelve years now waiting for some miracles to happen to bring
joy to their lives.

3. The Community:

On the basis of age the displaced Kashmiri community can be divided into three
segment: G1- people of fifty years of age and above; G2-those between twenty-five
and fifty years of age; G3-those below twenty-five years of age.

The G1 is fully aware of the linguistic—cultural moorings of the community. It
speaks the Kashmiri language and observes religious rituals, rites and customs of the
community. It is aware of the socio-cultural traditions, viz., festivals, ceremonies,
superstitions, myths, foods and clothing and so on. It has a nostalgic longing for the
valley of Kashmir and would go back if the circumstances so permit it. The migrant
camps are full of these lonely, frail and skinny people. In the camps, a 12*7 feet
chamber cannot house a joint family so the sons and daughters of these old people
have either shifted to other chambers or migrated elsewhere in search of some kind of
a semi-employment. In places far off where their sons have been able to find work,
the parents find it tortuous to stay home alone for the whole day when the son is out at
work. So they prefer to stay on in the camps where they have the company of other
community members whom they can talk to and share their sorrows with. Thus the
joint family system has completely broken down and the young children have no idea
of a family with grandparents, uncles, aunts and cousins around.

The G2 is struggling to root itself somewhere. Although it loves the valley yet it is
unsure whether a return there would be desirable if the situation so arises. It struggles
hard to feed the family, educate the children, attend to social obligations, negotiate its
existence at its new place of work or in the market and the lanes and by-lanes of the
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alien place(s) he finds himself in. Although he speaks Kashmiri fluently yet he has
lost an interest in traditional festivals, customs and rituals etc.

The G3 is the generation of young members with little or no memories of the
valley. It was of a tender age at the time of displacement and a small percentage has
come to life in the plains after the displacement. (After the displacement, the fertility
has come down considerably among the members of the community. Divorce rate is
on the rise and one-child norm has become the holy mantra). For this segment of the
displaced community Kashmir is merely a geographic entity. Their primary
(vehicular) language is Hindi and English is their second language. They also have a
certain degree of passive competence in Kashmiri, their gregarious language -the
language of social intimacy and shared identity (Calvet,1987).
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Book Review

BookK : tsok modur

Author : M.K.Raina

Review By : Dr. B.K.Moza
Kolkata

It was a great pleasure and privilege to receive a copy of the book, ‘tsok modur’,
written by Shri M. K. Raina. The book is published by Expressions, Vasai Road,
Thane and is priced Rs.50/-

Mr. M. K. Raina is an extra-ordinary activist in the movement for preserving
Kashmiri Pandit cultural identity and is doing a yeoman’s service to community in
many ways. He is the Coordinating Editor of the Milchar, the official organ of
Kashmiri Pandit Association, Mumbai and is the pivot of the literary activities of the
associated organization, Lal Ded Educational and Welfare Trust, having authored
various publications brought out by this prestigious organization. Professionally he is
a civil engineer, having also gained proficiency in Information technology.

‘tsok médur’ is Mr. Raina’s maiden contribution in writing a short story book in
Kashmiri language. He has worked hard in the propagation of Kashmiri language and
has contributed towards the development of streamlined Devnagri script for the same
and its computerization. This book in Kashmiri language, for obvious reasons, is
presented in both streamlined Devanagari and also Indo-Roman scripts to enable
wider readership.

For me, this book has a special connotation for various reasons; the main being that
this is the first book I have read in Kashmiri, streamlined Devanagari script, this being
the first book of Kashmiri short stories which has absorbed my interest very intensely.
As a learner of its script, my involvement in reading this book could have been one of
tiredness for obvious reasons of my being a novice to this script. But, contrarily my
experience was different, discovering the beauty of our Kashmiri language and the
nostalgia that is associated with it. Mr. Raina has masterly opened the vistas and
focused on the inherent beauty of this language. He has picked, themes of every day
social life of a Kashmiri and plotted the events so naturally as to touch the deep
strings of every Kashmiri mind irrespective of religion, creed or caste. He has
described the events with great detail and alacrity as a keen observer of Kashmiri
thought, psyche and practice. By picking suitable words and expressions that are, on
one hand, peculiarly akin to our mother tongue and on the other very special in
pulling the inner chords of a Kashmiri mind, Mr. Raina has revealed himself as an
artist of rare sensitivities and faculties. These expressions have a special meaning for
a Kashmiri who has been brought up in a true Kashmiri culture, called Kashmiriyat,
as was once upon a time the identity of Kashmiris.
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This book comprises of six short stories each having a special theme, revealing,
very natural plot and a specific message presented in a satirical manner. All the six
stories are very relevant to social aspect of Kashmiri life, behavior and attitude, as
applicable to the two communities that were, till decade and half ago, living side by
side as Kashmiris over there.

‘havilihéth’, meaning satirically, responsibility, peculiar kinship or a sort of
relationship, reveals a family drama of mother-in-law and two daughter-in-laws. It
highlights the changing attitudes and expectations associated with dowry a daughter-
in-law brings. But, in the long run, it is dedication and affection that proves
triumphant, as a value, of a daughter-in-law rather than the dowry she brings or the
halo she carries with her. The changing life styles after exodus, the torture of the old
generation and their old values in a totally changed situation, caused by the internal
displacement from Kashmir and the ingress of consequent new practices and attitudes,
have been graphically described in this story. But, conclusive relief lies in the
realization that simplicity, love and affection are the ever lasting tenets of a
relationship.

‘batul’ is the title of the second story. It means a surprise trump, an unexpected
resource or a peculiar turn in a game. This family drama brings out the curves and
contours that develop with the ups and downs of a family and its part migration
abroad in search of greener pastures and the aura they have on the social structure of a
family existence. This story is the graphic revelation of two contemporary engineers,
one living on moral values of service and the other comfortable with the changing
corrupt practices. The family of the sincere engineer reaches the bottom of the
miserable existence when he, on duty in Ladakh, suffers a fatal accident and his only
son after some schooling turns into a self-willed vagabond. The other family, in
contrast, rolls in wealth and the son and daughter do very well as students; the son is
sent abroad to pursue medical studies in London and the daughter does her masters
and gets happily married to a medical doctor. The daredevil nature of the vagabond
son turns the scale of fortune as a trump card. He saves, at his own risk, the son of a
rich Muslim contractor from drowning when the local urchins were having a swim in
the nearby river. The contractor knew the background of this wreck less Hindu boy
and his family and felt very indebted to them. He advises this boy to join his business,
which the latter takes up with great initiative and sincerity. He turns, to his good luck,
the business of the contractor to zenith and for this he is rewarded with becoming a
partner of the business. The business flourishes and he becomes a very rich young
man of the town. Once again his widow mother gains status in the society and lives a
reasonably decent life with all comforts, cars etc. His mother finalizes an
accomplished match for him and after long many years, calls on the other
contemporary family, inviting them for participating in the marriage of her son.
Surprisingly, the condition of the other family had apparently, in the meantime,
turned miserable as their son had married, to their shock and ignorance, a medico at
London and he had settled there in the house of in-laws, since they had no son. He
had completely ignored his parents. The cycle of changing fortunes, loneliness and
status in the society continues to move as a roller coaster, with steep ups and downs,
which comprise the present day reality in a Kashmiri society.
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In the thirds story, ‘darihor’, meaning divine give and take, another very common
aspect is described. Adoption of a child has been a common practice in Kashmir. The
situation at times used to take an unexpected murky shape when the parents used, as
the chance would have it, their own child or children after having adopted some one
else’s. In this story the same situation is beautifully plotted. The adopted and real sons
come to know about the realties and behave differently. The real son goes abroad and
in course of time marries there and practically settles there. The remaining son and
daughter get educated locally and settle down happily but the sister suspects the
adopted brother and this becomes a reason for their strained relations. After sometime
the adopted son gets kidney failure for which he requires enormous funds which his
wife cannot arrange and the sister is at dagger’s drawn on account of a property issue.
The situation being very critical the uncle of his wife decides, as a last resort,
approaching the strained brother abroad for funds. He is provided with all the reports
and final diagnosis and line of treatment arrived at by the local doctors. The adopted
brother immediately seeks the opinion of the doctors abroad who fully endorse the
suggested line of treatment proposed by the Indian doctors. He finds that his blood
grouping also conforms to his suffering brother in Kashmir. He immediately leaves
for Kashmir and reaches, to the surprise and astonishment of all, the hospital where
his brother was critically sick. He is told that the donor would charge an enormous
amount of money. But to their surprise he himself volunteers to donate his kidney and
immediately offers his blood for transfusion to his brother, as his grouping was a
matching one. He is reminded that this was not desirable since the advice of his wife
abroad would be necessary. He puts off this argument and explains that he had
strained relations with his foreign wife and did not require any consent from her.
Cutting the story short, he donates the kidney which is appropriately transplanted on
his brother and the latter recovers immediately for which the whole family feel
indebted to this divine help from their brother, who for all intents and purposes was
lost to the family. The surprise knows no bounds when one day they find some lady
inquiring on telephone from the airport. The brother from abroad recognizes the voice
and realizes, to his surprise, that his strained wife had also arrived Srinagar airport
and was anxious to meet him and his relatives, it being that day his birthday also.

The fourth story, ‘vatiikhur’, describes very intricately, phenomena of urban and
rural psyches and the curiosity of the rural folk as to how the things were beyond their
rural boundaries. The innocence of the rural children is very nicely plotted against the
cunning bragging of the urban folk. The train journey of an urban child posted in a
village is described wonderfully; how he suspects everybody as a thief in the train and
despite being very cautious he loses his trunk containing his belongings including the
money he was carrying with him. He gets stranded at Delhi station for want of any
money to commute to his destination in Chandni Chowk. To his astonishment he
finds someone putting fifty rupees in his hand and quickly vanishing from the scene.
This rural youth from Kashmir tries to follow him and finds to his surprise that it was
the same person whom he had all along suspected as a thief throughout the journey
and had kept him at a distance accordingly. Thereafter he manages to reach his
destination and locate his contact in Chandni chowk. He starts working on the shop
with great initiative and admirable contribution. Very shortly he becomes a partner in
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the whole enterprise and earns a lot of money. But, it was not destined to be. He feels
sick of the total environment and does not want to continue his stay in Delhi. Despite
all the care extended by his contacts in Chandni Chowk and promises of a wonderful
career, he gets worse and actually gets very high fever. His father is contacted who
urgently reaches Chandni Chowk and immediately inquires of his condition. After
considerable fondling by the father he finally expresses his grief and feelings that he
wants to go back to his village in Kashmir and this causes the turning point..

Faith in the predictions of some saintly persons and soothsayers has been a very
common practice in Kashmir for both Muslims and Hindus. Particularly in Kashmiri
women folk it was a common practice to look for such persons and call on them at the
hour of troubles and difficulties. This aspect of Kashmiri life is being elucidated in
the story entitled, ‘patsh’ meaning faith. The story revolves round a Hindu lady who
had tremendous faith in the sooth saying and curing miracles of a saintly commoner
who was working as a coolie in the town. Once it so happened that her husband had
severe official problems caused by his wreck less chief who was recently transferred
to his office. And he was on the verge of being suspended. His wife looks for this
saintly soothsayer and explains to him her problems with tears in her eyes. The
soothsayer consoles her and advises “ All will be well, nothing to worry about” The
same day her husband returns home a happy man saying that his chief has been again
transferred and that he was then quite secure in his office. Many years later her
husband falls very sick and he is being shifted to the main hospital in Srinagar where
he is being treated without any improvement. The doctors declare him hopeless and
advise taking him to Delhi for further investigations. Such measure was not possible
for them essentially for financial reasons. The condition of the patient becomes worse
and her brother advises her to go to village and bring the minor son along with her
from there so that the son is around the critically sick father. Accordingly she decides
visiting her village and before taking the bus at the bus stand she sights a person of
the known features as those of the soothsayer. Immediately and with great difficulty
she traces him and tells him her present woes. She is consoled again by the saintly
person, with the words, “All would be all right. Nothing to worry about” With this
consolation she reaches her village and next day returns along with the son. She
rushes to the hospital and finds all the relations crowded around her sick husband. Her
first hunch was that the inevitable had happened and nervously she crept forward and
discovered, to her astonishment, that her husband was just sitting taking a glass of
milk. She learnt that the senior most consultant of the hospital had visited the patient
and changed the medicine; the diagnosis made by his subordinates being not all right.
The patient turned the corner and he was released from the hospital when he returns
to his village hale and hearty.

In the sixth story, ‘nasihath’ meaning advice or a lesson, another aspect of
Kashmiri life is dealt with. It is about students, their leadership roles, exams and sale
of books after the exams and this subject is so beautifully presented that one is taken
back to his good old days in Haba Kadal where I used to live. A group of class
fellows wish to have an outing to Mughal gardens for which they required some
money. They decide to sell their old books and in the process get into a racket of a
suited booted person, Sahab, who, cutting the drama short, takes them for a ride and
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cheats them to the extent that they lose their books but get no compensation in hand.
The story concludes with the lesson, “ let bygones be bygones, in future we should
not trust a Sahab”

Stories are after all stories. Whether it is Salmon Rushdie, Arundati Roy or Jhumpa
Lahari, the present day global icons of Indian origin, in English fiction writing, to
make a short story interesting there has to be a sensational, even if exaggerated, plot
but the message should reveal an ocean of thought filled with revealing words and
sweet, sonorous language. This book of short stories is based on realities of Kashmiri
life described in sweet and heart-warming Kashmiri language. It is too difficult to
review such a thoughtful and thought provoking book of short stories in Kashmiri as
‘tsok modur’. It suffices to say that this book of short stories is a great attempt at
casting the various aspects of life in Kashmir as it existed once upon a time. Only
after reading this book one gets the idea of its value as a remarkable literary piece, a
must for every Kashmiri family, whether Hindu or Muslim. That it is a publication
brought out after fifteen years of Kashmiri Pandit exodus from Kashmir and still
hinging on the panorama of good old days’ scenario is a nostalgic preservation of our
past memories literally as also historically. I am hopeful our linguists of Kashmiri
curricula for teaching Kashmiri in schools will find some of the short stories
appropriate for teaching courses

Mr. M. K. Raina deserves to be congratulated for this excellent contribution. We
look forward to many more contributions from him in preserving the essence and
ingredients of Kashmiri culture, literature and language.

&, O 0 O 0
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0‘0



Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 25

A Story dedicated to Project Zaan
ST o€ .. 2
1B XA

AT AT WG ARM | 1Y SIRY TS A Sl DR | @ ARY Y
UIeITe A1l /1 TR G ISTHAR M 909G Gl STISTIDBR BRI | 3G AT I SIRIE
AT & 1Y I | IRAEAT 1T IR TISE 9 | Heel W Hig Hi A b
HHERTE T Y4 94 YR Afet 3@ St 19 ) =s fafg | 9 2 go, e ofe
A1 it W@ urg a1 Sifs s HIR gfes YUt 791 | IR 311 =1 9T |

Il 3T 318 R =G A & TYH BRI MMHF | b+ g o 34 @ fdl 1™
S G 391 ) WIS 989 TR | R fISTATE o 98 JaTed™ ad | Tt
B 3RAM 9Ya I IR | A Iy HEed Aol HYG 3 d1€ q¥ 3 | I Dby Al

=T | I TR U 98 I aR ¥ 3 | 3-d 31 IM dg M 98 WA S 3]
TS S ggH, T IR ¥ Ted wars dRIT IS g7drd T |

Ife1 A 98 Hgd U IR 9",
ety Wy Y /I | g TR e g Y | /TS SR 3 TR M | <7 S,
AT ST g olere it 511 iR A= Uetd dffiel 97a | o a3 fooe ug | fom
3IR J I ST IR ety As) I8T U9 |

THE] STl =S gifcrer AT M S 1 IOTRY Wiy SY | T 3R] J a0 T8=49
TIR | {7 iR TBTH I91ar99 QIR I S Gior 9] | M SIE 31149 J Jga
dhellth o aRGTd ST | J12f 9gd, JUI o -ige U, IH it 519 o+ IR IR
AT Sl g ofeTH St g1 AN g N HY |

a1 AT Gagd AR Yeifd, I Sl 3 S | 91 b1 i g, fa it g fame
UdTE | ATgE T B 0 a1u9 | R 9 BR J 6B | W S 918 i M Sih4
Bre |

RISTE HNTA ey ad ¥ Y IS =16 | :1fd of S o udre 5 <M S, ofers = Si
g e wran & frens g 1 997 aR @Y /9 | 9efy 1a J i $i8 dae a9k
Ia a9 ar g | fom 9 sifw v i gfo wifgey | 9af ge fdt | e
iifeer ga i SRarg 4few e Sifehd wfer dof o4 |




Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 26

IR PR 9= 57 %@ 71fs 7 3raean Afa wrerd 999, NA wrer J 39 St 9o
Iy | Bferd T e <1iRe T i M St g& & 63 |

g+ 3G B8 BTG M O A FRATR Hl 5 Sl § bR a1l marisy gy
he dge @F | af 3T iy IR TR | SRIg dfew w3 iy Wik wac SHrs
M | ¥ iRy a9 e Sldl g FAHR arTH, J XM SR S8 S BRI |
Iy AR 9 8 ffeRs 7 fam siftwn 3\ S 9997 T899 91 g AR |
31 IR AR M TG S S SR B g 9 TRE Th1R I | fowa gisy
&8 e =, T3 ol 9 I9fe WAy I B3 AR | IS, WIdTSll g e Sil
3 zaqTe ) 9991 [SIIRY YU [TAFRT F91 ey aTud S | Jefl 3|
8I9T | wac A 999 F 1S 8, AR =9a18 <) Hurd IR? 99 4 & 4RF 949 g
1Y 914 | g T W@ [ 5 a9 IR 9 ST U §1Q B | 9 S DR
T 31T AW | YA AT 9 S 31 19, A 1 R uspelly o4 sig & |

0.0 0.0 0’0

R erer gfoser ke S afe R | aff goRifd s | 4 off9 i+ 9, T I g 9 &1rd
M S a9 dig & | A &g 9”36+ I3 § =R g g R | 31 3 aqerd
AT | Hex 39 9 RaM a3 | a2 g iRy e Adblg W gy | AT 3R
Jifeliem g g X | SRAma &9 79 § AU o1fY i 3G wdade Alfel 811 Udh |
Hex¥ ug i+ g4 4R aR 3019, g 39 T FUelqd | 92F ST i 31 d1e diar
T HY DB THY dqeb agd HD AT DRI | S 1Y 3G b 89 SIHR |
@ f iy 7 fom &g Rm 1fa gic Iame it | &I 3R i B e dg@
31T | 3 g8 a1 pfera MR offva &8 T g Riafd g1 s |

S &fe 19 ) ufeg w3 R @ i d9enfy gfes 3us /91 Usy Uigy zasred diRas
ST | 19 S 3179 TaeTE dX) 9T DS IR 919y | AR ag e X, e
Gty 3y 7 g~ srnentfy argw & | fom s 57

D 9 R J SIpIA I Weadel | 3ffd IS AP A9 g1 9% dR g 1
Hie | | 3ifd W o @ fed f g7 =S g 2 ofdhd IRl {exifd
afred e=aa g drad 319 | R 339 A% 3 g DI Al i |
3ifhE THRH 3N Y TR SHIR Herd g a9 Ug Uq IR J a9 95 T | g 314
AT oS | 31fH Ug 1R 2121 S99 ig & WIRY @ BINR J dI3d YR | &g S
@ ST e Uy g9 |




Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 27

olTeR 3T FRITd™ a1 g o 3R] AR o g o didie &R | 94 afs 9o
IR | BB TH AR J AR A | oileR T8 9 g4, I a9 @iy ga o4 af
B | TR R HRY A &iep F Al fble=y g1 | e a1 9919 99 31 goii g
AT ollexd g Iedy | gori [ R\ 7w iy, fowe 989 g STerawd
TR | ST 19 a9 goTiid Ted g d gl afd Tk &y | Aft ol gay v,
J@d HIR IR U1y |

gl 12 9 oNE g oilevd g gfoer a1+ I RIredry | oiisy ga 921 gfeel 3|
T 157 a9 31 R G $ VioTs ANER | ()Y 819 Afhd a5 diferd 3y |
99 aATl 3T ol S8 G g AR B BRI GGG a1 Fferd 7121 | 79/ 79 S11
J HR R g foma ea gorl wferd 9o iifey | 95q dfcy g oiisvd g A9} |
ol 3 AR g I % fXa | ofiexd 819 494 diferd 3R | IR o9 9@
ST SYhE WS g T DI SR | o1 719 ] S |

a1 311 BaY | 9 i o1 7 bz w9a Ram 5 foF st a1 &Y diiig
DRI g aREIS | 79 79 120 3 Faoidr g T4 Gford 7797 | gorid GeRIgT TS g

I TGS TR RIH IS | 95 el AT TqSTarTd AT gorg 1121 7918 BRI | AR
qgSTare g 9 I A9 WY TR | 99 diey] T AdoTard & J G 4 ATl T
TR | =Y AT b Hol SO | forHd 79 311d Fastarg ga 3@ |iefl g o avidr
o1 | oflex g9 & W dY | a9 I’gd 157 HAorq Ay o 9 i Hg 9w 99 g
A 3MHTG | <Y gd a5 diferd 81gH | 81hA XCYd &d a5 dicy aoid g
qge i 2EIT | =g 1Y 37 ga J A1 YR |

[ Y& B avHd 3 QIR gor | BI 31 J e $8 9999 | oliex 919 9fS afs
Iy FTEaY J 919 | 99 g S age |l {0 § 95 diey | 31 ug dey o
ofIg g IR a3 Td AlqE Wil | Sy Ay A2 uigg er | M= 3fe Uy 3l G339
T STHTE | AT Ug i+ 31 ATel &g &4 DRI | e IARY fad Arehd IR |

STTF &f ofd 3fs gaRifAya | $8 dral ISy 1 3ifc STar 3Tl 1T HdhHd
A9 g arcy i+ gfera e | @it @St forma 9 S ey | T (AR aifey Sifde
G 49 g dg Slierg A | Sg AR ot Stara R |37 |G g ST 09 =06 |

o9 efe fog wg9fe 9 ar 7o} | W@ i fasa R agfe dgr wg e 319 |
ISR &9 DI ARG B8 @ WIe Al B B AR 087+ 797 3719 7 a9ie ugdarsd
BTg | ST &< gl Fidm, ‘RGN § B 6 g9y 3fielrg 937"




Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 28

gR, &9 Ao XA YN #y Fia 91 &f A9 | #e3e | A9 drorg Rar |
Hexd giY o ofie Mg Waqd | 119 #5999 a9y | R e o9 uer <igd g
MR 34 J B |

P 1 31 o STare arod M 89 w6 s iRy | 9T &fe &R 315 | sifea
e MY MR U 199 | T WS 3N qiiaTg ol |9 9 fama g e
AT 3T | e Afet orare dicy, 94 &fe g, fam= Jikgy 3 Ui g geid=
G AR | S 3 3G Iah1=, R 31T BRIE §791 & |

g BIhA &g AU FoiR | 3191 1Y 9 IR weT8 a8 YT WS AR A |

a9 31T g IR 6 Il AT AYTI R qHDIaR Sd G DIy A9 dog | TAT
Il B B dieer @d {71 o @ | da g8+ & U, TYd e J DI
fEame | a1 |AwRE 79 fa 1R fomet (iR sicars g39 | aikargd @aedd 9534 ed
3T | oG BIpY AN hHATae ool 3 BieH | g BIR Afer gR sifsy aw
g 91 3=y, ¥@ i ey 199 | S MYE <8 dBRY dsad Jdl dred
1A % g 09 ARM | 264 |19 9 J &8 | J ¥ [aR IR Hiavmar diaRmar
Agellg g9 MY | Hcil ool S1fd 7418 71 | g9 dfof IR a1 | Siea! 124
ofd 3 g1 o 3l FifAY g g g |

BId &fS 3T Tga o DR YA | At IR W aR1iy a1 a6 § | THR
B 1d g GRevel 57 q1iRared 3ig g gl g o afaa g9 fowa =reg aeg 9
31T T |

A SR 31 A1 WRAUR | 31 affier iy e gReerd, TR fdhd HR SHYT | 1%
IR PR IR UFH b TP SIS | D8 DIl ST g9 foqd K5 Fgaer™

Q BT Y HOIdId ey DI | o[ §ia ST B drac(a DR Al e DI
qUA g g1 A THA J SR UgY S g8 | usiie |18 g 3ME dwl A1 o4
AT aT9d | DI 1 YA AR 1Yy /IR g=19d | 1 ug 1y 3 afy a1ty
AR Tegd THY | g, 1 J N 2RA 488 g, 77 T4 HIZT T |

HRAUR AT §€ 997 | 31f iRy q1iare=t Sifae g ariRare e ge o[ @ T |
FYTIRIA P4 g Bid foda W g¥exdl | A9 dike oy a1 fa, § g
G diey fa | 31 fobwy T 3 fomeT Sifcier e axF g 3 {9y o4 Big
REZIE




Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 29

g1 JOT dacdd JATeMd | Ui GR &g+ Thg= | +d &g =y | R S diey
T 3iTy, ford Bfae a1fds a1fds T[ai=y | 3oy goy dey e warel, R\ g< Siard g
SCR R CECINNECRICE

9] TR Hol Wel FaTd S99 | A, 239 SIfAA g849 R & e a9+, a1
&R HRAF FTNT 1 gRT ST, A1 a1g BIpd [y Uied a=a1d gabid Alae <dTh
gfegy 5 a9 g w137, | R oy sifwy ger 5ifd @8 4 JER Fard, A ga samd
G 3 AT J B 3 T WA | 37 Aderd 39 7 R {7 g wiver o 9
123 e sgerg | Al i iy wer gy J1 ey |a1er Sgare | 79R afr 31 J A
D GRevel | ST &S AT 1l 7R ofchd DR g€ qIX Tl | 9 i g8 a9 311y
INGECICERRERIC LR

qfd gf o 9 AYdd guqd, gslal A 9 9 dR 999 Teqd bis Wi
MR | AR ¥ 9191 38d §R 31, 9 Jdferd A1d A HY Aed w1 S 39919 I
fhaRer | 21fH =g 3l e ae FRTY 2Rg R d SH=H Hafeld drered foH &g
Hie B, A [afde dfey A g7 eRE 994 3114 |

afq g A1 Afel I 23 g9 B ofw, fom 1R a9 9@ &d | a7 1ere afe
Hiferd Farel BIR 157 54 &g e 1 g @ g1fd =1 oM 9o, g 8@l 9 Big Stare
Qo1 | cadre g R 1 B ARTER 5 Tdhd Ffa 9 es diad g gelg aveg ald 9 DIt
ad @R | R S99 @iay [ @i cadcd diR [ 99 o 3 g af 99 by
UI3Y 3i I &€ SidTd Bl |

- To be continued

& O O 0 0
0‘0 0‘0 0’0 0‘0 0‘0



Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 30

g Algd Alggd TR

A AT MAS DI

YI T A I ST |

My %*ﬂ\ﬁ‘fgﬁﬂ ART, B Ald AT IR | |

T YIIaE B R g
TaHe 93 B A1 99 |

Y 3GA § 9T URM, G AT AIFI TR | |

TRY oA | AT A1
A+ 89 By R = AE |
UM @R g g AR, g Algd gy TR | |

IR IRIECICKIER PR

BRI NS G AARY T |

A IhaH RIIT8 oI, Y Alefd ATAGA TIRT | |

ST 850 I G AR
STeY Tl § 37 d & |

Ih Tod ¥g TYY IR, G gy AT TR | |

I 3 § 9 e
] 9 wgH B8 g |
¥ AT S IR, G AT AIFI TR | |

3NTH g A RGT A



Milchar, May-June 2004

BRI MAE G AFRT T |

g 9 399 BT URM, § Alqd Arggd TR | |

AN SRR I,
} A @1 Aol 9 |
g T BE AR IR, G Alqd Arg g TR | |

d 918 il
1 | A= O v

dg & dex TR N e, § e i, 9% Ry M |
3R TR <M it Hery, § are e, e ey M | |

A o T TSR RO I, ERYF nfet R &= 1|
Pihdt T JAGSA BT B et 99T, § TATE Aiell, PO QT I | |

g g~ e gifdedl, Sed < 2R Hear 4|
AR 4 iR HRRAM TR, 3 a9 Jia, F9= A M ||

AR e I g W3 AMH, HIT el Aell R M |
B1Y &g 99 99 q 9 A, § I8 i, 3R M M ||

quws‘nﬂuw‘h Waaaex?ﬁgaml
ST G TG T q IR, 3 9T e, I Ry Mg 1|

I Bi A By @9 e @i, 95 & Hex 9g 79 9 Jrell |
ToReT T HY 5 A& T, 9 INTE Hiell, 7 b e M 1|

g A ®ig g, 7 g Fig M, M A1 31 =g garii |
A MR 31T TR B &, J I8 i, 21 e Mg | |

et A SR ool ST il 7, & AR 1 g 94 |
ARy = IR A g TS #7999, § 9918 i, It R g | |

Page 31



Milchar, May-June 2004

PIAA T I Pl A, AR FaeReS T B ST |
I G @ A=y eftell s, it A g9 I ey M | |

R o=y eTean Y wig g o, qife =1 31 ot goed 2 |
S =g 1T A 79 Pee, AW Wig IS A9 Ry M ||

& O 0 O 0
0‘0 0‘0 0’0 0‘0 0’0

Page 32



Milchar, May-June 2004 Page 33

Children’s Page
... Compiled by * Kost ur’

AU VAN oK 35 W B/

hQ Qe

The Ourobouros of Organic Chemistry

One of the most famous aromatic compounds in organic chemistry is benzene, whose
molecules each consist of six carbon atoms and six hydrogen atoms: but what is
benzene's molecular structure? Today, the answer to this question is well known, but
during much of the nineteenth century, it was a profound mystery.

One night, after yet another fruitless attempt to discover the structure, German
chemist Friedrich August Kekule fell asleep and dreamed a bizarre dream in which
the various atoms of benzene were cavorting all around him, combining and
recombining in a dizzy phantasmagoria of shapes. Suddenly, right before his amazed
eyes, they united to form an ourobouros - a snake-like dragon that clasps its own tail
in its mouth, forming a ring. Instantly, Kekule awoke and knew that at last he had
found the answer: the six carbon atoms of benzene were linked to one another not in a
line, or in a series of branched connections, but in a closed ring! And he was right.
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Report & Biradari News

Mumbai KPs extend help to those living in Camps:

(News report- Hindustan Times, Jammu, 18 June)

"These innocent exiled children are the victims of history and we all have to
compensate them for it. The best way to help them is to assist them in their
education", said M.L.Mattoo, President, Kashmiri Pandits' Association, Mumbai, in
city to provide assistance to needy migrant students.

In an effort to provide some succour to needy Kashmiri migrants studying in
different camp schools in Jammu, the Mumbai-based Kashmiri Pandits' Association
today donated schoolbags, uniforms and books in Govt. Camp (Mixed) Higher
Secondary School, Muthi Phase II, Govt. Camp (Mixed) Higher Secondary School,
Purkhoo, and Govt. Camp High School, Mishriwala.

While talking to Hindustan Times, Mattoo said, "We have come all the way from
Mumbai to meet our people living in different camps here. Donation of school
uniforms, notebooks and school bags is part of our endeavour to encourage academics
in our exiled community. We are also providing schol;arships to deserving migrant
students on the recommendation of the principals of the respective camp schools."

Mattoo said this year they have extended their services to Pandits living in the
Valley. "In the Valley, we have adopted five children, some of whom are physically
challenged and one of them is suffering from cancer. Expressing his gratitude,
Ramesh Khar, one of the parents who received the assistance, said, "Little acts like
these remind us that we are not alone".

Centralised Pool for Monetary help to those in distress:

In continuation to the initiative taken by a few people in Delhi and Mumbai, and in
furtherence of the message circulated through Editorial in last issue of Milchar, the
President, KPA took up the issue with the President, AIKS. A letter in this regard,
handed over by Shri M.L.Mattoo personally to Shri Kaw Sahib during the AIKS
AGM reads as follows:

"The question of monetary help to those in distress has been attracting the attention of
our Association for a long time. We have further articulated it in the Editorial 'Help
for the Needy' in the March-April issue of Milchar. I hope you must have seen (copy
enclosed).

Each association is doing something in this direction but often in bits of pieces and
seldom meeting the need adequately. It is our opinion that this matter be taken up in
extreme seriousness and that too with inter-association cooperation. Item 6 of the
Agenda for the above laid down by you after taking over as the President AIKS
concerns this issue only. It is about time we give scope to this item of the Agenda.

In brief, it is our idea that this activity should be coordinated by the apex body
(AIKS). The units should take responsibility of raising the resources. The
disbursement of the individual assistance be through the Association, where the
receipient is situated.
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We believe that Kashmiri Pandit community spread around the globe can be able
to raise resources for this task provided the direction is clear and transparent, and the
appeal is made to individual donors.

I wish this be taken up at the next meeting of AIKS being held in Jammu on 19th
June 2004, where an action plan with detailed responsibilities is worked out."

Help to Camps and the needy from KPA, Mumbai:

A letter to the General Secretary, AIKS, New Delhi, from the President, KPA,
Mumbai, which also went as a Press Note released during the AIKS Conference at
Jammu, highlighted the help rendered by the Association to the Camps and the needy.
The Press Note read as under:

We wish to inform that Kashmiri Pandits' Association, Mumbai has taken up the
following project in hand:

Project:

1) We have adopted 5 needy persons from our Kashmir Valley, out of the 20 people
for the current financial year. In this connection our BOT has sanctioned Rs. 30,000
and the DDs of Rs. 6000.00 have been remitted to each individual as listed below:
Srinagar:

Shri Pran Nath Sus, Habba Kadal.

Smt. Raj Dulari Parimoo, Shala Kadal.

Pulwama Dist:

Shri Chaman Lal Khar, Zanapora, Shopian.

Anantnaag District:

Shri Sanjay Kumar Kaul, Hawand, Chowalgam.

Budgam District:

Ms. Aneeta Bhat, Migrant Camp, Budgam

2) In addition to the above, our BOT has sent cash medical aid of Rs. 5000.00 each to
a patient in Dehradun and New Delhi.

3) We have also received representations for supply of school uniforms, shoes,
stationary etc. free of cost to economically weaker students of Muthi, Mishriwala,
Purkhoo camps at Jammu. Our BOT expressed its eagerness to accede to this proposal
and accordingly the same will be distributed at Jammu on 16 June 2004.

4) Having learnt that Mishriwala Camp School is in need of pure water supply, we are
also arranging a standard Aqua Guard to be installed at the right earnest. We would
feel highly pleased if you can make it convenient along with the other members of the
conference to remain present at the time of distribution that would of course boost the
morale of the children.

All India Kashmiri Samaj:

Press release: Three days conference of All India Kashmiri Samaj, the Apex body of
46 Indian and overseas Kashmiri Pandit organisations concluded in Jammu on
20.6.2004. The Chief Guest in the opening session of last day was Mr. M.K.Rasgotra,
Former Foreign Secretary, Govt. of India and Former High Commisioner to UK, and
the second session was inaugurated by Lt. Gen. (Retd) S.K.Sinha, the Honourable
Governor of Jammu & Kashmir.
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In a close interaction with Political Parties on the opening day, a consensus was
reached at for carrying forward the 'People to People dialogue' between Kashmiri
Pandits and majority Muslim community of the state initiated by All India Kashmiri
Samaj since a few years. CPI(M) state General Secretary Shri Mohd. Yousuf
Tarigami invited All India Kashmiri Samaj, its affiliates and other Kashmiri Pandit
leaders to Srinagar, for its next meeting in coming months. It was unanimously
decided that next meeting on future of Kashmiri Pandits would soon be held at
Srinagar under the banner of All India Kashmiri Samaj. Pandits thanked Jammuites
for their cooperation and support extended to them during 14 years of exile. Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), Jammu State Morcha (JSM), Jammu Mukti Morcha (JMM) and
other leaders assured the Pandits of their full support till their all grievances are
redressed. Mr. M.Y.Tarigami gladly consented to be in the AIKS's team of 'Friends of
Kashmir' and promised to support the community whenever and wherever
approached.

AIKS President, Mr. M.K.Kaw said in very clear terms that AIKS believes in no
division of Jammu & Kashmir state. Regarding return he said that Pandits shall return
in wholesome to their homes and not in piecemeal. This return, Mr. Kaw said is
possible only if conditions for return are conducive which AIKS believes may take
long time. Leaders agreed with Mr. Kaw that till Pandits return to their homes, state
and central governments must ensure and see that displaced community, especially
those living in camps live decent and respectable lives. Unemployed educated youth
must be provided jobs for which purpose a minimum 10 % reservation coupled with
age relaxation should be announced by respective governments for displaced persons
and those living in Valley. Small business entrepreneurs and traders must be provided
soft loans without collateral security and farmers and agricultural land owners must
be compensated monetarily for the produce of their lands. Two and three room
hutments must be constructed on war footing for all displaced persons living in
camps. Mr. Kaw said these are bare minimals which State and Central governments
must put in place in case they have to win back the confidence of Kashmiri Pandits.
Mr. H.N.Jattu, Sr. Vice President, AIKS clarified that whole state of Jammu &
Kashmir belonged to Pandits and in case of a situation of trifurcation or division of
State, Pandits will be forced to demand a separate state for their living.

In its General Body Meeting on the second day, AIKS resolved for Pandits to be an
economic power and in line with the same resolved to consolidate all community
funds and also to set up a cooperative bank of its community brethren which project
will open employment for the needy and deserving community members. Important
documents like 'National Policy on Kashmir', 'Kashmiri Pandits Religious
Endowment and Shrines Bill', 'Social Reforms Document', 'Revised AIKS
constitution' were adopted. Affiliates present read their respective activity reports.

On the third day, which was dedicated to 'The Future of Kashmiri Pandits', Mr
M.K.Rasgotra addressed a huge gathering of intellectuals, professional, traders, camp
dwellers and camp commanders at Hotel Savoy, Jammu to their complete delight. He
said, as bare minimum, the central government must declare the Kashmiri Pandit
migrants as Internally Displaced Persons. He asked the community to remain united
under one umbrella organisation of All India Kashmiri Samaj and the leadership of
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Mr. M.K.Kaw. He assured his help and support in all shapes and forms to the
community. Community leaders who addressed the gathering included Shri
M.K.Kaw, IAS, Former Education Secretary, Govt. of India and President AIKS, Shri
Amar Nath Vaishnavi, President AIKPC, Shri C.L.Gadoo, Former President, KSD,
Shri R.K.Mattoo, Vice President Southern Region of AIKS and President Bangalore
Unit, Shri M.L.Mattoo, Vice President Western Region of AIKS and President
Mumbai Unit, Shri B.L.Tiku, President Kolkata Unit and Vice President Eastern
region of AIKS, Wing Commander B.L.Sadhu, President Chandigarh Unit and Vice
President Northern Region, Shri T,N,Khosa, President KP Sabha, Jammu,
ShriK.K.Khosa, Vice President J&K Region of AIKS, Lt. General (Rtd) B.N.Dhar,
Shiban Dudha (Political Advisor AIKS), Shri A.K,Dewani, President Hindu
Education Society, Shri R.L.Raina, Camp Commander, Purkhoo Camp and member
Apex Committee of Migrants Coordination Committee, Shri Basant Ji, a migrant
camp-dweller, Mishriwala Camp.

Enclosed Political resolutions were unanimously passed in the meeting. The
concluding session was addressed by Lt. Gen. (Rtd) S.K.Sinha, Honourable Governor
of Jammu & Kashmir state. The Governor released special number of 'NAAD' the
official organ of AIKS and said "Pandits are an enterprising community" and they
have contributed greatly to the nation building. He said he was happy that the
community is under the leadership of Mr. M.K.Kaw, a civil servant who has many
contributions and attributes to his credit. The Governor promised and assured the
Pandits of his support and cooperation. The three day conference ended with a
cultural programme organised by Harmukh, an NGO.

Resolutions Passed in AIKS Conference:

This Conference notes with a sense of great anguish and concern that the Manmohan
Singh led Congress government has not bothered to mention any thing about the
displaced Kashmiri Pandits living in exile since last 15 years. It is a pattern which has
been witnessed in the regimes of Vajpayee led NDA government and the previous
Gujral, Deve Gowda and Narsimha Rao led governments. It is highly unfortunate that
the present government has failed to mention about the plight of Kashmiri Pandit
community in the Common Minimum Programme as well as in the President's
address to the Joint Session of Parliament.

This Conference condemns the non-initiation of steps to appoint a commission of
inquiry to look into the reasons of mass exodus of Pandit community. The Conference
calls for an immediate setting of a truth and reconciliation commision to analyse the
events that led to the exodus of KPs.

This Conference expects the majority community to wake up from the deep and
long slumber and take bold initiative to restore the glory of Kashmiriyat by inviting
the Pandit community to live with honour and dignity and without any fear and also
create a conducive political atmosphere for the same in valley. The KP community
under the leadership of its Apex Body All India Kashmiri Samaj (AIKS) has an open
mind to hold talks with the Kashmir leadership.

It has been resolved that no division of Kashmir is acceptable to the people of
J&K. This will be vehemently opposed tooth and nail. This Conference appeals to the
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whole political spectrum of the State to be vigilant against the evil designs of those
forces who want to divide the State on lines of religion, caste, colour and creed.

This Conference resolves that Pandits have an unequivocal and unfettered right on
whole of Kashmir and they shall sacrifice every bit of theirs to return honourably with
full constitutional guarantees to their homes on their own terms and conditions. If
however, Govt. of India cedes any part of Kashmir to Pakistan due to trifurcation or
division of Jammu & Kashmir State, Kashmiri Pandits will be forced to give a clarion
call for a separate state for them to live.

This Conference hails the dialogue process initiated by the Centre with all shades
of opinion to thrash out the problems facing the Kashmiri community. However, with
a sense of great pain and anguish, it is recorded that the Pandit leadership is yet to be
involved in any process or step. This august house urges the government to involve
Pandits and other parties in the dialogue process at the earliest.

The Conference also puts on record the magnificient role of Jammuites for the
Kashmiri Pandit community in the hour of distress and misfortune. We trust that they
shall continue with the gesture in coming future as well.

This conference urges the Central and State governments to give proper
representation to the Kashmiri Pandit community in the Parliament and State
Legislature.

This Conference urges the Government to adopt the bill drafted by AIKS and its
affiliates for proper management and upkeep of places of worship belonging to the
community and also remove all the encroachments which have been made on them.

This Conference calls for a comprehensive employment package for the
community. On the one hand reservation of jobs (at least 10%) in the State
Governmen and special recruitment drive in the Central Government, on the other
hand softer loans for setting up income generating units.

This Conference calls for an immediate end to the day to day harassment and
disgrace faced by Teh Bazari owners in Delhi. It urges the authorities, especially
MCD and NDMC to set up separate shopping complexes with all modern facilities for
all Teh Bazari owners. This Conference notes with deep concern the high headedness
of Delhi Administration and urges the authorities to provide water and electricity
connections till complexes are set up.

This Conference urges the Government to declare the Kashmiri Pandit community
in exile as Refugees or at least Internally Displaced Persons.

KPA Mumbai Press Release on the occasion:

1. Kashmiri Pandits' Association, Mumbai decided to help the innocent displaced
children by assisting them in their education. With this in view, they recently sent
their president Shri M.L.Mattoo personally to distribute school bags, uniforms and
books to 150 economically weaker students of the following schools:

a) Govt. Mixed Higher Secondary School, Muthi Phase II.

b) Govt. Higher secondary School, Purkhoo.

c¢) Govt. Camp Hight School, Jhiri/Mishriwala.

2) Smt. Susheela Dhar Charitable Trust, Mumbai has created Education Award
Scheme in consultation and with approval of KPA, Mumbai for meritorious students
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of 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th standards at Govt. Higher Secondary Camp School
of Muthi, Purkhoo, Mishriwala and Nagrota, Jammu. The amount being Rs. 1000.00
each for 24 students. This Trust has also donated a Water Cooler to Muthi Camp
School.

3) KPA, Mumbai donated a Eureka Forbes, High Flow Aquaguard to one of the above
mentioned schools.

4) Our activities go beyond this. We have been arranging some accommodation for
the displaced students, appearing for Ist year Technical Courses, for their counselling
in Mumbai.

5) This Association provides Medical Aid and temporary accommodation to displaced
persons from J&K for treatment of Cancer and Kidney and heart ailments.

6) KPA Mumbai has adopted 5 KP destitute persons in Kashmir Valley by extending

some monetary help.
o o o

Kashmiri Music VCD released:
The collection comprises a veriety in Kashmiri music, like Rouf, Vakhs, Hafiz
Nagmu, Bacha Nagmu, Kishtwari Songs, Marriage Dance sequences, Veegi Vatshun
etc, with the live performance of Kashmiri artistes on stage at the 12th Festival of
Asian Arts in Hong Kong. The VCD is presented and produced by Pran Kishore in
association with Kashmiri Sabha, Pune. Music Direction and Choreography is by
Kishen Langoo. The income from the sale of this VCD will be donated to Kashmiri
Sabha, Pune for construction of accommodation for such parents who visit Pune and
near by places to meet their under-training children.

The cost is Rs. 300.00 per set of 2 VCDs plus courier charges. Please contact Shri
Sharad Mattoo, C-9, Joshi Apartments, Lalubhai Park Road, Andheri (W), Mumbai.
Tel: 26700143, Mob: 9820130998.

Elections of Kashir Sabha, Ambala:

According to a Press Release issued by the above Sabha, the following were
unanimously elected as Office bearers and Executive Committee Members, in the
elections held on 9th May 2004 at Ambala Cantt:

President: Shri A.K.Watal

Vice Presidents: Shri A.K.Peer
Shri Raman Razdan

Gen Secretary: Shri Rajinder Kaw

Joint Secretaries: Shri V.M.Pandit

Shri Sanjay Kaul
Publicity Secretary: Shri B.B.Das
Treasurer: Shri B.N.Tikoo
Executive Committee: S/Shri K.L.Raina, Shadi Lal Kaul, S.L.Bhat (Kllam),
Surrinder Pandita, Subash Jalali, Ramesh Tickoo, Ramesh Kotru, Virender Bhat,
Ramesh Pandita, Suresh Kaul, Raman Braru.
Advisory Committee: S/Shri J.L.Kaul, N.N.Kaul, G.L.Braru, Prof. R.K.Bhan, Prof.
D.J.Raina, Dr. G.L.Kaul, O.N.Kaul. Auditor: Shri B.L.Watal.
Elections of Kashmiri Sahayak Sabha, Chandigarh:
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According to a communique received from the above Sabha, the following Office
Bearers and Members were re-elected with a voice vote, in the General Body Meeting
held on 2nd May 2004, for the years 2004-2005:

President: Sqn. Ldr. (Rtd) B.L.Sadhu

Vice President: Smt. Phoola Raina

Gen. Secretary:  Shri Anil Mattou

Joint Secretary:  Shri Surinder Kaul

Fin. Secretary: Shri M.L.Wattal

Social Secretary: Ms. Arti Tikoo

Members: S/Shri A.K.Nehru, Ashok Tikoo, Sanjay Tikoo, Manoj Handoo, Sanjeev
Kaul, Ajay Pandita and Dr. Rakesh Dhar.

Silver Medal for Atulya:

Atulya Urankar, a Class 6 student and son of Smt. Akila Saproo Urankar of 15th
Road, Chembur has won the Silver medal in the recently held Dr. Homi Bhabha Bal
Vaidnyanik Science Talent Search Competition. The statewide competition saw over
27000 students participating from all over Maharashtra. Of these about about 200
were awarded medals depending upon their marks.

&, O 0 O 0
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Obituary
Social Activist - Pradyumna Kaul leaves us

On 13th June 2004, Pradyumna ji left his mortal frame at Delhi, while on his way
back from a Chardham yatra. It was a great shock to the Kashmiri Pandit community
of Mumbai. Shri Kaul, widely known for his activities in defence of social concerns at
higher level, also took interest in the problems of the displaced KP community. At
any demonstration, protest march etc. taken out by us, we would find his prominent
presence.

The social awareness was inherited by Pradyumna ji from his father Late Daya
Krishenji Kaul, who had been most actively involved in the functioning of KPA in
Mumbai. His has been the largest contribution in collecting funds for Kashyap
Bhawan we have today.

The extracts from Indian Express of June 15, 2004, given below show how
Pradyumna Kaul's activities have been larger than life.

[Activist Kaul who opposed Dabhol power project is dead:
Pradyumna Kaul, petitioner against Enron's Dabhol power project at the Bombay
High Court, passed away on Monday morning. Kaul, 50, was on vacation in
Badrinath, from where he had returned to Delhi on Sunday morning, friends told The
Indian Express. He suffered a heart attack on Monday morning while still in Delhi.
Kaul is survived by his brother, his sister-in-law and nephew.

A close associate of Medha Patkar in the Narmada Bachao Andolan, Kaul was a
National Committee member of the Samajwadi Jan Parishad.

An expert on the capital markets and the power sector, Kaul was virtually a loner
in tracking the Maharashtra Electricity Regulation Commission, as also the State
Government's attempts to revive the Dabhol project.

Untill recently, Kaul was at the Justice S.P.Kurdukar Commission, appointed by
the Congress-NCP government to look into objections to the Dabhol project.

An IIT alumnus, Kaul's sharp analytical skills were an asset to activists of all hues.
But he was hardly on the periphery. From breaking down the complex financial and
technical intricacies of the Dabhol project, to briefing lawyers, to assisting an 80-year
old expert S.R.Paranjpe, who also intervened in the petitions against the power
multinational, Kaul was there, everywhere.

His competence matched his commitment. He never shied from being a petitioner
himself, if the cause demanded it. Even after Enron fell in the US under the weight of
its own scandals, Kaul worked ceaselessly for the evolution of power sector reforms
in Maharashtra.

His office at the Yusuf Building in Fort used to be the hub for journalists and
activists, all through the anti-Enron agitation in Maharashtra.
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In fact, at the Kurdukar Commission, while Paranjpe opened the 'leading of
evidence', Kaul was to take over and continue the case against the Dabhol Power
Corporation. The Supreme Court has now stayed the proceedings.

Kaul was also part of the Nav Nirman Andolan in Gujarat in 1975, which turned
into the anti-Emergency movement later.]
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